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Tothe moſtreuerend Fathers in 
_Chrif, Edmond by the permiſsion 


of zmightie God, Archbyſhop of Canterbu- 
rie .cc.and lohn Byſhop of London,Thomas 
Rogers wiſheth the true felicitte of 


> this Iyfe, and eternall happi- 
" nes by the comming 
ne; of C brift. | 


T was the ſaying 
of Cambyſes, ( reue- 
rend, and in Chriſt 
28 || moſt honorable fa- 
XI |chers) that Cities 

JI would flooriſh wel 
in proſperitie,ifthe 
1] inhabirers of them 
=> || were watchful, and 
& 411 {till imagined their 
LDU] enemis to be at had. 
| "x That which heſaid 
Karh.c4.35. for theproſperous eſtate of a comms weale,dyd 
— our Sauiour laye, for the happye ſucceſle of all 
Ghejſians: Andborh rendero ſhewe;rhar,whes 

ther weereſpeRt the fatetieof our bedyes here on 


kingdome of, Chriſt, wee may notbe in our cal- 

lings either idle gcareleſfe, or ſecure . Buryet, 

ſuch is our nature, wee rather obey the woordes 

of Cambyſes, for remporall proſperitie , than the 

. warnyng of Chriſte , for eternal} happyneſle. 
| Whereby itcomes to paſſe , that wehaue com- 
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this carth+, dr theſalyation of our ſoules in the 


monly. 


© The Epiſle Deditatorie, 


monly fayrebodyes,butdeformed ſoules:much 


goodes , butlitle goodnes : and glorious wee 
{ceme inthe {ight of men outwardly ,but odious 
inwardly inthe eyes of God. Foritis hardeto 


finde a man (faith Arifforle,) which in proſperitie Arftee lib.z; 
is not proude,diſdainful.,and arrogant,of which - 
ſortarethey,whom ſtrength, whom riches,who wp.10, 


clientes, who authoritie, who fauour of me hath 
exalred. And fo inioying their harts deſire , they 
are of this mynd,that no aduerſitie ci hurt them. 


Andwhat is that,butas Dawdſaid, The vngodly 


hath Gaide in his harr, tuſhe, I ſhall neuer be caſte * 


downe, there ſhall no harme happen vnto me. 


But the fayreſt Oke is ſooneſt cut down: the fat- 


teſt Oxe is readyelt for ſlaughter : and the felici- provers..; 
tic of fooles,is their ownedeſtruQtion. For how paw,r;. 


ſodainely doothey conſume, yaniſhe, and come 
to fearetull ende : yea,cuen as a dreame are they, 

when oneawaketh, | 
As our Sauiour thought the doQtrine againſt 
ſecuritie , moſt profitable for his Diſciples , and 
all mankynde: So hath his faythfull ſeruant the 
Author of this booke, ſuppoſed che ſame moſte 
neceſſarye to bee ſpoken of, in theſe miſerable 
dayes. And this was thecauſeand ende where- 
fore this Treatiſe was firſt written,namely , that 
by reciting theſignes and tokens of dangers im- 
minent,and of the worlds deſtru&tion, he might 
draw the wicked from ſecuritie, and driue them 
toa care of godlyneſle and yertue, A godly, 
af zcalous, 
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The Epiltle Dedicatorie. 
zealous,and learned woorke, and gratefull ,no 
doubt,to all = men. Hippocrates forewarned 

a greeuous plague , which was 
nigh athande, and forhis good admonition he 
was honoured as Herewles ,and obeyedas a = 


Cardanus de T he eAtheniars for telling them _— which 


rerum Yarie- 
race, 


they were like to fall into , ereted to Beroſur a 
goodly Image with a golden tongue. The Greci- 
as tO Hippocrates,and the Athenians tO Beroſus were 
neuer ſo bounde, as all Chriſtians to Scherer, for 
this learned booke. For herein the tokens of 
the ruine, not of one Citie, as of Athens: nor of 
one Countrie,as of Greece: bur of all the worlde, 
are ſet downe. And here may be ſcene the wayes 
to preuent the deſtruQtion, not of body alone; as 
were thoſe of Hippocrates and Beroſus, but of body 
and ſoule from cuerlaſtyng paine inthe pyt of 
hell . So thatmore cauſe haue Chriſtians to be 
thankfull to this author, than were the Athenians 
and Grecians to both them . Notwithſtanding he 
deſireth not(though his deſerts be vnſpeakeable) 
to be honoured with the rites of Hercsles ( ſuche 
:dolatric he abhorreth) nor to be kept in memo- 
riewitha glorious Image ( ſuch memoriall he 
miſliketh)he only craueth that Chriſtias would 
weigh what is faid,and looke to them ſelues : he 
ſeekerh the faluation of all , not his owneglory. 
But howe ſocuer he be eſteemed of others, I truſt 
your Lordſhips wyll like of this woorke:andſo- 
like it, thatye wyllalloweit: and fo allowe it, 
| _ 
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The Epiflle Dedicatoric. - 
that yee wyll both againſt the euyll woordes of 
the enuious, and the captious tongues of malici- 
ous perſons, willingly protett ir. Ir pleaſed the 

= to chuſe for Patrons, atthefirſt , rwo 
noble Earles : but mee thinkes none ſo mectefor 
defence thereof ,being a Spirituall Diſcourſe, as 
Spirituall men : and becauſe it tendes to the cut- 
ting away of ſecuritic , who better Patrons than 
they,whoſe office is to be vigilant, whereof they 
haue their names? And among Biſhoppes,who 
fitrer than they,whoſe authorinie is ſuch,as none 
may better, and zeale ſo great, as none wyll ſoo- 
ner ſeeke , and promotethe glorye of God ? 
W herfore I truſt,both becauſett is diuine,your 
Lordfſhips wyll vouchſafe: and becauſe it was 
wel accepted by two worthy men,burt yet Tem- 
uns your honours wyll much more willyng. 
y allowe the ſame , being Spirituall . And that 
you may doo ſo , God, for whoſe glory it was 
firſt made,and is nowetranſlated , put into your 
myndes. 


Your Graces, and Lordſhips moſt 
h maundement, 
Thomas Rogers, 


Palm, xt, 


Rom. $+ 
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C Tothe yninerſall Church thro 


ugh 
our the world 5 the moſt holy and chaſt daug ter 
of Sion , andentirely beloued Spouſe of leſus Chriſt 
the Sonne of God, King of all Kings, 
Health , and comfort in the holy (þ1 
rit, aud the ſþeedre comming of 
her Bridegroom?. Cc. 


— Am notignorat ({weete Sion 
3 i daughter of the celeſtiall Ic- 
XX | ruſalem,and entierly beloued 


- & | 
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' ſpouſe of Chriſt ) in howe 
#38 | great miſeries thou haſt been 
{@4| plunged now a long time for 
| \ | the lacke of thy kinde and 
| ES | loning huſbid . Which, not- 
| 2) SSSRONGZ/I withitanding thou art black 
& browne by reaſon ofthe 
extreme heat ofthe Sunne, & light of God the father, 
to which(as yet) thou canſtnot approche, yet onely, 
wythal his hartembraceth the,as his friend for fairnes 
pron as his wite, for beautie, ſurpaſſing. For thy 
lacknes,by his holy ſpirit,he hath turnedinto beautt» 
fulnes,& thy vnſeemely ſpots of ſinne , by his precious 
blood are no whit ſcen,& byhis holy ſpirithe hath wo- 
derfully adorned thee wythin, and endued thee wyth 
the holy Ghoſt,& the ſeale of beleefe,ſo that nowthou 
canſt not doubt butrhat he is both faithfull, and fa- 
uours thee with all his hart. And yetit greatly greeues 
thee that thy glory which thou wiſhelt for, thy com- 
fort, which thou hopelt for, and thy King and bride- 
grome for whom thou ſo lokeſt, and longelt for, is ſo 
long from thee : And nomaruel, for itis the property 
of faythfull loner, not quietly to beare the abſence, 
but ardently to deſire the preſence , the pleaſaunt 
ſpeeche, and louing, embracings of her _ 
An 
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Andyet moſt of all it greeues thee to ſee the ſhame- 
lefle boldnes of that abhominable ſtrumpet the 
whore of Babilon, which bluſheth notto call her ſelfe 
the onely ſpouſe of thy Chriſt : and to call thee an 
harlot: to boaſt of her externall beautie, and to caſt in 
thy teeth thy outward deformitie : to bragge of her 
antiquitie, fame and gloriouseſtate, and to tell thee of 
thy noueltie, pouertie,and miſerie, Hence it commeth, 
that thou art no where in quiet from ſuch taunts and 
chidings , nor thy mebers any where ſafe fro her bloo- 
dye perſccution. Henceit 1s, that before the world, 
which is the Sonne of this naughtie houſwife, thou art 
contemned , hated, and afflicted : and ſhe as the 
Queene of heauen is adored, loued , and aduaun- 
ced:with her haue all nations committed fornication, 
and the Kings of theearth haue become frantike with 
Idoſatrous wyne of her poyſoned doGrine. And hence 
commeth thy deepe ſighes , thy mournfull counte- 
naunce,and the intolerable vexaticn of minde which 
thouart in, Hence itisthatthouw canſt not be mery. | 
But comfort thy ſelte , faint not ( thou beloued of ,,,./. 
Chrift) for thy husband for thy ſake hath made-her 
naughtines to be knowen,and ſhe which was ſo\loue: 
is now hated, and was glorious for her external fair- 
nes, is nowe become odious to many, for her ſpiritual” 
flthincs. Haue pacience therefore but a little whyle, 
and thou ſhalt ſee her, to be of none accompt : for thy 
louerm whom thou delighteſt, ſhall bring her to ſuch 
ſhame.asſhe ſhall not be able toſhowe her head our of 
hell, when thou ſhalt be in glorye with thy beloued, 
Nowe will T make thee priuie, with whom this naugh- 
tiepacke (which now is many wayes knowen to all the 
world)hath had todoa long whyle fince,firit ſheelefte 
to fauour the,and began to fanciethe wicked do&rine 
ofthe Gentiles; her baude, &thy ſworneenemy. Tohn 
2 very 
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An EpiStle 

a very friende of your hu:j-andes , and moſt familiar 
with him, 419-» 1n his Reuelation dyd toretell,thatim- 
mediatly(after he had ſeenean Angell flying thorowe 
the midlt of heauen, crying with a loude voyce, Woe, 
Woe, Woe,to the inhabitants of the earthe, from the 
other voyces of thoſe three Angels,which were yet to 
founde, the fitt Angell dyd firitſounde, and he fawea 
ſtarretalling vppon the carth,which was the fall of the 
Popes holynes,trom celeltiall, to earthly thinges , and 
hauing the keyes, not ofheauen, nor of Peter, ( as he 
dooth yaincly boaſt)but of the bottomlefſle pit, the pit 
of hell, Which when he had opened there came our 
great aboundance of Locuſtes into theearth, and had 
tor their King one whoſe name was in Hebrue Abad- 
don, in Greeke Apollyon, To this wicked king did that 
whoore of Babylon plight her fayth,ioyne her ſelte,and 
altered the name of the Empire , ſo that at length the 
flouriſhing eſtate of the old Empire vaniſhed , and be 
became the chiete among al Chriſtian kings. But what 
happencd afterward ? Theſe Locuſtes,to wit, that infi- 
nite and horrible crewe of idle prelates, Pricſtes, and 
Friers,with their abhominable king,the Pope of Kome, 
whom Paxle dooth call roy v4%y ry; kronaiay, the ſonne 
of perdition, aſcended from hell , and brought with 
them notthe pure docrine of Gods worde , butthe 
poyloned leffons of diuels,and ſo by the filthie ſmoke 
of falſe opinions,obſcured the Sonne of righteouſnes, 
and infected the wholeſome ayre of Chriſtes Goſpell, 
But now would you haue them better deſcribed? For- 
ſooth they are for theyr intolerable pride, and threat- 
nings,lyke vnto horſes, prepared to the battaile , wo- 
mens hearerhey haue, becauſe they are in dealinges- 
light,in behauior wanton: Lions teeth, for their cruel- 
tie,ſhieldes as it were of iron,to note their obſtinacies 
In wordes they ſeemed courteous , aud therefore yew 
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had thefaces of men, butin deede they prooned villas 
nous,and therefore they had in their tailes the {ting of 
Scorpions. Theſe made a noyle as it were of manye 
winges,which noted the tame of the Popes holineſle, 
And theſe had power to hurt,and yet not 2ll thinges, 
but onely men, and yet notall men, butthoſe which 
had notthe marke 0: God in their foreheads, And yet 
they could not plague attheir pleaſure, butin certaine 
monthes : and thole not in Winter, butinSomer, So 
thou ſceſt O daughter of $10 pure,& vn{potted Virgin, 
to whom this vile ſtumpet Rome, which according 
to Syb1/s propheſic is become Rume ( that 1s violence 
or crueltie)hath coupled her felte,with whom ſhe hath 
_ the harlot, and is become drunken wyth the 

loud of Martyrs,ſitting vpo that ſeuen headed beaſt 
horrible in ſight, and in deede moſt cruell. 

Now marke I beſcech thee, and call into mynde 
the woordes of thy beloued , which gaue his Apoſtles 
to vnderitand , that before his comming ( meaning 
before he celebrates his marriage in the kingdomeof . 


his almighty father) the ſounde of the Goſpel as it Matth,24 


were by a} rumpet , ſhould be heard throughout all 
the world, thatſo , both the number of thy friendes 
might be greatly multiplyed &;this child of perdition 
by the final end of al things,and his famous comming 
vtterly aboliſhed . Which things to thy comfort thou 
maylt perceaue to be com to paſte already cuen 4- 
bout the ſixt houre or midle of ofthe ſixtday, or ſix 
thouſand yeare of the worldes creation . Thou ſeeſt 
how the voyce of the Goſpell hath ſounded in al quar=- 
ters of the world, thou ſeeſt how that ſon of perditio 
with thewhore of Baby/on ſitting vpo0a purpled and 

bloodye beaſt , is by the breath of Gods woorde con- 
founded : thou ſeeſt alſo ( which is moſtto thy glory, 
and their perpetuall prayſe ) how the Kings of the 

«x 4, carth 
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earth (which were ſometime the tenne hornes and yp« 
holders of that beaſt , by whom ſhee receyued both 
fach aucthoritie that ſhee myght perſecute, and ſuch 
titles, that ſheewas honored asa Goddeſle, andre- 
uerencedas the Queene of heauen) thou ſeeſtI ſay, 
whom they did honour as a Queen, how they doo 
hate for a Queane : and whom they did renerence like 
a Goddeſſe, how they renounce as the greateſt ene- 
myeto godlines : and whom they did by an ignorant 
zcale enrich with all things that myght cauſe her to be 
in the eyes of all me glorious, how they worthily im- 
poueri(h,8& endeuour by all meanes to make her odi- 
ous. Sothatthe number is great which know,& con- 
feſſe thee to be the true and faythfull ſpouſe of Chriſt, 
Which , God graunt as they in mouthes confeſle to 
fauour thee, ſo in manners they may expreſſe Chrj- 
ſtianitie , and as they ſpeake well-, ſo at no tyme 
they may be ſeduced either by the vayne pleaſures of 
this world, or by ſuttle ſnares of the diuel frolouing 
thee. Wherefore tryumph now thou daughter of 
Sion , reioyce daughter of Fieruſalem , thou ; ar 
of peacereioyce . For behold thy husband, the King 
will come , thy ſaniour wil cometo thee, and that cer- 
taynly, and ſhortly he will come: but not poorely, 
and like a ſeruantas before, butlik a Soueraygne, like 
a King of all Kings in maieſtie triumphing , in much 
glory accompanied with Archangels, and all the hoaſt 
of heauen in the Cloudes he will come, that ſo. he 
may be reuenged vppon his enemies, and headlong 
caſt that harlotte , and. that King of Locuſtes , the 
ſonne of perdition, the image of the beaſt, and falſe 
Prophet, into that burning fornace of ynquenchea- 
ble fire : but his chizfeſt comming ſbalbe to drawe 
thee vnto him , and to bring thee into his bed cham- 
ber , whezeall ſorrow and ſighing belayda part, = 
| alt 
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ſhalt enioy the pleaſant ſpeech, and Crete embrace- 
mentes ot thy louing husband, and thait be bewtified 
WL all celcitiall benetites which haue been apoynted 
for thee ſince the beginning ofthe world. Whic! be- 
Ing {o,l thought nothing would be more gratctul vn= 
to race, nor better recreate thee in theſe thy troubles, 
thaa tolearne ſome certayne tokens, and heare infal- 
ble tydings of thy husbandesreturne , The conſi- 
deration whereof, hath cauſed me for your comfort 
by wryting to place before your eyes ſuch vyndoubted 
fignes of his coming , although I will not take vpon 
me to tel the yery houre,day, and yeare, which is kno- 
wen to God alone) that eaſcly you will beleueand 
perſwade your (clte thatit will not be long before he 
come : this day will he viſitthee before the Sunne be 
ſet, of which the moſt part is conſumed , noone is 
paititis now one ofthe clocke, and therfore his com- 
ming muſtneedes be nigh . Theſe and ſuch like things 


| Fou ſhall perceyue to be handled in this booke. 


WhereTI haueerred, amend the fault,and forgeue the 
maker : (for to your iudgement I ſubmit m_ which 
is the onely thing I delire , after I haue obtayned 
yourerneſt prayers toyour beloued, in my behalte, 
that I may accompany youin the fayth , and ſpiritual 
bleſſings, with which in Chriſt through the meere 
grace of God the father you are eſpecially adorned: 
and that with you TI may haue the ſame communion 
of all celeſtiall benefites, and be partaker of the king- 
dome of Chriſt, and God the father . Fare you well, 
and God graunt you now andeuermorethe quietnes 
of mind, and perpetuall delight , with euerlaſting 
comfort in Chriſt by the holy Ghoſt, Amen. From 
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THE PREFACE. 
; Fe | Mong al ſomes, none is more odjons before God, 
Ne 23 then is incredulitte , doubting both of dinine pro« 
”/ V miſes and threatnings notwithſtandmg that the 
: world and hypocrites (placmg alrelygionin ex. 
rernal behaniour & ceremonies,thinke the cotrary. Becauſe 
that fro that do ſpring al ſimnes,vf doubting both of God,cy tn 
God,and al wickednes els whatſoener:ſo that we may wel af+ 
firme miitruſt to be the cauſe of all emils. For who 15 there ſa 
extremely mad,that willing ly would defile hymſelfe with, 
ſine if he gaze ſufficient creaite to theſe woordes of Chriſt: 
Comeye bleſſed of my father.8&c. Agayne: Depart fro 
me yee accurſed into that eternall fire whichis prepa- 
red for the Diuclland his Angels ; Or to thoſe wordes of” 
Paule where he |2yth: We mult all appeare before the 
tribunall ſeate of Chriſt, that euery one may beare a- 
way thoſe things which he hath in his body doone ac- 
cording to that which he hath committed , be it good 
or bad ? Wherefore of theſe may certaynly be gathered 
that none of them beleeue eyther the ſmeete promiſes of 
God,or ſexere and horrible threates , which ſtubbor»ly re= 
fot his comman:.dements,and do not obey them, For it cannot 
be that either beleeners ſhould lyue after the fleſh , or lyners 
after the fleſh , ſhould be beleeners : becauſe , not beleeners, 
but hers after the fleſh , ſhall dye. «And of this we haze 
a manifeſt example m that rich man, crauyng of Abraham, 
that he would ſend Lazarus to his fine brethren , towarne 
them, leaſt they came into that place of torment. By which 
»o doubt he would frgnifie , that they would more eSteeme 
the aufthoritie of Lazarus commyng from the dead , theu 
Moſes and the Prophetes. And therefore what marneyle- 
if he contemned charitie, when he cared not for faith? Thas 
when he flowed with ſuch abundance of all things , yet na« 
thing at all faoured pooreLazarus lymg miſerably before 
hym? And therfore, becauſe he was without fayth and 
charitie, beyng departed from this world, was caft headlong- 
into hell. eAnd as this unbeliefe is the very ſpring of ſmne, 
41:4 of all vngrationſnes the gulfe, inwhich, all —_—_— 
rated. 


THE PREFACE, 
rated are drowned : ſo contrarywiſe, true and Chriſtian 
fayth ( by whichwe haue a ſure truiF to Gods mercy , and 
free remiſſion of our ſinnes , promiſed to vs through the me 
rites of Chriſt the ſpnne of God ) is the linely fountaine in 
Chriſt, by the helpe of the holy ghoſt, of lone bothof God and 
our neighbour + adit is (at one woorde)) the cauſe of all 

ſprritual good, which follow hey as neceſſarily (as heate doth 
fire.) Becauſe it is meete (if beleeners line after the ſþi. 
rite ) that the holy ghoſt ſtirre in thens 112 motions , to hym 
ſelfe , But yet alas , great infirmitie and weakeneſſe is jn 
the faithfull, although regenerate , ſo that not ſeldome 
they ſtande in doubt of G 4 promiſes , and therefore hane 
great neede of proppes , to keepe them from falling : for we 
are more delighted with apparant and preſent thmgs , than 
with future ard inuiſible . For naturally thoſe things which 
are obtet wnto vs , doo more mone our ſenſes, than thoſe 
which are of faith, which is the ſubſtance of things to be ho. 
ped for, an argument of things not appearing , whoſe litle 

ſparke ſometyme appeareth in vs and is much to be raiſed by 
the woord of God, that it may the more increaſe, and quic= 
hen our dead members with the heate of the holy Gho#t. Al- 
ſo in our greatest temptations, and moft cruell perſecation, 
the Dmell, togeather with our vile fleſhe, bring great doubts 

#1t0 our —_— of the promiſes of God, efpecrally when we 
behold the vngodly to line in this world in al pleaſure to their 

thartes deſire, wy fully : which thing that kingly Prophet Na- 
uid in his Pſalmes dooth at [arge and plainly teach vs. Aud 
therefore the miſeries of this lyfe are the more eaſily borne, 
when we doo as it were behold the ende of them before our 
eyes, Of whichit commeth, that to the godly ( truely thin. 

king them ſelues towander in this world, nat to line in their 
owne country) the remembraunce of theſe euylles is plea- 
fant ,and is a great comfort in all miſeries , to thinke by 
death , in that laft commyng of Chrift , at the length that 
they ſhall hanue a mot free entrance into that celeftial Fle- 
ruſalem , ſweete,avd eternall Countrey, of which, in a moſt 


aſſured hope by fayth 5 they knowe them ſelues CitizoH8. 
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THE PREFACE, | 
.- Wherfore I hane thought it very expedient , by certaine 
arguments, to ſet against all infideltie , the dofirme of the 
Prophetes and Aposles, concernyng the lait Commyng 0 f 
Chrift to the vninerſul madgemet before which jn the ruine 
of this wretched world, ſpall m a moment appeare the reſur = 
retion of the fleſh, and a ſodajne change of all men lmyng. 
So that all mistruſt and vnbeliefe , the Quagmyre of all 
maner of wickedneſſe (in which many men lye 1: great ſlum- 
ber, and ſleepe ſecurely) may earneitly be caſt away , true 
fayth in diuine promiſes may be raiſed , our hope of attay= 
ng an happy life ,and delterance from all troubles , may 
F nouriſhed , and we the more vigilant, leaſt vpon a ſodaine 
that great day of the Lord ( horrible to the vngodly , but to 
the godly comfortable ) unawares oppreſſe vs, and the ſpouſe 
find vs ſober , wiſe , and prepared to the feaſt , not without 
oyle in our Lampes . For his commyng m this laſt age of the 
world, without doubt is not farre, and maketh great hast, 

and wyll not (as many ſuppoſe) linger. 
Wher fore, in this litle woorke 1 haue determined by ſome 
The argument gxydeyt p/aces of the Scripture, firit to proue, that there ſhal 
*frhe beoke, ,, - oe day a generall deſtruttion of this world and an uni- 
werſall and laſt indgement of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt the 
fſonne of God, inwhich all the promiſes of God ſhall tothe 
vttermoſt be fulfilled , and his great threates ſhall take ef- 
fett, Thenby the teſtimonies of holy Scripture we wil ſhew, 
that the age of this world ſhall not be more then ſixe thou= 
ſand yeres : & that the ſixt thouſand(in which we now lime, 
whoſe tyme is more than halfe paſt ) becauſe of mtollerable 
wickedneſſe , and ſhameleſſe ſecuritie of men , ſhall not be 
fully finiſhed. And to this ſhalbe added certaine ſmguler 
ſgnes by courſe of tyme , and yeares woonderfully agreemg 
with the inclmations of the Starres, (if credit may be genen 
to Mathematicians ) which things not withſlading Treferre 
ro the indgement of the Church, and doftors of more diſcre- 
tid. Laſt of al,certain proofes out of Scripture ſhalbe brought 
of the maner of Chriſt his commyng, and of the effelt of the 
laſt indgement : with an exhortation to watchfulneſſe , for 


that moſt io) ful commyng of our bridegrome. 


C 1 hat there ihalbea deſtruction 


of this worlde , a reſurreFion.. 


of the fleſhe, anda generall judgement 
ofall mankynde, 


>| Specialy(ſetting apart 
al other darke fignifi- 
cations of the world, 
which in holy Scrip. 
4D | cure are to be founde 
Q [cuerye where) in this 
place talkyng of his 
deſtraction , we take 
the ſame ( as Ariftor/e 
doothin his booke'ot 
the World)for a knit- 
tyng togeather of ce- 
leſhall and 1uferiour 
bodyes diſpoſed by Arte,which dooth containe liuing 
creatures , and all other things which are ingendred 
and remaine in euery part. And becauſe inthe ſame 
Is to be ſeenea wonderfull ſhewe,therfore doo the La 
Fines very well take his denomunation from fayrenes, 
fo that they cal the world,as the Grecians doo, xcoyoy, 
a goodly ſhew,or ornament, from the perfect excellen- 
Cie therof, as P/mre writeth :-which woonderful peece 
of woorke ( as appeareth by the manner of his creati- 
on, and holy Scripture dooth plainly and fufficiently 
auouch the ſame ) was only to that ende buylded, that 
it ſhould bea houſe or dwelling place for mankinde, 
For when our moſt mighty and eternall God by his 
woord of power, had created of nothing, all things, as 
wel ſenſleſſe, as hauyng life , at length he made Agar, 
whom he appoynted Lord ofal creatures, and poſleſ- 
for of Paradiſe , ſituated in the mydſt of this goodly 
and 
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and glorious world-and faſhioned him alſo vpright, 
and 1nnocent ( accotding to his owne likeneſle ) that 
the Lord God of him might worthely be worſhipped. 
Here the yn{peakcable loue of God towards mankind 
is moſt diligently to be conſidered . Forit the Lorde 
God for our ſakes h th erected this famous and excel- 
lent peece of woorke, to bean abiding place for man- 
—_ of which he would gather to hym felfe a perpe- 
tual Church : howe fayre and glorious ſhal we thinke 
thateuerlaſting Temple to be,which he hath prepared 
for his cle& in Chriſt,and for his heauenly and celeſtial 
warriours? In which place we ſhall enioy the ſight of 
our cuerlaſting God , and ſhal knowe hym in maicſtie 
and glory cuenas heis. Truely no compariſon of ex- 
cellencie betwene theſe can io much as in imagina- 
tion be conceyued,although the beautie ot this world 
and vniuerſitie be ſuch, as mans wit cannot ſufhcient= 
ly thinke of the ſame. Becauſe as betwene the crea- 
tureand the exeator there is no<quality,ſo greatisthe 
oddes betweene viſible things created, and ſuperce- 
leſtiall to vs altogether inuitible, where the ſonne of 
God wyth all Sainctes, inthe circuitc of all Angels 
with God the father hath his cternall ſeate and con- 
tinuall abiding. But all men through the fall of 4- 
dam are become vnworthy of that place which was 
appoynted for Ada being pure from ſinneand vn- 
potted, Neither had the world any more borne him 
according to this immutable ſentece of God/at what 
tyme thou ſhalt eate of the tree of hyoweledge of good and 
exill, thou ſhalt die the death) had not that ouer merci- 
ful God through his deep & ſecrete counſayle, recey- 
ued him &al the ele& into fauor by the promiſed ſeed 
of the woman, by Chriſt theſonne of God, which was 
to come jnthe fleſh. And therforeifthe world haue 
hitherto, andas yet ſhall continue, it is onely A” for 
elr 
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""& COMfortabie diJconrſe..” 
their ſakes which are choſen in Chriſt: whoſo-fumbe® 
being full, the world mult of neceſſitie fayle, and fall 
downe flat : for which cauſe the Lord hath a certayne 
tyme of the worlds deſtruction; becauſe by the finne 
aud wickednes of yngodly men being' marueilouſly 
polluted, and accurſed, it dooth together wyth all 0- 
ther creatures (as Saynt Pax/e ſfayth) ſubie& to the Roms. 
Gme corruption, deſire a delinerance from euil. And 
therefore that this vniuerfall world maye be brought 
to his formeriutegritic , itmuſtof neceſsitie be conſu- 
mied,and burne with fyrein the comming oftheLord, 
aSEſay witneſſeth , ſaying : Beholde,the Lorde wyll come 166, 
in fire,and his chariot ſhalbe bke a whyrle w  ynde that he may 
render bus indignation inheate and his correttion in flames of 
fire © becauſe the Lord wyll indge in' fire. And S. 
Peter (aith': The day of the Lord'wyll come hike a thiefe, ar *Per.y - 
Whichtyme the heauens with great ſprede: fall vaniſh , the 
Elementes with that heate ſhalbe diſſolved: and the earth, 
with all cantaynedin the ſame , ſhatbe couſumed with fire. 
No marucilethen though Ethnikes and moſt famous 
_ hers :folowing +the:. deniſes. of their owne 
brane, ftrduhgers altogeather; ad ignorantin Seri 
pans eas Hane cogitations;of thi 
world. Ariſtotle the Prince of Philſophers,dreameth; ariltode; 
thatthe world neuer had. beginnyng : becauſe ( as 
hefaith the gods in this infinite eternitic haue not 
Rs But Plato: beyng of anothermynde, will plas in Tine 
thattheworld was made, yethe thinkerh the fame to 
be Animal immortale : «A creature which ſhall not dye, 
butremayne for ener. Plinie beteeuethy the world to be Pliniusnarbil 
an eternall and ynmeaſurable godhead, neither be. <p 
gottenat any tyme, nor ſhalbe Etroged, Others (as ,.; re 
Epicures).imagine that there isnotone world onely, 
_—_ , whereof fome take place , _— a- VOTES! 
uoyde, Plato alſo icſtingly ſayth, that before nyne Platoin Ablay 
UOY UT all ng fs . th qd *% 


&egpuans,' 


Rſay. 56. 


Yup 3." nolyfeatterthis lyfe, norewardes for wel dooing , no 
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ces by the teſtumonies of Chriſt , of the Prophets, and 
Apoltles 


JF econa comming of (rift, 


thouſande yeares paſt, there. was another manner of 


eActhens, and farre better citizens. 

Herodotus ſaith, that the eE£gyptiavs haue made 
mention of tenne thouſand yeares and aboue, of the 
worldes continuance.and yet they haue obſerued,that 
the places of theriſingand going downe of the Sunne 
hane been twiſe chaunged, ſothat where nowe it fal- 
Icth,there it hath riſen wiſe, and hath twiſe there gone 
downe, whereitriſeth now., But more woondertul 
andexecrable is it, that among the people of God 
ſhould :be Saduceis,and among Chrittians ſhould be 


 {ſuchmen, which of ſer purpoſe, againſt the manifeſt 


woord of God-dare boldly ſay, and perſwade them 
ſclues, that the world neither had beginnyng, nor ſhall 
haueend, that there ſhalbe no reſurre&on of the fleſh, 


puniſhment for-{inne : and that the-worlde, as it is 
nowe, ſohathit been, and ſhall continue for euer, 
which kynd of men are plaine 40: , men which net- 
ther belecue there isany God, or diuine prouidence 
atal.. And Ifeareme,themoſt part of mankind ( ſach 
asare called in the holy Scripture, worldly mynded, 
and carnal,althoughthey ſeeme neuer ſo fpiritudl ;ca- 
tholike,and would be counted Goſpellers) by the like 
fictions, and dayly ſuggeſtions of the Diuel (although 
not ſo wilfully) flatter them ſclues, and gladly woulde 
be brought.into that opinion : that ſo in a. deſperate 
ſecuritie they paye ſpenderhcir dayesy and augmein 


theirimpietie.:\ — 


Sous proſe Againſt which apparant dotage, and wicked cogt- 
aur of rhe 
werde of 


tations of naughtie men through want of trug know» 
ledge, by the inſtin& of Satan, and corruption of the 
mynde of ma, itſtandes ys yppon to arme our ſelnes 
withthe woorde of God, and confirme our confcieny 


> III ooo 


N_ TITS" - . 


+ as <4 


- 
I —_— 


_ why... * 


+ eD- 4 


DAT. 
PRICE 


4 comfortable diſcourſe. © 


Apoſtles. The holy (cripture in many places dootty 
plainly tell vs, that one day the ſonne of God Chriſt, 
thall come to1udge the quicke and the dead , all flethe 
ſhall riſe,and the world thall be conlumed wyth fire,as 
the abou recited te{timonies beare witnes. To proue | 
thereſurrecion of the ficihe, very many prootes-may ' 
bealledged both out of the olde and newe teltament, 
But amongſt al, the diſputation of Paul may ſuttice ys, 
where, by many arguments he confrmes the reſurrec- | 
tion ofthe fleſh, and copioully and {ufticiently dooth =... 
alſo prooue, that we mult all {tand before the tribu- 
nall icate of Chriſt,to receiue eternall rewardes for our 
deedes be they good or bad, And Chriſtſaith : Mar- 
uell notatthis, tor the day wil come in which al which 
areinthe $ſhall heare the voyce of the ſonne of 

God, and thoſe which haue doone well ſhall come 

forth to the reſurre&ion of lyfe,: but thoſe which haue 

dooneeuill to the reſurrection of iudgement. To this 
purpoſe may berecyted other infinite places of holy 
cripture,and alſo the creede of Thapoſtles,Nicene,and 
Athanaſiar:Burt I pray youwhatauailed religion, faith, 
lope, and that grearpacienceof Chtiſtiansin all their 
troables,and cruell perſecutions 3/ if this dorine of 

the confummation of the world, and ofthe comming 

of the Lotde with that which belongeth thereunto 
(which of all others maye moſt abſurdly bethonght) (pH, ounonls 
were but-a-vaine imagination of the Prophetes, of cfcirt, * 
Chriftandthe Apoiles,and of all the Martyrs in'the Apoites,uo 
Churche , when as no cauſe can beſappoſed,which ,,,. — | 
myghtdriue them to thelooſmg of their fame, theyr +5, 
goods, & their life > 'Sothattruth isſoplaine & #ppa-' 

rant,thara godly &well diſpoſed mynde makes that 
aftireargumentofthe worldes decay .”For theſe god-- 

ly.mEof al othets inthe world moſt miſcrable,ſuffred - 

thoſe greeuous and dircfull thinges, rifor the _ 
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Of the ſecond comming of Cori,” 


of vayne glory, or deſire of riches : but for the loue of 
f p:oofefrom Chrilt through the ſecrete motions of the holy Ghoſt, 

#- the teſtimony perſwading them(elues that in Chriſt was hid the trea- 
ofthe boly ſure of true riches andeternal glory, Whertore it behos: 
i|& ghoſt ucthvs yndoubtingly to think their doctrine to be true 
n '* andcgleſtiall, and not to. proceede from their owne 

| brayne, but to be delinered vnto them by Chriſt, and 
y his holy ſpirit : and the rather bycauſe Chrilt of him- 

; "SEU #: {lfe dooth (aye, that he is the truth, and the life, and 

| auririe, Tthathetelleth ys from the boſomeof his father:and the 
| father ſayth(in the preſence of three. Apoſtles) from 

| Matthsy- hHeauen': This is my beloued ſonne, in whom Tam 

[} pleaſed, heare him * which voyce of Godwas alſo 
| Luc. 9. heard in Iordan when Iohn was baptiſing him. This 
|| Math.3. coeternall ſonne of God, woord of the cuerlaſting fa- 
l ther, creator of all. things, our redeemer Chriſt, of 
j | 
| 


{tte purpoſe taught his Apoſties certayne tokens'of | 
the worlds deſtruction, and his. comming to wm { 
ment., Andalſo in his laſt Sermons(betore he yeel 
himſelfe in our behalfe to the croſle) he playnly dooth 
+ asit were depainte and ſette the ſame before theyr 
Ws. - eyes,and counſaitesthem , and among them eſpecial | 
| ly thoſe which wete to lyue inall tymes, to be watch 
full;ſober,prepared,and ready, leaſtin his tertible vi- | 
bY | ſiration(whole differring bringes too much-ſecuritie | 
| £1 tothereprobate, aud condemned perſons)vppon the | 
"nt 2:2", ,, ſugdainethey be-entrapped}, and asit were taken'in 
” W24-:5. the ſnare. All which Mathew, Marke, and Luke, do ; 
Metke.ty.” ' abundantly ſetfoorth. So thatthetruth teaching rhe | 
fame, nothing ought to be'more credible and cer« 
_ 'taintoaChriſtaman,then thatthe workd(his fultime 
beyng expyred the proiudetice of God the eternall far 
ther Caliboking the lame) thall paſſeaway : and that 
. GhriſtourLorde ſhall corheinthe' the cloudes of hea- 
nent03hg laſtand ynijverſall indgements:;.....-:; = 
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a comfortable diſcourſe. 
The holy Prophets likewiſe hane by dinine inſpir4- P:oofe roms 
tion foretalde many things,of the comming of Chriſt Prophelies, 


inthe fleſh, of hys doctrine, death , and reſurre&ion, 
alſo of the chaunge of Empyres , and of the ruine of 


* many townes , all which are fullye come to paſſe : ſo 


thatnowe they may ſceme not byeuent to haue fore- 

tolde, but to haue drawne a true and certaine hiſtoric 

of theſe thyngs. Howe lyuely Eſaie dooth expreſie ::,.,., 
the natiuite, perſon, doctrine, myracles , death and 35-40.53. 
reſurre&tion of Chriſt , it is well knowen vnto all 

though but meanely readin the Scriptures. Likewiſe 

Daniell, in many places ſeemeth now to haue prophe- Panickerp, 4, 
cied, but orderly to haue written things already done 752* 
of the continuall alterations of Empyres, andof the 
— of Chriſt , thatwell he may be called the 
great Hiſtoriographer. Now what ſhall we ſaye. Syth 
in theſe andall other things their propheſies hane ta- 
keneffeR, and ith they by one and the ſame fpirite 
hane fignifyed of the ſecond commyng of Chritt , in 
which he ſhall declare himſelfe to be 2n cternall kyng 
of all kings and principalities, that theſe ought notto 
be finiſhed? Yes vndoubtedly : ſothat he ſhall put all 
kingdomes of this world 'ynder: hys feete , and ſhall 
hewe them lykea ſtone, which is cut. from the moun- 
taine, He appeared vnto King Nabuchodonozor with- 
out handes to bruſe that great Image which offred it 
{lfe vntothe King in his ſleepe.: vnderwhich accors 
ding tothe interpretation of Darrell, were fygured 
all the Empyres of the worlde.- Arid the ſame' hea- 
uenly Prophet by the ſame ſpirit dyd foretell chat God 
would rayfe vp an everlaſting , and perpetuall king- 
dome,which all the Sainesof God after judgentent 
ſhall poſſefle world without ende. Nowe wha tes is 
there ? Whyby lyke certayntie-\thoſe'thingsg/lnex 
be . Whicti hane. been-ſpokttafore; of tha dg- 
bRwta hw I firucion 
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Provfe from 
the iuſtice of 
God, 


ſtruction of this world, and eternall gouernment of 
Chriſt. Sith that kingdome is perpetuall , and not to 
be ouerthrowen ; prepared for the Saines of God 
fromeuerlaſting, as fayth and Chriſtian Religion do 
confirme, And from the ſame ſpiritof truth are theſe 
things vttered : Gods prouidence alſo is certaine. His 
eternal pleaſure not chaungeable : and in his power, 
which ofnothing created the worlde,nothing 1s wan= 
ting. Where of thoſe things none except eithera mad 
_— poſleſſed with ſome wicked ſpirit,canraile any 
oubt. . | 
Beſides, theeternall iuſtice of God the ryghteous 
1udge dooth greatly exa& , that euery man be rewar- 
ded according to his deſertes , of which mult needes 
be gathered, that the ſtate of .ggood men mult be glo« 
rious , of wicked\, molt miſerable . Which commeth 
to paſſe cleane contrary in this wretched world, where 
moſt commonly good and well diſpoſed perſons are 
with troubles tormented , wyth bani:hment mol e« 
ſted, with loſſe of goods vnpuniihed, and with all 
miſeries ouerwhelmed : but the wicked are with deli- 
cious fare nouriſhed , with goods enriched, with 
oftices preferred , and for auGhotitie honored, As 
- Daxi41n theſe woordzs dooth- bitterly complaynet 


Ply; '® My feete were almoZt gone, and my treadings had welnigh 


ſiipt. And why? [was greeued at the wicked , when [ ſawe 
them'in ſuch proſperitie : For they are in no perill of death, 
but are luftic and ſtronge : They labour not tyke other men, 
werther are they plagued lyke other folke : eAnd therefore 
pryde compaſſeth them as dooth a chaine : and they haue put 
on th: garment of crueltie : Their eyes are ſwollen with fat= 
weſſe, and they doo what they IyFt : They marre others , aud 
ſpeake marueilouſly,yea thry blaſphee the moit hyghefF.And 
4 little after." Behold, ch:ſe wngodly proffer in the worldey 
ed enriche themſelues greatly * and Lſayde , then pre 4 
. C716 
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the reproch of his people fromthe earth, tecanſe the Lorde, 
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elenſed my hart in vaine, audwaſhed my handes in innacen- 
cie: All the day long haxe I been puniſhed, & chaftened exe- 
morning : yea, and Thad almo#t ſaydenen as they : but 

= then ſhould I haue condemned the generation of thy 
chilaren.” And therefore there muſt of neceſsitie be a- 
nother lyte after this, inwhich, according tg the iuſte 
iudgementofGod, euery man mult receyue eternall 

and woorthy recompence for their woorkes be th 

good or bad : eternall glory, or eternall infamie. Euen 

as Daxid alſo inthe ſame Plalme to the comforting of 
himſelfe and the Church, telleth vs in theſe woordes: 

Then thought [to underſtand this, but it was too harde for 

me , vntyll I went into the ſanttuarie of God , then vnder« 
ſtoode [the ende of theſe men, Namely howe thou ha#t ſes 

them in ſlipperie places and wilt make them fal downe into 
Aeſolation. O how ſuddamely doo they conſume,vanſh,and 

come toa fearefull ende + yea enen as a dreame are they, 

when one awaketh : Lorde when thou raiſeſt the dead, tho 

wilt diſpiſe therr image. And beſides eſpecially it agreeth 

to the diuine iuſtice (afterall good woorkes , or bad 
committed in this body)that all bodies knit with their 
ſoules, doo riſe,and receiue that which they haue de- 
ſerued. Which thing Eſay moſt plainly dooth ſignify in 57-66. 
this maner : Allfleſhe ſhall come to worſhip before my face, 
ſayththe Lord: And they ſhall come foorth and ſee the dead 
bodjes of men, which hane done wickedly againit me : there 
worme ſhall not aye , and their fire ſhall not be extinguiſhed, 

&c. And /objn plaine wordes dooth witnes, that thoſe 1ob.1s, 
bodies which we now haue,we ſhall receiue again. For 

thus he ſaith : / know that my redeemer lynet h , and that 1 
ſhall riſe in the laſt day from the earth, & ſhallbe clad again 

with my ſkin, and in my fleſh,] ſhal ſee God, hom I my ſelfe 

ſhal beholde,and mine eyes ſnal ſee.and nene other. Then(as 
Eſay writeth)/ha/death be vtterly dewonred and the Lord — 
God ſhal waſhe away al teares from enery face.and will rake 


hath 
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their be death any more , nor weeping 107 CT), neither anye 

; Pre griefe becauſe the former things are paſ}. | 
Proofe from the -.. Moreouer, the. Lord God is notonely juſt , butal- 
duinerruds, fo truthitfelte. And thereforeall thoſe things which 


| if the holy Ghoſthe hath reuealed touching the end of 


| i | the world, the Reſurrection of the flejh, the laſt judge» 
| f | ment of Chriſt , and the eternall lyfe of thegodlye, 
ſ and the''cternall death of the wicked which is: to 


j come ; {hall ſ6certainely comt;: as nothingought to 
i be mort certaine ynto vs), hotwithſtanding thatmans 
il reaſon, andthe doctrine of th&-Philoſophers cannot 
| ſafficiently conceaue the fame . Forif be be truth, 
hoy catihe lic 2/'Or; fith'all which hath been ſpoken 
\afore of Chriſtes-comming in the fleſh, of his death, 
and reſurre&ion;, of alteration of Eriipires , be ſuftict» 
ently fulfilled ;: How can we otherwiſe thinke, bur 
that theſe things which of the ruine of the world,and 
of Chriſteseternall kingdome,reuecaled vnto vs of our 
moſt mightie and bleſled God, mult lykewyſe come 
to paſſe? > er which hath been ſpoken, 
was tonootherend ſpoken, bitto proue this :: and 
the ſumme'of Chriſtian religion conliftes 'in theſe 


nt A 

Whichdemonſtration going before; and true te« 
+ marr 4 Scripture, in my indgement maye 
q ſuffice bothtot nw. ofour Lich, and cuts 
| ting of all doubting 'of that. noble coming of Chrilk 
3 ' our Lorde to indgement, -of theende of this ſinfull 
1 world,of the glorious exhortation of his Church,and 
- ofthe ytrer damnation of the reprobate. Wherefore 
4 now will endeuonr by teſtimonies of diuine Ora- 
sf cles, probable reaſons and coniecures, toſhewe that 
[{N * the world cannot paſle the time of ſixe thouſande 


YeUcs, F 
C That 


mg.0of (;ori/t, 


hath ſpoke it.Neither(as lohn ſaith in hisreuelation) /ia/ 


by the Prophets and Apoſtles through the inftin&of ' 
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a comfortable Diſcourſe. 
That the world ſhall not endure 


aboue ſixe thouſande yeares. 


—— Aint Auftive, and ma- 


things Philip Melanc- 
ton, and Regner Pre- 
din a man of ripe ler- 
ning and iudgement, 

| Moderator of Gronin- 
TA £4 » haue been of this 
: opinion, that that Pro- 
phecie of Ehas concerning the worlds continuance fixe 
thouſange yeres, 15 without all doubt true, and to be 
credited, Notwithſtanding that Prophecic is not to be 
read inthe holy ſcripture, but in the books of the Ra- 
bines , asin the firſte Chapter, and firlte booke Aboda- 
z-4ra:alſoin the fourth part of the Thahmwdicianwork,in 
the Sanbedrin book, and laſt Chapter of the ſame and 0- 
ther places , where thatis alledged of the &abines for 


the true (aying of Ehas. The words are theſe : Two Fs prophe- 


thouſande vaine, Two thouſande the Lawe , Two thou- 
ſfande Chriſt. And for our ſinnes which are manie and 
marucilous, ſome yeres which are wanting ſhall not be 
expired. 

By which ſaying the world is notably denided into 
three ages, or eſpeciall courſes, and doth (hewe both 
whe Chriſtſhould come, and how long the ſtate of this 

A.i, world 


Augnt, in Tip 
> books a- 


nie moe of antiquitie, ,,yui »ar, 
together with moſte 
learned men of our 
tyme, and my maſters, 
WY | excellentlie ſcene m ail 


ie, 
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world ſhould continue. Two thouſandeyeres was the 


world without any lawes, ordeined expreſſely by the 
worde of God, which being tiniſhed,Circumciſion,and 
afterward the Lawe was giuen , and a certaine gouern= 
ment, and true manner of woorſhipping of God , was 
inſtituted by the worde of God . But about the mid- 
dle age of the world, when as three thouſande yeeres 
were paſt, to wit, inthe time of /oſaphar King of /uda, 
and Achab King of {ſrael/, did this diuine Prophet vt- 
ter this Prophecie, by which he did ſignihe the true and 
certaine tyme of Moles gouernmer, and of the coming 
ofthe Meſlias or ſonne of God, which ſhould manifeſt 
himſelfe, preach, and be crucified of the /ewes. And he 
ſhewed, that almoſt a thouſande yeeres did remaine, 
before Chriſt ſhould come and the Goſpell begin to be 
preached: & about two thouſad yeres atter his coming, 
the world ſhould periſh and come to nought. Nowe 
ſith according to this Prophecie of Ehas, the euent hath 
proued two thouſande yeeres to haue beene palt before 
Circumciſion, and manifeſting the lawe,and two thou- 
ſandealſo to haue paſſed when Chriſt came, (tor ynrill 
the thirtie yeere of Chriſtes age,at which tyme Iohn did 
Preparethe way to theLord, and Chrilt began to ac- 
compliſh the will of his father, did the fourth thou- 
fande continue) itis to be thought vndoubtedly, that 
nowe inthe oldeageof theworld, the euent will an- 
fweare to his prpphecie, and that as in the middle, and 
flouriſhing ſtate ofthe world,God carried Ehas by a firy 
chariotinto heauen, ſoin the ende and vaniſhing tyme 
thereof, he wil exalt vs with him ſelf into the celeſtial ha- 
bitatio, of which no doubt Ehas was a figure coſtituted 
of god.But(as Ehas ſaith)ſome yeres ſhalbe wating. For 
the Lord God, becauſe of wickednes,(hall haſten his c6- 
ming,ſo that ſix thouſand yeeres may not fullie be expt- 


red. Which prophecig was vitered by mn" * 
| y 
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holy ghoſte, and is no fiction of the Rabwmes, as are ma- 

nye things in thoſe Thalmudician bookes , and may in 

my iudgement, be cofirmed by the anſweare of Vrie/ the 

Angell vnto the demaunds of Eſdras, although Hie- 

rome, and thoſe which followe him, doubt hereof. But 

Theodore Bibliander in the explication of Eſaras his 4.Eſdras.4, 

dreame, doth ſay, that Hierome did rather imitate the 

raſhnes of the lewes, than probable reaſon. - And Tieindge: | 
roueth by many moſte plaine arguments, this fourth ne 

booke to be E/aras owne booke,Prophetical,& diuine: ning the 

and faith : That marueill it is not though this diuine -——— > 

booke ( bycauſe it moſte plainly telleth of the raigne, 

and cheifeſt, lawfull, and euerlaſting kindome of leſus 

Chriſt, and alſo of the refuſall of the Iewes, and conuer- 

fion of the //rac/ites ynto Chriſt the Lorde) be deſpiſed 

ofthe blinded ſynagog of the /ewes, which do wilfull 

ſet themſclues againſt their ſauiour : And alſo adderh 

that this booke is yetextant in the Hebrue tongue , and The anfwears 

was tranſlated out of the ſame . To this E(dras (de- 0f,* © 

maunding of /74e//the Angell, whether the time paſt, 

be greater than the time thatis to come,or whether that 

which is to come, exceede the tyme paſt? ) the Angell 

doth anſweare by two ſimilitudes. And doth ſhewe vn- 

to him firſta burning fornace, and afterwarde, a wa- 

triecloude, and ſaith, Marke whether the fire do ouer- 

comethe ſmoke, and the ſhowre the drops? or other- 

wiſe? To whom Eſdras ſayth:I ſeeLordgghat a very great 

ſmoke doth paſſe away,I ſee alſo a greatſhowre to come 

powring downe: but afterwarde I perceiue the flame to 

ouercome the {\moke,8& the drops the ſhowr. Then ſaith 

the Angel. Now iudge of the continuance of the world. 

Euen as firſt the ſmoke vanquiſhed the fire , and the 

drops theſhowre: ſo the yeeres of the tyme paſt, ſhall 

exceede the tyme which is to come. But nowe, accor- 


ding to the computation of yeeres, it is cuident thar 
A.u. Eſdras 
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Eſaraslined aboute the thirde thouſande and fi ie hun- 
dred yeereafter the worlds creation, and a while after 
Cyr«s death : from which tyme, aboue two thouſande 
(Nik yceresare conſumed. Wherefore,we doo ſee this pro- 
If! phecic marucilouſly to agree with that of E4as, and the 
if ende of the world to be nigh at hande. 
| Pal.ge, Moreouer, bycauſe the holy ſcripture doth witneſle, 
aÞct-:« that a thoulande yeeres, with Godis but as one daie, 
andalſo that the Lord God fixe daies was occupied in 
framing the world, but the ſeuenth day reſted, therefore 
Melantton, Oſiander, and others,haue-puta greate my- 
*R ſterie in the ſame, and haue perſwaded themſclues, that 
kom the (7x (FOM this number of daies, that ſaying of Ehas was bor- | 
daies of crea- FOWCA : which me thinkes to be true. For cuen as God | 
TiO. in ſixedayes made all things, and reſted the ſeuenth : ſo | 
by the miniſterie of his worde in thislyfe within the | 
compaſſe of ſixe thouſande yeeres he will gather his y 
Church, with which in the ſeuenth he will celebrate and | 
keepe holy his cuerlaſting Sabboth. Caſpar Pencerrs | 
thinkes Orphexs to haue been of this opinion , whoſe | 
words Plato did thus recite; 
xn Co Yuen XATATLYTETY X00 409 Gid'yG, 
Although in all the ſacred ſcripture there be no place | 
as touching the determination of any certaine tyme, . 
more agrecing with Ek Prophecie,then that anſweare | 
of 7iellynto Eſaras : yetwill we proue the ſameto be 
moſtetrue by things alredie paſte, by the ſtate of things 
preſent, & other tokens as hereafter in their place or- | 
derlic ſhalbe ſhowen . Neither is it to be doubted, but | 
that by the certain prouidence, predeltination,and wil. 
dome of Go1al thirtgs for his glory,& the ſafetie of his | 
Church be marucilouſly mainteined,and toa far other 
purpoſe then any man can imagin. And theretore vnder 
the che:fhiſtories of the old tettament, we ſee our moſt 


bleſſed & mightie God to haue hidde great Myſteries 
to betypes, figures, and ſhadowes,of the life, death,re- | 
fureftion 
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furretion, andraigne of Chriſt, as the ſtorie of 4br4- 
bams offring of Iſaac,of loſeph the Patriarch,of the bra- 
zen Serpent, of Samſon, Daxid,Jonas the Prophet,which 
was three dayes in the belly of a whale : and ſolikewiſe 
ſome otherlcarned men, very probably hauereaſoned, 
that Henoch, being from Adamthe ſeucth,was a figure ONE of 
of the laſt iudgemet,and of our aſcendinginto heauen. neraion” 1; 
Forcuen as the corporal death bycaule of finne forcea- ſeuenth from 
bly did raigne, and beare ſwaye ouer the fixe fathers of Aw. 
the Churc zo WIt,0ucr Adam, Seth, Enos, Kenan, Ma 
balatel, and [arecd, but ypon the ſeuenth,which was E. 
och,could exerciſe no force or power at all: ſolikewiſe 
by the ſpace of fixe thouſande yeeres, which tyme the 
world ſhalendure,death (hal beare a ſway,butin the ſe- 
nenth thowſand, which ſhalbe the beginning of the ce- 
leſtzall & cnerlaſting lite , his force and ſting being loſt, 
he ſhal vtterly be aboliſhed. To which thing «ds in his 
Epiltle had reſpc&,which ſaith, that this Henoch the ſe- 
uenth after pn , dyd foretell of the laſt iuadgement. 
Which iudgementis giuen of Elias, that he ſhould be a lis. 
type & figure of his owne prophecie. And itis faid,that 
as Henochin generation,ſo Ehas in coputation of yeres, 
was the ſcucth after Adam. For it is reported , that 
next vnto Adam,was Methnſalah: next to Methnſalah, 
Sem: to Sem, [acob: to Iacdb, Amram to Amram, Ahia: 
and to 4hia,Ehas the Prophet. Now if this accompt of 
Elas be altogether trac(as many do coniefure)therets 
no doubt butthe Lord God, would in his wonderfull 
woorks declared to his Saintes and choſen , haue many 
ſecret myſteries , that in the conſiderarion of them, we 
might be inflamed with defire of the celeſtiall and moſt 
blefled life. Here let vs c6ſ(ider,that before the ſenen: h 
thouſand yeare, we ſhalbe taken vp, to meete the Lord 
in the cloudes , euen as E/tas by at:riechariot and hor. 
ſes,was lifted vpto heauen, 
Kinalle alſo the Euangeliſts and Apoſtles, call the 
A.M, ryme 


8, Peter,r, 


Heb.g, 
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tyme from Chriſtes incarnation vntill theende ofthe 
world,the laſte howre,or laſte tymes. Saint Peter ſaith: 
Chriſt was manifeſted in the laſte tymes. And to the 
Hebrewes Paule writeth : Chriſt once was offred in the 
ende of theworld, Neither is this tyme of the Apoſtles 
therfore called the laſt , bycauſe thatcertainly the ende 
of the world is at hande : but becauſe, according to-E- 
les diſtribution, it is the laſte of the three ages of the 
world (which without all doubte they reſpeCted.) Nei- 
therisit to be deemed,that this prophecie was ynknow- 
entothem, but rather that by reuelation of the holy 
Ghoſte, it was ſingularly renued : and therefore in 
deede they call this laſt age of two thouſande yeeres , 
(inthe beginning of which all prophecies and viſions, 
by Chriſt were to be fulfilled ) the laſte tymes, and 
howre. Theſe nowe be the teſtimonies, and coniec- 
tures, by which Thaue ſtudied toproue, (and haue ſa- 
tiſhed my ſelfe )that this world ſhall not continue aboue 
the ſpace of fixe thouſande yeeres .Nowe followe thoſe 
fhings , by which T meanetoſhewe, that the ſixt thou- 
fande yeere ſhal not be expired. 


That the world ſhall not 


endure ſixe thouſande yeeres. 


Se || Owe that the ſixt thouſand yeere ſhalbe 
2M ſhortened, itis apparant, and maye be 
4. { prooued fororder ſake , firſte , by thoſe 
ro woordes of Elias the Prophete, aboue 
BExxz)2;| recited, in this manner : eAnd for our 


4% ] 


_ which are many , and maruecylos, 


ſome yeeres which are wanting , ſpall not be expyred, 
Which 
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VVhich words do not much difagreefro thoſe of Chriſt, 11... 
wherc he ſaith : eAnd except thoſe dayes were ſhortned, 
allfleſh ſhould periſh , but for the elefts ſake ,they ſhall be 
cut of , And although there peraduenture the Lorde 
doth properly talke ot the ruine, & ouerthrowe of Hie- 
ruſalem (as may eaſely be gathered by the circum- 
ſtances of that place) yet may it ſeeme, that he would 
ſpeake the ſame of the vtter deſtruction of the world, 
becauſe in that place he giueth certaine and moſte eui- 
dent ſignes thereof (of which hereafter more atlarge) 
and alſo dooth foretell both of the ouerthrowe of Hie- 
rſalem, and by a certaine confuſion of wordes, of the 
worldes deſtruction : ſo that for the perfe& vnderſtan- 
ding thereof, greate iudgementisto be required. And 
bycauſe the former is a figure of that which is to fol- 
lowe, Iperſwade my ſelfe , that as well by the woordes 
of Chrilt, as bythe prophecie of Ehas, it may be ga- 
thered, that for the ele&es cauſe, thoſe miſerable dayes ' 
of the vtter ouerthrowe, and ending of this wicked cgeaure 
worldihalbe ſhortened , and cut of, Others by proba- from the con. 
ble reaſon endeuour to proue the ſame through con- Metien ofchs 
fideration of the Sabboth daie, which is a true Fo gure of * __ 
the eternall Sabboth, Forin theLawe it was preſcrt- 
bed,that about the euening of the ſixt day,the Sabboth 
ſhould take his beginning .And therefore their coniec- 
ture is not ynlike to be true, which thinke that the eter- 
nal &ſuperexcellet Sabboth of the Lord ſhal begin,not 
at the end of the laſt thouſande yeere, but alitle before. 
Here be ſome other coniecures brought foorth, 
which willyngly I paſſe ouer, and therather , bycauſeI 
know them to be of no great force. The preaching 
But thoſe tokens are dilgentlic to be marked, which ofthe Gopen, 
Chriſt did foretel ſhould goe before the coſummatis of p* Hick | 
the world : that by them we may the more certainly ——_ _ 
thinke and perſwade our ſclues, (ryme preſent, _ iudgerneat. 
ens 


. ” 


Mach, 24. 
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kens foretolde being compared togcrker)that the ende 
of the woilde hangs ouer our neckes. Amorg othcr 
ſignes (inmy judgement) the preaching of the Goſpell 
1s notthelealt, but mole chectely to be noted, as rhat 
by which all other tokens both going before, and fot- 
lowing, in thoſe wordes of Chrilt are knowen to bee 
true tokens of his comming. The wordes of Chriſttel- 
ling vs howe to knowe when the Goſpcll is preached, 
are theſe: And thisGoſpell of the kingdome ſhalbe pre2- 
ched through the vniuerſall world, for a witnes to all 


'nations,and then (l:all the ende come. By which words 


the ſonne of God Chriſt doth playnly teach, that about 
the time of the worlds deſtruction, the true doarine of 
Chriſtſhould be preached. By which is gathered, that 
the ſame was obſcured, defaced, and alm.oft notſpoken 
of, by reaſon of falſe prophets, before that tyme . And 
Chrilt aide,that inthoſe dayes ſhould ariſe many falſe 
Prophets, and by ſaying themſelues to be Chriſt, thould 
ſeduce many. Nowe what is morecuident in theſe our 
dayes ? Hath not the true and ſincere doctrine of the 
free pardoning our ſinnes by Chritt, lien hid theſe my 
yeeres, and vnder the tyrannie of Antichriſt marueloul- 
lie been obſcured ? And the Pope arroganthie vauin= 
ted himſelfe to bee Chriſt , or at leaſte his vicar ? 
What promiſing of pardoning finnes, and redeming 
ſoules out of their fained purgatorie, by theire wicked 
Bulies,and blaſphemous Maſle? what idolatrie in woor- 
ſhipping, and impietie inrecejuing Chriſt in the ſacra- 
ment ? Finally what diners and diuiliſh ſuperſtitions 
haue been praGiiſed, ſo well itis knowen vnto all men, 
thatIneede not to reckenthem. And nowe againel y 
the vnſpeakeable grace and mercie of God, we plainhe 
perceiue ſuch a cleare light of the Goſpcllto ſhine ouer 
the whole world, that in ſpight of the diucll and all his 
adherentes, it caſtes his bcames oucr all nations. And 
| therefore 
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therefore what other things ſhall we looke for , but as 
Chriſt did foretel,a ſodaine downtall of this wretched 
world? Forit we readeeyther the holy Byble of God, 
or hiſtoricall bookes of prophane men, we (hall inde 
that God hath alwayes tollowed the cxample of a 
ryghteous indge, which before he condemnea man 
for his oftences, will firit accuſe by witneſle : ſo God, 
betore he ſend plagues and puniſhment for our tranl- 
greſ{sion,dooth firit put vs in minde of our wickednes 
by preaching of the Goſpell, and declaring his diuine 
pleaſure : that by conſideration of our diſobedience, 
we may turne to the Lord by repentance and lyue, 
Firſt we haue a notable example fm in Noes prea 
ching , by which the Lord God dyd firſt accuſe the 
world of diſobedience, bctore he drowned the ſame 
for lacke of repentance. So lykewiſe he dyd not bring 
thetenne Tribes of 1ſ{racll into captiuitie , before he 
had ſent Eſay,Oſee,and other Prophets to call them 
from iniquitie . The lyke abokad and foureand 
thyrty yeeres after happened to the Tewes, when by 
the preaching of /eremre, Ezechiel.and other Prophets 
of God , they would not beware of diſobeying Gods 
maieſtie. At the length , many yecres being ſpent, 
our mercifull father God almyghty , ſent fyrſt /oh 
Baptiſt , after him Chriſt his onely begotten ſonne, 
then the Apoſltles,to call them. to repentance, and to 
open the way to ſaluation in Chriſt, prowiſed before 
by the Prophets, then performed , and willing to be 
receyued,it they would imbrace him . But they were 
ſo farre from belecuing them , that theyr preachin 
they lothed, oh» they beheaded , Chriſt was crucified, 
jr Apoſtles eyther by ſhamefull death cruellye 
murdered,orart leaſt, by ill intreating miſerably tor- 
merted. And therefore not vndeſeruedly was that 
famous Citix of ſo infamous a people , by the Ro- 
G | | B.. manes 
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ſhame of theirs and ſubuerſion of their citie(as Dai- 
ell before,and our Sauiour afterward did propheſiz) 
dooth and (hall continue; till the world hauz an ende. 
After this,Paule preached to the Colloſt225,L,204rcrans, 
and Hierapolians , but they contemned,and cared not 
for his words : and therefore ( as 0-9/7 witneſlerh) 
theearth opencd and fivallowed them vp . And hy- 
thertoalſo dooth that doctrine of Paule tende, tea- 
ching thatthe wicked ſonne of perdition ſhould be 
diſcouered,and by the ſpirit of the mouth of God de- 
faced, and atterward,by the glorious comming of the 
ſonne of God, vtterly deltroyed . Nowe who 1s that 
ſame deſperate ſonne fitting in the teple, as God him- 
ſelf, itiseaſie to be knowen : and how he by the prea- 
ching of the Goſpell hath been diſcouered,experience 
doth ſhew : and we hereafter at large will prooue,that 
heis,and hath of long tyme continued, the Byſhop of 
Rome, Now ſith we behold his doctrine, and authort- 
tic by the force of Gods word to be ſo ouerthrowen, 
(as they are iudged almolt mad me, which ſeeme any 
way to fauour him,)what other thing can follow, but 
that God is ready to come vpon vs, and {tandes atour 
doores? Andthatnot only his hauty courage ſhalbe 
abated, and his execrable crueltie altogether aboli- 
ſhed, bur alſo that the whole and vniuerſall world, for 
all ſinnes committed ſince the beginning, be accuſed, 
& ſo condemned toeternal tormentes ; becauſe wic- 
kedly they haue cotemned the graceof God offred vn- 
tothem continually, and wilfully refuſed to taſt the 
ſweetneſſe of the Goſpel, and forſake their ſinnes and 
wickedneſle by repentance. | 
Beſides, Chriſte hath geuen many other ſignes and 
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peſtilence , earthquakes , and that countrey ſhal riſe a- 
gainſt countrey , and that cruel perſecution ſhalbe ex- 


erciſed : alſothat in thoſe dayes ſhalbe ſignes in the Luk. i, 


Sunne, Moone, and Starres. &c. Al which cannot be 
tokens, vnleſle the preaching ofthe Goſpel go before. 


For Signes,cxcept they be knowen, cannot be ſignes: 


becauſe inall tymes, thoſe atorcſayd euylles haue ap- 
pearedeyther more or lefle, and theretore of themſel- 
ues cannot be ſ{ignes. Butwhen al thoſe cuyſs imme- 
diately after the preaching of the Goſpel, haue come 
on heapes abundantly vppon vs, am than cuer 
they dyd inany age long before vs, no doubt they do 
prognoſticate and foretel vs,of the conſummation of 
this moſt wicked worlde . Beſides, that theſe tokens 
which Chriſt dyd recite, do foreſhewe the worldes de- 
ſtruction , and notthe ſubuerſion of the Temple, itis 
apparant,becauſe he ſaith,char people again#t people, and 
kingdome againſt kingdome ſhall ariſe, Whiche thyng 
was not done before the deſtruction of Hieruſalem, 


thateuerI could reade. For then, what kingdome a- An anfwere 


gainſt kingdome ? what people againſt people what, 
and howe great warres were then? All which we do 
not onely ſee to haue been done , butalſoto our paine 
feelethem , beſides more greeuous things not yet 
heard of, but more to be feared, and circumſtances 
bring vs to that mynd, to thinke that more intole- 
rable things are Rm to vexe vs, both of Turke 
and _—_— And thatalſoin the ſame place(as appea- 
reth) the Lord vnderſtoode the laſt preaching,not the 
beginnyng of his Goſpel, thereof it tseuident, becauſe 
by and by he adioyneth , That the Goſpell beginnyng 
toſhine every where,a viſitation ſhal come, and end of 
all thyngs : Otherwiſe, if this place were to be vnder- 
ſoode of the firſt openyng of the Goſpel, by the Apo- 
ſtles, no doubt this ende had been come many hun- 

Bu, dred 
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dred yeares agoe. Beſides,the Euangeliſtrerurneth to 
the former queſtion of the Temples, and Hieruſalems 
deſtrution,trom whence he digrefſed. Peraduenture 
alſo the Euangeliſtes haue confounded theſe twoythat 
not by the ſame wordes they might finiſh nowe that, 
now this particularly: becauſe peraduenture they were 
of this opinion, that they thought, that afrer the ſub- 
ucrfionof Hieraſalem, ſhould immediately follow the 
deſtru&ion of the world : whoſe ende (as Chriſt ſaid) 
ſhould be ſo ſodaine,as nothing coulde be more. Bur 
Chriſt our Lorde coulde of his owne accorde diſioyne 
thoſe things,to make them darke for atyme,which he 
would not haue to be knowen, and could make them 
manifeſt, when it were for his glory,and our profite,at 
atymeconuenient, 

But to make of theſe tokens foretold of Chriſt, any 
long diſcourſe, it were a great labour , and peraduen- 
ture tedious to the Reader , becauſe the thing itſelfe, 
and experiencedo ſufficiently proue, theſe ſignes after 
the manifeſting of the Goſpel, to haue been tultylled, 
except onely thoſe in the Sunne,, and Moone, and 0- 
ther Starres,as yet haue not appeared , Whiche Chriſte 
doth tel, ſhould eyther ſhew rhem {clues alitle before, 
or in his very comming . The Marhematicians and 
eAſftronomers tadgement notwithſtanding is, thatin 
many hundred yeeres paſt, were neuer {cene ſo manye 
Eclipſes in the Sunne and Moone, nor yetſo ſtrange 
copulations of Planets as wyll appeare within fewe 

, which no doubtareto threaten ynto vs daun- 
gersand miſerable dayes, as hereafter ſhalbe ſhewed. 
Here I will not ſpeake of the prodigious Comets, and 
Meteores , which many tymes haue:been marked in 
this ourage. Neyther wy! I call to mynde the judge- 

. mentofAſtronomers,and chictelt Diuines ypon x DA 
Stare, whiche within theſe three yeares , ſhewed f 


' 
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ſelfe certayne monethes togeather, as the very mel. 
ſenger,and warner of Gods comming to iudgement: 
and the rather, bicauſe it ſcemed to be of the tame na- 
ture and qualytie wyth that which toretolde the birth 
of Chriſtthe king of the ewes, vnto the wyſemen, 
Alſo I will in filence paſle over the ſtraunge earth- 
quakes , which in our dayes haue happened in manye 
places(as of late at Ferraria in 7ralie) and in Friſcland, 
the nature of which Soyleis left ſubie& to the ſame. 
But (I beſeech you) let vs call to our remembraunce, 
all thoſe euils,which as yzt we doo as it were beholde 
and haue taſted,not heard of, doo ſee with our eyes, 
and to our great griefe ſuffer them continually. What 
a greeuous peltilence and plague theſe many yeeres, 
both with vs andin other places hath reygnzd , and 
tyrannically dooth exult ouer all perſons, and bring 
very many to their graues,and according to the iudg- 
ment of the learned (which arein opinion that it wall 
and mult continue yet moe yeeres)will diſpach many 
moe? Whatalong dearth of Corne , and great ſcar- 
ſitic of all things 2. Whata multitude in the cauſe of 
religion, hane {nffred the loſe of life and lyuing? What 
thett and robberyes on al ſides,both on ſea and land? 
Whart an infinite company haue in cruell figat been 
miſerably layne and murderedin Frawzce , Flawnders, 
and Friſeland? 

But 1 am troubled, and that greatly,to think on and 
recitethe calamities which Friſela- by ſtrange and 
ynaccuſtomed ouerflowings of waters hath felt:eſpe- 
cially by th: two later, wk<reof one happened in the 
yeere of our Lord .1574- the fourth of Nouember,in 
which men-and bealtes in number infinite, were 
drowned, and was of ſuch agreat depth , as almoſt it 
myght be called the Fri» floud . The other chaun- 
ced in a more dangerous and woorſetyme , three 
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dayes before the Feaſte of Saint Barrholomewe, in the 
yeere of our Sauiours incarnation . 1573. the which 
in many places brought more hurt to many men, 
than the former , becauſe by the ſame, all corne on 
the grounde, and other fruite periſhed miſerablie,by 
reaſon whereof, great dearth and penurie enſued . $0 
that in thoſe Coitries, tt might wel be ſaid that thoſe 
wordes of Chriſt were fulfilled , ſaying : The people 
ſhalbe at their wittes endes,at the roring of the Sea and ſalt 
Waters.\Wherefore let vs giue credit ynto thoſe words 
of Chriſt, andlet them be vntovs for moſt certayne 
tokens of the ſuddayne commyng of our Sawour to 
1dgement. 

There are beſides theſe ,other ſignes ofthe oldnes 
of the world , and of his ouerthrowe : becauſe we 
playnlie perceyueal things dayly to waxe woorſe and 
woorſke, and decreaſe in their vertue . The aire is of- 
tentimes corrupt , ſometime with vntimely ſhowers, 
ſometime with vnprofitable drineſſe, now with too 
much colde,now with extreame heate. The fruitful- 
nes of thc feildeis not ſuch as it hath been atoretime: 
Riches and ſubſtance we ſee conſumed : The Proge- 
nie of great and Noble men , we perceiue dayly to be 
multiplyed , but their patrimonie is no whit encrea- 
fed, but im ayred by diſcorde . By which it com- 
meth to paſſe, that many great men and Lordes, bend 
all their cogitations tothe oppreſcing of their poore 
Tenantes, and by aften fines,and exadtions,bring ho- 
neſtmen to beggerie, «nd by the example of Pharao, 
make {laues of their ſeruame« and ſubiecs: as though 
they were appoynted of God, to liue, not for the de. 
fence ofthe good, puniſhment of the wicked, and 
preſeruation of juſtice , but to them ſelues, and'to 

amper their bellies with cheare ,-and theyr 
ackes with braue apparell . And thereforedo thoſe 
ER Empires 
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Empires now ſhewe themſelues to be as cancred and 
ruſte Iron, which in tymes pait were as bright Siluer, 
or glittering Golde.But I doe not ſpeake theſe things 
of true noble men,and of good Princes , which do ex- 
acte things neceſſaric to the defence of the common 
weale , and for the conſerflation of their Maietie, 
which things wythout all#ontrouerſie the worde of 
God doth allow them to haue. Noweit isnotto be 
doubted , ſith for the ſinnes of the people ſuch tyran- 


nieis growen tothe top,but thele Pharaoes with ſud- FromPharoeg 
daine deſtruction of the world, ſhalbe ouerwhelmed, **=vle. 
euen as that Pharao in perſecuting the people of Iſra- Exoda4. 


el, (which for a tyme he had with greeuous yoke of 
{laueric oppreſſcd,) was with all his hoſte drowned in 
the red ſea. Thereaſon is not ynlike , heisa figure, 
and the ſame God is now which then was , readie to 
deliuer his people from calamitie,and to take reuenge 
on the wicked, for their crueltie. 

Another greatargumet ofthe worlds conſumma- 
tion,is, becauſe all good artes,& learning, haue theſe 
fewe yeeres been ſo contemned, and Vniuerſities and 
{chooles, and (cholaſticall diſcipline (which are the 
cauſcs & fountaines of knowledge) almoſt in =_ 
place come to decay . For Godin this laſt age hat 
thewed his ſinguler and marueilous goodwil towards 


mankynd : eſpecially (in thar ſo great barbarouſnes 
of our Predeceſſore, when all artes and liberall lear- 


ning was hid,and knowen to {cwe , the Latin tongue 
polluted,ſmal cunning in the Greeke : by rayſyng vp 
ſome Yall, Agricola,Eraſmrs, Melanton , and others, 
which with great ſtudy and paynes, haue brought al 
ſciences,& knowledge ofthe tongues to their puritie, 
anddeliuered vntovsa morecaſye way to the attay= . 
ning the perfe& knowledge of them all : by which, 
almoſt all Exrope is ſet free from rude MM * 


the troppe of 
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Afterward, when our moſt bountiful God had giuen 
ys ſuch helpes tothe vnderſtanding of the Scripture, 
by and by he {ct on fyre the Beacon of true doc- 
trine, which of all orher gifts and graces of God,js, 
and ought to be imbraced as chiefelt. 

But by experience we ſee thele giftes of long time 
to haue been at the ful, and now decreaſe. For not ad- 
uiſcd indgement, not that ſharpnes of witte, not that 
great indultrie , and exerciſe in {tudies are now,which 


t of X ; 1 
_ haue been. To this dooth appertayne the maruei- 


lous contempt of all kinde ot knowledge , eſpecial- 
ly of Diuinitie ; 67: cody 7p0; 7' anpra, Allothe 
{mal regard of godly and faythfull Miniſters : by 
which they are brought to ſuch ponertie, or almoſt 
beggery, that their wiues and children muſt be infor- 
cedto liue vppon almes. But what is the cauſe of 
this miſerie ? Is not that intollerable tearyng , and 
{ſpoyling of Church goods the chictelt? Isit not to 
be imputed vnto thoſe Magjiitrates, whoſe care is ſuch 
ouer Miniſters , that they will not allowe them abun- 
dance of worldly wealth , leatt happely by poſſeſſin 

much , they raſt of couetouſnes the roote of all mi- 
Chicfe, and ſodeſiremore? orels fall into ryotouſ- 
neſſe, and ſo become Eprcxres ? Orif that be not in 
their minde, they doo imagine them ſelues to be ſuch 


Lords of body and ſoule , as was of late that Roiniſh 
Tyrant . This may very well wirhoanr offence be con- 


jecured , although it may be thar their inſaciable de- 
fire of worldly promotion, which by ryches without 
vertue may be gotten, istheroote from which ſo di- 
ueliſh fruite dooth proceede . How much better were 
it ifin theſe things a meane were obſcrued, and that 
Churche men had wherewithall to lyue honeſtlye, 
wyth keeping hoſpitalitie, and if that whiche were 
thoughttoo much for them, were Chriſtianly _—_ 
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edeither on thoſe which liuein pouertie, or careful* 

ly reſerued to ſome other good vie? For as plentye 

—_ pride and hautines of mynde : ſo pouertie in- 
endreth contempt, not onely of Minitters, but of 

Ne Miniſtrie alſo, which being diſdayned for lacke of 
referment , mens cogitations are ſo turned, that ra- 

ther they had to bynd their ſonnes to ſome ſeruile oc- 

cupation, then bring them vp in liberall inſtruction: 

by which , muſt needes followenot onely the great 

ſcarſitie of learned men, but alſo greenous want of je nee: ie 

godly Miniſters , and ſo conſequently,the miſerable 

eſtate and ouerthrowe of the Church . Now what 

remayneth but that we certaynly perſwade our ſclues, 

that rheſc are playne and cuident ſfignesand teſtimo= 

nies of Gods great diſpleaſure agaynſt vs for diſpiſing 

his Miniſters, whoſe — neither can tor his 

holines , nor will for his iuſtice ſuffer any time, as the 

the manifold miſeries & plagues that be euery where, 

doo ſhewe vnto vs . And. as the ſonne of God Chriſt 

fayd before, thatafter the preaching of the Goſpell, 

deſtruction ſhould follow, Ihope the time is (0 | 

from being differred ,that it willſpedely come vppon 

vs. Forit cannot be but thatthe prophecie of Chriſt 

ſhould betrue : which could not be, ifthoſe dayes of 

barbarouſnes and ignorance oftrue _— (which 

wearelyketofall into) were not by his ſpeedy com- 

ming preuenred, 

| Moreouer, weſhould thinke the worldes foundati- 

onto beworne out, and the ſame to be falling ypon 

our ſhoulders,when we ſenſiblye perceiue ourſelues 

toliue in thoſe dayes , wherof Chriſt foretold, ſaying: Math.24. 

The comming of the ſonne of man.ſhalbe as were the dayes 

of Noe. For then were men eating arinking, marrying,and 

were married,vntill Noe —_— Arke . eAnd they 

perceined nothing wntill the flood came , and To > 

C.1, then 
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Securitie of hem all: and ſuch ſhalbe the comming of the ſonne of may. 


lyte, 


By which no doubt the lord would'fignity,thar inthe 
latter dayes there ſhould be a marueylous ſecuritie, 
wherby there ſhould ariſe not only vn{peakeable wic- 
kednes agaynſt God, but alſo-a lamentable diforder 8& 
confiſion in common weales,for lacke of diſtpline. 
Now, if we wil compare tynie preſeet with that which 
is paſt, and ſetthe manners of all men before our 
eyes, weſhall perceyue wickednes to haue come to 
his ripenes, andto raigne almoſt without control- 
ment . For, (notwithſtanding that God through his 
ynſpeakeable mercie in theſe latter dayes hath giuen 
vs his Goſpell , whereby weſhould frame our atfe&i- 
ons according to his will , and linein vnitie and peace 
with all men according to his word, ) what delire of 
righteouſnes, or zeale in religio is there to be found? 
Yea who is not in Chriſtianitie'epther cold, or care- 
lefſe? Many deſire to be religious, and thinke they 
are ſo,if only for a faſhion they frequentSermons, and 
come to ordinaric ſeraice and' Ceremonies, ſuppo- 
ſing themſelues in doing o, to be ſufficiently religi- 
ous, although their hartes doo-burne with deſire of 
tranſitorie things, & they fel through the poyſon'of 
al yngodlyneſſe., Many alſo thinkethey do marueilous 
wel, in'making the doctrine of loue, peace,ahd vni- 
tye ,the occaſion of ſtryfe, contention , and hereſie. 
And ſuppoſe they do ſerue God very wel,if, knowing 
ſome of: acontrarie opinio, though not inthe chick 

poynt of Religion, they doo with wordes condemne 
them, and with curſes commit them to the Diuels pu- 
niſhment : themſelues in the meane while, in a cer- 
raine ſpirituall pride gotten through a vaine opinion 
of learning vaſt vp,doo,reſting vpon the aucoritie of 
others,not with arguments anſwering to Gods _ 


_ 


take hart of graſſe, their aduerſaries oftentimes defen= 
ding the better part, and more agreable to the plea- 
ſure of the higheſt . And yer forſooth mult this ſo 
reat iniurig and ſhameleſſe reproch, be called,nor the 
pirit of ſynne, but a godly zeale.O daungerous dayes, 
and diucliſhe bchawipur . Some there be alſo which” 
thinke well of themſelues , and woulde be num- 
bred among good Goſpellers, becauſe they haue lear- | 
ned,without knowledge buſily among theyr portes, 
to inueygh agaynſt the papiſticall ſuperſtition , them- 
{clues beyng vniult, hmmm ed moſt wic- 
ked rouers : ſuch as at this day men call the Guifians, 
worſe(ſpeaking after the manner of men ) then ciuill 
Papiſtes. What ſhould many wordes doo? Weplain- 
ly now perceiue greatelt vice, for chiefeſt vertuc to be 
counted : andthoſe men,througha fained ſhewe of 
fimplicitie to be moſt commended, which of all other 
forumpictie, ought moſt to be diſpraiſed. For craftie 
and deceiptful,are wiſe : couetous , good husbandes: 
prodigall,liberall:and riche men are deemed the beſt 
men. Theſe haue promations , andthough by wic- 
ked racanes they attaine them, yer dwmes clarmus errt, for- 
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ris init, ſapiens,cttam & Rex:Et quicquid volet , as Ho- Horace.lib, 
raceſaid: The riche man ſhalbe noble;valiant, vpright, *** 


ke" ti and king,and what he wyll. And in another 
P . 


eAnrea nme vere ſunt ſacula, plurimus auro Horace.lib.u, 


Venit honos,auro conciliatur amor : 
eAuro pulſa fides auro venalia inra, 
Amrnm lex ſequitur,mox ſme lege pudor: 
Scilicet vxorem cum dote fidemque 0 amicos, 
. Et genus &  formam Regina pecunia donat, 
Nowe are the braue,and golden dayes, 
 Nowe famewith golde wegaine ; 


and golde canſhewe ny; was 
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©" mensfauour to attaine. | 
By Golde we heare the Muſick ſweete, 
and lawes we buie with golde : 
Lawe ſeckes for golde,and {traightynmeete 
our name by itis ſolde. 
Yea wife with wealth,and faith,and friendes, 
- and kinne,with comely hewe, 
Doth money Madame, Prince,and Queene 
moſt mortall men endue, 
et And Bottius, 
Vude habeant cura eft paucis, ſed optrtet habere, 
Per ſcelus atque nefas pauper vbique tacet. 
Howethey do get fewe folkes do care, 
but riches haue they mult : 
By hooke,orcrooke,we daily ſee, 
ſo weake towall be thrult, OMEN 
Thoſe and the like vices haue Poets and Philoſo« 
phers in their dayes,when wickedneſſe dyd but ſpring, 
as themſclues haue teſtified)reprehended. And ther- 
ore isour Lord Godearneltly to be deſired , that all 
theſceuils by his ſpeedie comming may take anende. 
For although al maner of wickedneſſe1n this age,haue 
aſcended marueilous high, yet are they notſo cometa 
the top, butthatmoreitraunge vngraciouſnes , and | 
wonderful deceiptes,and more horrible confufions in, | 
common wealcs through cuil gouernment of thetn, 
may tothe griefe and vexation of good men be ſcene, 
then euer were. For we ſee continually that many ' 
through their cogging, prating, pride, and flatterie, 
without all honeſbe,learning,or Chriſtianitie, in hope 
of profit,and preferment, prickt therynto;beate their 
braines,and bende al their ſtadyes, to be gratious in 
their eyes,which ſitin chiefeſt place aboue other men. 
By which it commeth to paſſe, that fora time they are . 
well acceptedeuen of the beſt : but — a 
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finell them out, and wil baniſhe them their companie, 
perſwading themſclues that that friendſhip is not of 
continuance, whoſe ende and groundeis not the ſet- 
ting foorth,and encreaſcof vertue. Wherefore it is 
to be wiſhed, thatal Chriſtian Princes would carefully 
commit theſe wordes of Chriſt to continuall remem- 


0 Its 


brance,ſaying : Tow ſhall kyowe them by their fruite, Doo Mathy, 


men gather of Thornes grapes, or figs of Thittels? And 4- 
aine, A naughtie tree cannot bring foorth good fruite, 
For thoſe wordes of Chriſt are to be vnderſtoode not 
onely of falſe Prophets, but alſo of all men, and eſpeci- 
ally of ſuch as beare aucthoritie. And therefore ought 
a good Prince thus to reaſon with himſelf, what good- 
neſſe may be looked for at their handes, whoſe delight 
hath alwayes been from their youth in wickedneſſe ? 
How canit be, Sith vntoa vile nature not regenerate 
with Gods holy ſpirit, awicked cuſtomeand delight, 
_ asit were another nature,is adioyned ? Is this mixture 
commendable ? Nay truely : ifto this-diuiliſh beha« 
uiour dignitieand honour ( which ſeldome make vs 
better)be linked, what can be looked forels, but euen 
rodigious monſters,hurtfull to all men , and execra- 
le beforeGod? according to that. Afperins miſers 
mil oft dun ſurgit in alrum.For their great preferment,is- 
the greateſt yuniſhmet that may be.And whether 
(Nulla fides pictarg, U15,q4 calba ſequuntiur 
Venalesg, manus : 1bi fas,vbi maxima merces.) 
(No fayth nor feare of God haue they, 
 Whichdoothe warres purſus;., "PL 
Their handes are giuento (ell and ſpoyle, - 
Theit gayne they caltheir due; ) . 


of Lucas, Pony of Warriqurs brought yppe in, 


ſpoyles and wickedneſſe, b-altogeather falke : which 
yndoubtedly we belccue, hauinglearned the ſame by 
reading andexperience, to-bee tric and yet in this 
$-akh C.iii, placey 


An admoniti- 
on to Princes, 


Lucan, lib, 
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lace, we confeſle the ſame to..be ſpoken ſomewhat 
hrnarbolically. Beſides, how can they be profitable 
to their Princes,to their countrey faythfull, and care- 
full of keeping iuftice and the lawes,which in all theyr 
lyte, haue been faythleſleto the king of kings, and fo 
farre from a care of keeping of wſtice, that they neuer 
hadany ſure knowledge of the ſame ? Whar agree- 
ment or good mixture can fyre haue with water;Hot- 
nes with coldnes ? Equitie with vnrightcouſnes?How 
can it be, that me ſhould haue a care of that countries 
proſperitie, in which they are ſtrangers , and is not 


} 


Ouid.b.,, their natiue ſoyl2? Agayne,can men drowned invo- 


faſt, 


luptuouſnes (whoſe {tudic is,querere vt abſumant , et 
abſumpta requirere certat:to ſeeke that they may ſpend, 
and ſtriue to fyndethat naughtely is ſpent : p:kapxupor, 
x% ena, ambitious,.and louers of themſclues, ) 
with honeſtie preferre the Princes proſpetitic , be- 
fore their priuate profite? And the common weales 
good, before their owne gayne ? So that to-place theſe 
men in authotitie, is it not to yeelde the ſimple ſheepe 
to the crueltie of rauening wolues ? Theſe men O yer- 
tnouis Princes(if ſtories ofa times were noted)ſhould 
appeare of all troubles the authors, in every common 
weale the ouerthrowers of cuery kingdome, alwayes 
betraiers of their Princes:as might beproued by many 
examples,and thoſe not farre Eche weve ifmy mynde 
to fraught my booke with hiſtories... Wherefore O 
ye Princes and rulers of the earth, which deſyre ( as in« 
deede you ought)to be the parentes of your people, 


vie greater heede , and more iudgement in, choofing | 


them which eyrherſhalbeof Jour counſayle, or beare 
authoritie in your names : for” the common fdlicitie, 
dooth moſt redounde to your glory . And alſo bee 


you alwa es ready and repared then to glue An AC- 
ns 4 ol or few antippe whenthe king of bogs 
a S 


 acomfortable diſcomrſe. © fol.nn, 
(whoſe veſſel, is euery Monarch)ſhaltcome : of whoſe 
ſodayne comming, outofthewoorde of God here 1 

ue true and certayne tokens. * For if then he ſhall 

eſpic his beloued ſheepe(of which if but one be found 
which was loſt, the whole troupe of Angels do reioice) Lucas. 
by your negligence and'fault, to be committed as a 
pray to wolues and wicked bealtes,evuill ſhall it be with 
you,and then without all doubt 1n his rage, hee will 
caſtyou headlong into hell and extreame darkenes, 
The almyghtye: God by his holy ſpirit and grace, 
graunt vntoall good Princes, and their counſailers, 
wiſedomeand prudence from abone , that in deede 
they may be the good lights, bothin eſtabliſhing that 
which is profitable fortheir people , and executing of 
iuſtice,and preſerue,defend,and keepe them , and all 
his ele&from vtter deſtruction , to the glory of hys 
nameand felicitic of his Church. Amen. 

Finally alſo out of the ſeuenth Chapter of Daviell, 
anotable conie&ure of the ſuddayne comming ofthe 
ſonneof God , may be taken : Forin that Chapter,be 
deſcribed foure Monarchies of the world, and where, 
in what Nation , they ſhal be from tyme to time, vn- 
till the reſurre&ion of the dead . By which, the endes 
ofthe ages of this world may aftera ſort be noted. 

But theſe Monarchies being deſtroyed , there ſhall 
ſpring (fayth Darzie/!) a mightie kingdome, myghti- 
erthan thoſe, immediatly before him, & ſhall change 
thereligion of Chriſt , and ſhall have wonderfull ſuc- 

ceſſe, and ſhall wage battayle with holy men. Now 
what kingdome he vnderſtandeth, it1s apparant by 

the cuent, which is the Turkiſh Empire . - Burt (as the 
Prophet ſayth ) Putabit quod poſſit mutare tempora (To 
He ſhall thinks that he is of power to alter tymes and lawes: _ ſecefſy' | 
but indgement ſhall come , aud he ſhalbe taken away, his 

power ſhalbe weakened} come to nought , Theſe words PanicL7y 
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Epito, divinar, 


inſtic.Chap.u. 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, 


doo playnlye yenough declare , thatan alteration 
ſodaynly ſhalbein thoſe dayes, when the Turkiſh Em- 
ire dooth come to the higheſt, and promiſeth 
himſelfe an cuerlaſting dominion ouer all the world, 
Anditrayght way ſhall that moſt comfortable daye 
ſheweir ſelfe, inwhich the ſonne of God ſhall rayſe 
the dead , and render to his Church life , and eternal 
gloty: but the wicked he ſhall caſt headlong into euer- 
laſting tormentes. With this prophecic let vs compare 
the times of our predecefſors,and our owne aries 
and we ſhall ED perceiue the Turke to haue pre- 
uailed mightily againſt the Chriſtians, and to poſleſſe 
not onely all Aſia , butalſo a great peece of Europe, 
And(thatI may vie the woordes of Lattantins) Vere 
voranuit omnem terram,leges nouas ſtatuit , Rempublicam 
ſnam fecit nomen Impery , ſedemg, mutauit , that is: the 
earth he hath deuoured , newe lawes he hath eſtabli- 
ſhed,the common weale isto himſelfe impropriated, 
the name and ſeate of the Empire he hath chaunged. 
 Alfowhat ſucceſſe within theſe few yeeres he hath 
had, itis well knowen . A great part of Hungarie he 
enioyeth , from the Venerrars , he hath taken Cyprus: 
now from the King of payne,Twnetum: and ( asI 
heare) whatſoeuer he hath enioyed hytherto in e- 
fricazis taken from others:and as yet heis in armour, 
with all worldhke 4 with ſhippe and ſouldi- 
our prepared againſt the Spaniſh king, and threatneth 
vtterdeſtrution to al theworld . And therefore we 
doo playnly perceyue, the ſtate of theſe tymes mar- 
ueilouſly to aunſweare vnto the Prophecie of Damiell. 
Andit appeareth (if by probable reaſons any thing 
may of lykelyhoode be gathered)that the Turke tho- 
rough the ciuill difſentions of people, and continuall 
warres of Princes, to the onerthrow of the Goſpell 
by the Popes ſetting on, will ſubdue all kingdomes. 


But 
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But{ſ truſt)the Lord God by his ſpeedie comming, 


- will bring to naught theſe endeuours of Turke and 


Pope agaynſ{t his Church ,and will caſt that beaſt with 
thelitle horne, which hath mightely encrealed , and 
all thoſe vngodly and dragonith kingdomes ariſing 
from the ſea,and that falſe Prophet, into that tornace 
which burneth with fire and Brimſtone, 


Many reaſons and probable con- 


iecures from the courſe of tyme, 


Etherto by meane dili- 

ence I haue recited thoſe 
| | tokens of the induring 
{|| of times, which Chriſt hath 
taught ys. And alſo I haue 
ſhowe other ſignes and con- 
iecures out of Gods worde 
and condition of the tyme 
that now is , by which we 
may know the oldnes, and - 
ſodayne finiſhing oftymes , to which when they come 
to paſſe, the Lord commaundeth vs to looke backe, 
and lyft vp our heades . For inthat the Lord God de- 
clareth his moſt ardent goodwill towardes vs, in that 
he would not ſignify the day and hour, but foreſhewed 
the tokens going immediatly before the ſame. And 
therefore ſith by theſe it is manifeſt, that it is the ex- 
preſſe will of our Sauiour,that out of the written word 
of Chriſt we ſhould with all diligence ſearch out the 
laſt tyme of our redemption : I doubt not but ſhall 
dooa good deede, and gratefull both to God and his 
Church, ifIvtter foorth ſome cogitations of myne, 

D.. fercht 


Rom. s. 
a,Coras. 


Mat.24. 


Of the ſecond comming of ( hri/t, 


fetcht from the courſe of tyme, yet agreeing to the 
holy Scripture, tor the proote of the opinion about 
the eodre concluſion of tyme . Not that I am in 
thatmynde.thatI thinke theſe to be Demonſtrations 
which througha neceſsitie of that which is to come 
muſt needes be,burtas probable things ſo long to be 
imbraced,ryll we learne more cerrayne . And there- 
fore in theſe and the lyke things, I ſubmit my {clfeto 
the better iudgementof the Church and of the lear- 
ned : and I perſwade my ſelfe that theſe and other 
finguler Prognoſtications which followe , whereby 
ſomewhat nigher Iapproch, thanas yet I haue doone 
to ſhewe the ſodayne comming of the Lord, ſhalbe 
ſo farre from terryfying of the godly,that the conſi- 
deration of theſe things will be moſt pleaſaunt and 
comfortable . But yet I take not yppon me (as be- 
fore alſo I haue proteſted ) to know the day , which 
Chriſt ſayth himiſelfe he dooth not know , ( as he lyke 
a man bezreth the office of an Apoſtle . ) For the 
fignes foretold we may know , but not the day and 
houre : not the very moment of his comming, but the 
tokens of that moment doo we ſearch out, as farre 
foorth as itis lawfull for man ſo to doo. 
 TheholyScripture euery where maketh ſome colla- 
tion between the firſt 4dam the ſinner, &the ſonne of 
God Chriſt our Sauiour, the ſecond Adam: alſo be- 
tweene the floud , the vtter oucrthrowe of the w 
cuen as Chriſt dooth ſignific in theſe woordes : Er e- 
rit ſficut in diebus Noe , &c. And it ſhalbe as in the dayes of 
Noe, c. Wherefore I fell firſt into this conſideration, 
and afterwardes , from one to another , into thoſe 
whichenſue, whether the rymes paſt in equalitie of 
the ſame nomber aunſweared alike . For the Lord 
God hath ordayncd all things by a ſinguler andeuer- 
laſing wiſdome , and expenence dooth teach , by a 
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certaine concurring ofthe Starres, thatin ſuch things, 
> greatlykenes of tymes is woont oftentymesto hap- 
pen : as iathe birth of //aac,and of his offering,which 
15a figure of Chriit , thereis a great concent of the 
me. For from /ſaac yntill Chriſt , were two thou- 
and yeeres fully expired . But, when from Adamor. 
derly vutill the loud , we doo conſider the yeeres of 
the generations ofall the fathers, and gather them all 
into one ſumm2, ( laying aſide the falſe computation 
of Exſzbms , and others tollowing the Greeke tranſe 
lation of the ſcuentie Interpreters ) from the firſk 
yeere of the worlds foundation tothe floud, arciudg- 
ed to bz a thouſand, ſfixe hundred,fifty and ſixe yeeres, 
From this number, the yeeres of Chriſtes birth, vn- 
to this preſent yeere a thouſand , ſine hundred , ſeuen- 
tieand fiue, doo differeightie and oneye:re , if tru- 
ly thatnumber were filled . But I doo not thinke the 
world (hal continue ſo long, that the latter timeſhould 
in number exceedethe former , for many conieures 
which follow : but what may cometo paſſe,the Lord 
knoweth. | 
my 9 isa figure of Chriſt, that mare 
ueilous deliuering of I{raell by CAſes out of the 
handes of Pharas, is afigure of the vicorie of Chriſt, 
which in our behalfe he hath by his death on the 
Croſſe, and reſurre&ion from the dead, obtayned a- 
gaynſt rhe diuell, and death : and the whole gouern- 
ment of ALyſes, is a ſhadowe of Chriſtes kingdoie: 
His deſtruction, and the Iewes, is no doubt a token 
of the worldes ouerthrowe . And here we ſhall ſeea 
wonderfull concente , and agreeing of tymes, that ſo 
by things paſt, we may looke for the euent ofthings 
to come, yndoubtedly by the ſingular prouidence, 
counſayle , and ordinance of God . For no other rea- 


fon canIrender , fith I cannot perſwade my ſelfe, that 
__ tice 


falag. 


* Of theſecond commune of ( hriſt, 


theſe things , can by chance ſo wonderfully agree to- 
geather , Firlt, by the true accompt of yeeres, it is 
playne , thatfrom the comming outot eEgypr, and 
publiſhing of the lawe , vnto the Natuuitie of Chriſt, 
are numbred a thouſand, fiue hundred,and nine yeres, 
Now ifthe yeeres from the Natiuitie of Chriſt, yntill 
this time, in which Chriſt began agayne to be borne 
to the world, and to be brought into the light as ir 
were through the preaching of the Goſpel, by Luther, 
and other famous men , were numbred , they are in 
ſumme ,a thouſand, five hundred, and ſeuenteene, 
Agayne, from the departure out of «£gype , yntill the 
death of Chriſt , the yeeres are accompted to be a 
thouſand, fiue hundred, fortie and two. And this 
numberalſodooth marueilouſly agree with that ge- 
nerall Perſecution in Germanye made by Charles the 
fift, and the Pope, which happened in the yeere a 
thouſand , five hundred, fortye and ſeuen. So that 
theſe numbers of yeeres beyng compared togea- 
ther ,, wilbe found not much to differ in quantitie of 
number, 

But from theſe poore mentions, Iwill goe higher 
to thoſe things,which eſpecially doo agree to our pur- 

ſe. Itis manifeſt , that Moſes ouernment , yntylf 
the laſt deſtruction of Heeruſalem by Tirus,did ſtand in 
all,one thouſand, fiue hundred,ecightie & three yeeres. 
Neyther is it to be doubted of any , burtharthatde- 
ſtruction,and waſting ( of Hieruſalem) is a manifeſt fi- 

re of the laſtruine of this world. And therfore doth 
ourLord ſpeake of theſe things together , and ſayth: 
thoſe dayes were the dayes of Noe 1n reſpe& of man« 
ners;and the ſecuritie of mans lyfe. Noweat length, 
what ſhall we gather of theſe things ? That the terme 
of the worldsdeſtrucio ſhould agree with the former 
number of yeeres. of doſes gouerngient ? Which 
| not 
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not the ſonne of an Emperour,or chicteſt Monarch, as 
was Ieruſalem : but the ſonne of God much mightier 
than all Emperours,an euerlaſting king , can bringto 


naught. Which thing Helantthon ſeemieth plainly to Melan&honin 
point atin the lyte of YL, efpaſian in his Chronicles : and i Yapai - 


the like reaſon is here , which isin the former compa- *** 
riſon of niibers, if things to come may be gathered by 
things paſtalready, The figure doth altogether in this 
placeagree, & the chieteſt ſigne of Chriltes comming, 
to wit,the preaching of the Goſpel hath gonne betore, 
and we to ſticke in the midſtof all the other foretolde 
calamities,andeuery yeere expe& more miſerie. 
Finally alſo, the Altronomers write (if enery (kilfull 
man in his owne facultieis to be credited ) that the 
ſtarres in the beginning of the thouſand, fiue hundred, 
eightie & foure yeeres,( which almoſt altogether doth 
agree with the number aboue mentioned) doo threa- 
ten very fearefull and horriblethings , eyther a gree- 
uous alteration of Empires , and other wonderfull 
—_ : orels an vtter Jfrudion of this world. The 
wordes of Cyprian Leonitins a Bohemian , a moſt excel- 
lent Mathematician , in a certaine booke of Prognoſti- 


. cations for twentie yeeres, from the yeere ſixtie foure, iun&onof 
to theeightie foure, be theſe : Anno Domins. 1 5 83. men... Planes, 


fe Maio.erc. Which is,In the yeere of our Lord.1 5#3.,mthe 
moneth of May there ſhall happen a great coninnttion of the 
ſuperior Planets in the laft ende of Piſces , after which 
ſtraightwayes in the yeere eightie foure , ſhall enſue awons 
derfull mixture of all the Planets almoit in Taurus , about 
the ende of Marchand beginning of Aprill , And which 
is more-a little after that ſhalbe ſeen an Echpſe ofthe Sun 
in the twentie degree of Taurus,about the head of Algol, a 
woft cruell and Currfall fixed ftarre , governed by Venus, 
which ſhalbe linked to fine Planets in Aries, tending toward 
the rwelfe. Here(ſayth he) mai we watch:and [ thinke it 
D *. | meets 
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weete that all earthly cogitations be caſt of, leaſt we be de« 
ftrogedbeyng wnreadve - for this great coniunthon is of all 
the lat,which ſhall happen in the ende of watrie Trigon,and 
watrie Trigon ſhall periſh , and be turned into fire . Neyther 
any more it the ſpace of eyght hundred yeeres the end of wa= 
trie Trigon ſhall be nigh. But becauſe about th: ende of 
watrie Trigon this Monarch ſhall begin, it is likely , that 
the ſame alſo in the ende of the ſams | rigon ſhall haue an 
ende,ſith the ſonne of God himſelfe Teſuus Chriit our Lorde 
enenin the ende of watrie Trigon tooke vppon him the 14» 
ture of man, For faxe yeeres before his moit glorious Natia 
witie,the ſame verie coniunttion inthe extremitie of Piſces, 
andin the beginning of Aries happened. Neither cams the 
byke frors ſince that time but when Charles the Greaz helde 
his Empire which was in the yeere of our Lord ſeen hun« 
dred,cightie and nyne. And now the ſecond tyme, ſuch 4 
great and ſtraunge coniunttio ſhal com:,which vndoubted- 
by doth foreſhewe the other comming of the ſonne of God &# 
man, in Maieftie of his glory , at which time wee muiF 
render an accompt of our lyfe and connerſation. Anda 
little after he ſayth: But vnder Charles the great the ende 
of the world could not be becauſe at that tym2 fine thouſand 
yeeres were not expired. But now the operations of this great 
Coninnttion continuing, the number ſhall tende to fixe thou« 
ſand yeeres : which agreeth with the haly Prophet , afyr- 
ming that this world ſhould ſtand ſixe thouſumd yeerres , of 
which ſumms of yeeres the ſonne of God ſhal take ſomwhat, 
ſaying : the laft time for the eleFed of God ſhalhe ſhortned, 
But if there remained yet anvther coniunttion of the former 
Planets like to the firſt,then ſhould there be required almoFt 
eight hundred yeeres moe : which a1ed to the tymss of this 
great coniunition, ds make the nitber of ſixe thouſand, + at« 
mit foure hundredyeeres, which is plainly againſt that pro« 
phefie . Theſe conietures howſoener they are I thought 
good to recite, which doo agree with the learned —_— 
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#f moſt auncient Aſtrologers, Hytherto Cyprian : which 
alſo by his Latine verſes doth ſhowe that old and com- 
mon propheſie turned into Germanical Khythmes by 
Hohn Stoffier , which alſo aboue nineteene yeeres agoe I 
hauec heard recited by Melanthor, Thewordes in the 
Germine tongue be theſe : | 
Tawſent fnanffhundert achtzich ache, 
Das iſt vag Jar,das ich betrache, 
Geeth imdemde Tele nitt vnder, 
Gelchicht doch grolz mercklich winder. 
The Latine verſesare thus 
Pot mille expletos a partu virgins annos, 
Et poit quingentos rurſus iborks datos, 
Oftogeſmmus oftauus mirabilis annus 
Tngruet js ſecum triſtia fata feret. 
Si non hoc anno totus malus occidet orbis : 
Sinon in niblum terra,fretumg, ruet : 
Cuntta tamen munds ſurſum ibunt atg, retrorſuns 
Imperia,ct luttus vndique grandss erit. 
In Engliſhe thus. 
When after Chriſtes birth there be expirde 
Of hundreds fifteen, yeeres,eightic and eight, 
Then comes the tyme of daungers to be ferde, 
Andall mankind with dolors itſhall fraight, 
For ifthe world in that yeere doo not fall, 
Ifſea and land then periſh ne decaie : | 
Yet Empires all, and Kingdomes alter ſhall, | 
: And man tocaſchimſelfe ſhall haue no way.. 
[ Now by'this it appeareth , howe the number of 
yeeres of Moſes gouernment, which endured a thou- 
nd fyue hundred eyghtie and three yeeres , and of 
this yeere a thouſand fyue hundred eyghty and foures 
in ( whoſe beginning that prodigious coniun&tion 
thePlanetsin the ende of watry Trigon dooth hap- 
pen,)agree togeathex ; ſo thatthe quantitieand n_ 


a comfortable aſcourſe. = fol a6. 


| Of the ſecond commung of ( hriſt, 


ber of the tymes foretold, the ſignes and ſtarres ſeeme 
to agree togeather , and without all doubt to pre- 
tend the ſame thing. Inlyke manner may we bring 
foorth other compariſons of tyme, which by reaſon 
of lyke cuentes , agree togeather wonderfully . Of 
which this one is not of leaſt wayght : To witte, that 
ſametyme from the natiuitie of Chriſt ynto the ouer- 
throw of Hreruſalem,is almoſt equall with that,when 
L»ther firſt of all ſet himſelfe agaynſt rhe Popes Indul- 
gences,and began to preach the Goſpell to this yeere 
eyghty and eyght,in which or about the ſame, by this 
marueylous 1oyning togeather of Planets, which ſhal- 
be foure yeeres, before , by the ſinguler prouidence of 
God, ſodireful deſtinies of the world {hall mezte to- 
geather. For from the byrth of Chriſt vntyll the de- 
{truftion of Hrerrſalem, are numbred ſeuentic and 
three yeeres : and from the tyme Lzther and others 
firſt began to preach Chriſt and his Goſpell, vatill the 
eyghtie and eyghr yeere,are acompred ſcuentie and 
one. Thenumber is iuſtwith thar before , (and ſpea- 
king allegorically,) the may Chriſt be ſayd to be born' 
againe, when as his doctrine, ſolong by Papiſticall 
dreames darkened, & fond illuſions ſo deeply buried b 
1Sasit were borne anewe., and doth clearcly thine a- 
mong vs. But if thoſe yeeres from the birth of Chriſt 
yntill his preaching,and ſuffering of death , with that 
generall perſecution done by Charles the fitte and the” 
Pope :-and againe thoſe yeeres from rhe death of 
Chriſt yatill the deſtruction of Hrern/alem, wyth theſe 
yeeres, which came ſince that general perſecution,yn-- 
till theeightie and eight yeere, were compared : we 
ſhall ſee alſo that. in number. of yeeres they doo not 
much differ Por between Chriſtes birth and his prea- 
ching,therewas thirtic yeeres:and ſo to his death. 33. 


yeeres, and ſomewhat more, But from that ſcucn- 
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a comfortable diſcourſe. 


feene yeere,when the Euangelicall doctrine began to 
ſhine againe,vntill the fortie and ſixe yeerein all, when 
Charles the Emperour began toarme himſelf againſt 
the ſtates ofthe Empire , ſo to aboliſh the dodrine of 
Chriſt,are numbred twentie and nine yeeres, Againe, 
from the death of Chriſtto the ouerthrowe of Her 
ſalem,there was fortie yeeres. And from that generall 
perſecution , which happened inthe fortie and fixe 
yeere,yntill the eightie and ſixeyeere,, areaccompted 
fortie yeeres : which is the middle yeere berween the 
cightie foure, when that exceeding {traunge vniting 


. together of the Planets ſhall appeare, and the eyghtie 


s ght,about which that conjunction ſhall take his full 
Orce, 

Moreouer,] find,that theſe tymes, in which thoſe 
ewo wondertull coniunctions dyd appeare , fixe 
yeres before the byrth of Chrilte, and 1n the dayes 
of Charles the Great,and the thyrd,and laſt, which (hal 
happen before the ful expiryng of ſixe thouſand yeres, 
the thouſand, fiue hundred, eighty and foure beyng at 
hand,do fyll the ſame number . For Cyprian Leouitins 
doth write, that that other vnityng of Planets inthe 
tyme of Charles the Great,chaunced in the yeare,ſeuen 
hundred,eighty and nyne;after the natiuitie of Chriſt, 
If tothis number ſo many moe were added, the yeares 
would be, one thouſand, fyue hundred , ſeuenty , and 
eight. Nowe, ifto theſe were added,thole ſixe yeares 
before Chriſt was borne, when the firſt of theſe three 
coniunCtions happened , there ſhall aryſe, countyng 
From the Natiuitie of Chriſt, as it were from an effe& 
of the former coniunction, the ſame number of yeares 
in full quantitie agreeing with that dreadfull yezre, 
eighty foure, aboue a thouſande five hundred : onely 
that firſt, from thislaſt, which is to come , differyng 
thoſe ſixeyeares before Chriſtes byrth, 

E.1, Icons 
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Prayſe of A- 


ſtronomie. 
Gen, x, 


Of the ſecond comming of (briſt, 
I confeſſe my ſelfe not to be skilfull in Aſtronomie, 
although I do greatly elteeme that Arte (it it be {ober- 
ly vſed, and not vainely abuſed ) which ſome , becauſe 
they are not acquainted therewith (as commonly it 
happeneth) doo not onely deſpiſe , butallo with euyll 
wordes, becauſe it is abuſed of ſome,deface. Butif the 
writyngs of Leowitizs, and which was a great while be- 
fore his tyme, oh»: Stoffler , and other Aſtronomers 
indgements,of thoſe rare coniunttions of all the Pla- 
nets inthe end of watry Trigon, be true : ( as certeſle [ 
beleue,and verily perſwade my ſelfe) I ſay plainly,itis a 
thyng greatly to be marueyled at,that thoſe collations 
of tymes (in which the Lord Godeyther hath beſtow- 
ed {inguler benefites vyppon his Church , and alſo wyll 
beſtow,or altered kyngdomes, and wyllalter) by ſuch 
a certaine wonderfull equalitie, and quantitie of num- 

erſhould anſwer between themſelues, euen as thoſe 
canſes of Aſtronomers in euery reſpe& haue doone. 
Of whichitis moſteuidently gathered , that the Lord 
God, bya ſinguler prouidence, andeternal Counfaile, 
dooth guydeand gouerncall thyngs. And allo itis 
plainly to be ſeene, that he hath madethe Starres, and 
the courſe of them to beasit were Clockes of his eter- 
nall counfaile, and-gouernments of ſuch things in his 
Church,and common Weales , euen as the Lord God 
alſo dooth witneſle hym ſelfe, that thoſe lights in the 
Firmamentofheauen, ſhould be tor Signes of tymes, 
anddayes,and yeares. 

ror therefore from theſe thyngs doo cunnyng A- 
ſtronomers fetch their conieRures, bycauſe through a 
certayne order which the Starres doo keepe, they haue 
by long vſe obſerned very many thyngs, that ſo, from a 
tra? obſeruation of principles , they may bring foorth 
generall coniefures, whoſe cuents doo marueylouſly 
agree togeather, And that there isa certaine order,or 


a true 
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4 true courſe of the Starres, that wonderfull agree- 
yng togeather of yeares, continually in great alterati- 
ons of Kyngdomes, and Religion,which hath beene 
marked , is a great proofe : as by that whichis already 
ſpoken, ſhal more plainly appeare. Truely , as oft as [ 
conſider theſe things, I am not only excecdingly trou- 
bled in mynd,but as it were compelled to beleue, that 
that eſpeciall tyme of the end of this world , is nigh at 
hand : becauſethe Lord among other things alſo hath 
gyuen as certayne tokens,thelc to wyt: that before his 
commyng, there ſhalbe a darkenyng of the Sunne and 
Moone, andthatthe qualities of the heauens ſhalbe 
troubled . By which woords no doubt he would ſig- 
nifie, that the whole Firmament of Starres ſhould be 
altered,and as it were threaten a deſtruction, 


C An application of Hiflories,and 


, Other Teſtimonies , with aſhortrepe- 
tition of thatwhichis ſpoken, 

— Herefore, in my iudgement, 
2/9 (>, hereinis conteyned a woon- 

ITT derfull Myſterie, yea greater 

Px then = be vttered by any 
{{ man,in that our mercytull fa- 
{4 ther (it any credit may be gy- 
uen to Mathematicians ) to 
theſe three tymes , betweene 
thoſe two thouſand yeares of 
thelaſtage,which (according 
to Elias Propheſie) were appoynted to Chriſt,hath an- 
nexcd the ſame coniun&ion ofall the Planets, ynder 
| Ei, &c 
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Of the com- 


Ur the ſecond comming of ( briſt, 


the ſame Signes. Becauſe, if theſe Mathematicall ob« 
frruations,togeather with that agreement of tymes al=. 
ready ſpoken of, were compared with the Propheſies 
of the Propheres, of Chrizte , and of Pazle , we\lall tynd 
a marueylous concent of al theſe thyngs. Which thing 
by the Prophets, by Chritt, and by the Apoſtles (the 
Starres ſignifying the ſame, through the vnſpeakeable 
loue of God towards his Ch.rch ) is therfore doone, 
thattheſe three tymes, as it were by a molt neceſlary 
obſcruation , ſhould bemarked : towyt, about what 
timeC hriſt tooke vpo him our nature,alſo about what 
tyme, by the comming of Antichriſt, the true docirine 
of Chrilt was obſcured , and thar ſonne of perdition 
obteyned the chicte place in the Church, and Empire 
of the world : and finally,about what tymie that glori- 
ous commyng of the ſonne of God to 1udgement, is 
to be looked for . But that we may the better open 
theſe things , let vs conſider, after whac manner the e- 
uents of thoſe two former tymes haue happened,in 
which the ſame conſtellation of the Starres,accordyng 
to the opinion of Cyprian Leowitins , dyd come, thatof 
thoſe two paſt , we may the better: iudge 6f that moſt 
loyfull commyng of the ſonne of God, to all his cle, 
and may certainely perſwade our ſelues , that he wyll 
make haſt,and come ſhortly,and with ſpeede: and alſo 
let vs conſider that tyme , in which the ſame conſtella- 
tion ſhall appeare againe, which was twiſe before, & in 
multitude of yeres(as is aboue ſayd) is like theſe paſt, 
When the godly about Chriſts time did ſee the go- 


ming of Cit yernmentſhould be taken not onely from the ftocke 


co the flesh, 


Gen,49, 


of Dad, but alſo from the Tewes , and tran\lated to 
ſtrangerulers, towit, tothe houſe of eAztipater the 
Idumite , no doubt they ſuppoſed that Chriſtes com- 
ming intothe fl:ſh was then at hand : and the rather 
they did ſo thinke , becauſe /acob , the Patriarch un 
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fol19, 


Jong before prophecied that the Scepter ſhould not 2-5 


be taken trom da, nor the captayne from betweene 
his feete vntil Si/ocame,or he which was to be ſent; and 
alſo theſe ſeuentie weckes of Darie//, drewe well to an 
ende, which beingexpired , the ruler of the people, 
ſhould ſhewe himlſelfe . Neitherdid that vndoubted 
hope deceyue the godly ; for the ſonne of God Chriſt 
at that time tooke our fleth vyppon him truly and in 
deede , he was a Sacrifice for our ſinnes, and and roſe 
from death for our deliverance, fo that thoſe Prophe- 
cies were fully expired and tooke their efte&t. And 
that then all the Tewes thought their LA/eſſias ſhould 
be borne, which they dreamed ſhould bea mighty 
Monarch ,and rule ouer the world, Szetoniues Trargu L- 


tus dooth cuidently ſhew inthe life of Vefþaſiar , the Ofthe com. 


, ming of Anti» 
fourth Chapter. | chrik, 


 Lykewyſe Saint Pawle did foretell a moſt certayne 
argument of the comming of the ſonne of perdition, 
For in the tymeof Pale there were ſome in ſo wicked 


an opinion, thatthey thought the comming of the | 


Lords euen then to be nigh at hand, which Pax/e en- 
deuoreth'to bring fro that error,teaching thatthe lord 
ſhould not come, before that wicked man an enemie 
to God, were firſt reuealed , and that he ſhould not be 
Teuealed , except firſtthat auncient and preſent Em- 
pie of Rome were ytterly aboliſhed Which — 
dooth ſignifiein theſe wordes , ſayin g : He onely which 
keepeth , let hins hold preſently , untill he be taken away?, 
and then that wicked man ſhalthe made open . Hierome tol- 
lowed the ſame ſenſe, wryting vnto «A/ga/a inthis 
manner : Qune cauſa fit, cc. Thatis : You knowe 
verywell, what the cauſe is , that Antichrett now preſont= 
ty conemeeth riot . He will not playnly fay that the Roman# 
Empire muſt be deftroyed, which the gonernonrs thereof 
ſuppoſe ſhall comtinue for ener . Wh-reof it is that Accore 
v E.il, dig 


Theſli.2, 


Platina, 


U} the fecona comming of ( hriſt, 
ding to Tohns Renelation in the forehead of that purple 


Harlot , there is written a name of blaſphemie , of enerla« 
ſting Rome . For if he had playnly ſayd, Antichriit ſhall 
not come , except firit the Romane Empire be aboliſhed , 4 
tuft cauſe there might ariſe of perſecuting the Eaft Church 
which then was. And a litle after he ſayth : The Ro. 
mane Empire , which now keepeth all Nations in ſubiettion, 
wut be onerthrowen , and then ſhall Antichriit come the 
fountayne of iniquitie . The ſame ſenſe dooth Teriulhan, 
in his treatiſe of the reſurrection of the fleſh , and 
Lattantius treate of,in his ſeucth booke,&.25.Chap« 
ter of Inſtiturions, ; | 
Butifwe would compare the Propheſie of Paxle, 
with the deedes of Charles the Great , weſhall fynde 
that propheſie in thoſe dayes marueilouſly to haue 
taken efte&,and then the auncientEmpire of the Ro. 
manes altogether to haue come to naught , and the 
title of the Empire, which was the image of the Beaſt, 


to be tranſlated to the Frenchmen, and Germans, and 


afterwardes by little and little eſpecially to haue come 
to the Pope of Rome, which at that time beg plainly 
to ſhewe himſelf to be very Antichriſt,and that dame 
nable childe. Becauſe he was not only content to be 
E1xcuutyixg, Or the head of the yniuerſall Church (as 
Phocas before aboue two hiudred yeeres,had appoyns 


Kane, ,, ted him)butalſo the lord of lords. For Charles now bes 
Cap. 18, Gan- ing anoynrted & crowned Emperor by thePope , ( be- 
guiaus, bb. 4- cauſe he had luckely ouercome Deſiderixs king of the 


Longebardians which ambiciouſly ſought the Empe- 
rorſhip of all xa/y)and afterwardes his ſonne Lodowt« 
c#s Pixs from whence alſo he receyued that name, ta 
be called Lodowike the Godly,graunted vnto hym the 
gouernnent both of Rome and of many other Pro= 
uinces : & this gift of Lodouthe hath RaphellVelaterave 
intheaGts of Pepine aud of theEmperours, faithfully 
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a comfortable diſcourſe. 


committed to poſterities by writing. So the power 
and malice of the Bythops increaſing by little and lit- 
tle,the whole world came vnder their ſubie&tion, and 
all Emperours, Kings, and Princes became as it were 


their Chents,or(as I may ſay)their Vaſſalles : and they + 


yet in namethe ſeruantes of Slaues,but indeedeas it 
were chicte Monarches of all Kings, ſeruing at their 
beckes. Of theſe we haue a notable reſtimonie of 
thatmoſtnoble, and worthy Salkbrrgan Archbiſhop 


Eberbard#s,which aboutthe yeere of the Lord. 1240. ,,,., , 
in the open counſailes of the king,is reported to haue 10an. auen. in 


ſpoken thele wordes enſuirig : Flamines ill Babylontd exemplari En. 
ſtalii iwpreſ- 

deſire to raigne , equals they cannot abyde : they wyll not oe 4 —_— 

leae of,untill they haue troden al things wnder their feete, &. 685, 


and ſit in the temple of God, and be exalted aboue all that 


regnare cupinnt.cfc. ,Thatis, Thoſe Babylonian Prieites 


which is worſhipped. The deſire of riches, and thirſt for pre= 
ferment is vnſatiable. The more you gine to a couetons ma, 
the more he gapes. Shewe your finger and he willdeſire the 
hand. Through hbertie we are all the worſe, | He which is 
the ſernaunt of ſernauntes,coneteth to be Lord of Lordes,as 
sf he would be God himſelfe. The holy aſſemblies and mee« 
tings of his brethren,yea of his Lords, he Fondemneth. He 
ks in feare Jeaft he be compelled to gine an accompt of thoſe 
things which dayly he doth” more and more againt the 
lawes. He ſpeaketh wonderfull things , as if he were God, 
Newe deniſes are in his minde, whereby he may impropriate 
the Empire to himſelfe, He chaungeth lawes , his owne he 
eſtabliſhethhie abuſeth he ſpoyleth deceyueth, flayeth. This 
man of perdition which is called Antichrift, mwhoſe fore- 
head it ir written] am God( and cannot erre,) He ſutteth m 
the temple of God, and beareth ſway farre and wyde. But 
&s it is in holy ſcripture : He which readeth, let him under- 
Stand. The learned ſhall underitand, all the ungodly ſhall 
doo wickedly, and ſhall not perceyue, And alittle after, Ko- 


14114 


fol 20, 


Of the ſecond comming of.(hriſt, 


mani maieitas poputi. cc. The CMaieitie of the Romane 
people, which ſometyme ruled the whole world, is taken from 
the earth,and the Empyre is returnedinto Alia. Agay ne,the 
Eaſt ſhall beare ſway , the West ſhalbe in ſubiettion . The 
* kingdome ſhalbe augmented , the chiefe power of things, by 
many ſhalbe ſcattered, divided , diminiſhed , Iwyll not ſay, 
teared , cinill diſention for ener is ſowen, neither ſhallwee 
perceine the ende of bloody batayles. The Emperonr is 4 
wayne appellation,or name , and is onely a ſhadowe . Tenne 
Kyngs are to geather , which hawe dinided the worlde, ſome- 
gyme the Empire of Rome , not for the defence , but deftruc« 
tionof the ſame, Fc. 
Finally alſo,cuen as the Pope in power and autho- 
ritie hath increaſed,ſo likewiſe in blaſphemies and im- 
tie hath heabounded : inſomuch , that at length he 
ath yſurped the powet of God, inuerted the tace of 
The blaphe- All true Religion , and defiled the ſamewith his filth: 
mous aito- Which thing no wiſe man can deny.” Therfore doth he 
gancie of the fit inthe Templeof God, chalengyng to hym ſelfe the 
wicked Pope. a uCthoritie of the higheſt: and as Par/ ſpeaketh , boa- 
fting hym (clfe tobe God , as may be prooued by the 
Decrees and Decretals of the Popes, ifany man thinke 
weſaynotthetruth. Heare whathis molt impudent 
fauourers on his behalfe haue reported : The Pope (ſay 
they) is called as it were wonder ful , from Pape the Interie« 
tion of woondring , becauſe he is Chriſtes Vicar and Gods, 
whoſe the fulneſſe of the earthis, And Tohn eAndr,ypo this 
woord Pope,in the Proeme of Clemerr, ſpeaketh thus: 
Papa dittus eſt quaſi pater Patrum. &c. The Pope is called 
+. Diſtin .44, 4s #t were the father of all fathers, hauyng onely the fulneſſe 
of power. Alſo Thomas of «Aquine ſaith , that in ſÞrri= 
twall matters, aud temporall, he hath the chiefeft degree, e. 
qually to Peter the eApoftle, Atawoord, they make 
hyma Mungrell, as partly God,and partly man. They 
call hym,The Spoule ofthe Church, The mother of the 
_ taythe 
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faythfull, which cannoterre', whoſe voyce is heauenly, 
euen as Peters was , and therfore thathe is the chiefeſt 
Iudge : whoſe wickednes, as the murders of Sampſon, 
the ipoyles of the Hebrues, the adulterie of /acob,are to 
be indged ot none : for there is one and the ſame ſeate 
(fay they)both of God and the Pope, The Popes wyl 
is {aid to be a heauenly wyll, and therfore is of power 
to'chaunge the nature ot things, to apply that vnto 
one, which belongethto another, and of nothyng , to 
make ſornewhat. Are notthelſeand ſnch ike Rules 
of the Canoniltes formally recited, marucilous things? 
which with blaſphemous and wicked lyppes vnder 
the Popes purſon, accordyng to Daziels Propheſie, 
ſpeake agaynitthe God of Gods. - And as the Occt- 
x moos Empyre of the great Pope , in the tyme of 
Charles the Great, was duuded from the Orientall : ſo 
likewiſe the Empire at Conſtantinople , which ſome- 
tyme was calledalſo the Orientall Empire of Rome, 
afterwards was greatly diminithed by x great Turke 
& Saraſms,whole power afterward increaſed more and 
more,and that mightily, Afterward,a litle before the 
raigne of Carolus Calnxs , Coulin to Charles the Great, 
the Tartarias Turkes, by occaſion they were requelted 
to aſciſt the Perſians againſt the Saraſms , obteyned all 
effi: and theſe embracing the Mathemaricall ſet, 
at the length came'to be of greateſt pywer . 'So that 
theſe two wicked and Antichriltian kingdomes tooke 
their beginnyng, when the Romane Empire in Phocas 
meand Heraclins was impayred : and1n the raigne 
of Chartes the Great, the Empyre almolt ſubyerted, 
they. dayly moreand more mightily increaſed , in this 
weakeand diuided kingdome, whoſe teete were be 
comepartly of yron, and partly of earth, Afterward, 
by lyes,backſlidings,and (laughter(which are the pro- 
perties of the —— rulyng and Rell 
| &, gion 
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15.1: Of the ſeronitconming of Criſt, 
gion was confirmed, and the Saintes of God, by myn-= 
gling earthly with heauenly things,were vexed: as Hi- 
{toriographers , and the Chronicles of /ohn eAuentine 
eucry where do witnefle. And therfore both of them 
by the glorious commyng of the Lord, ſhall be abolt- 
ſhed, aud ſhal receyue one, and the ſame deltruction. 

It therfore to the conſolation ot all the godly , and 
confirmation of our faith , the holy Gholt hath hada 


Ofthe com- great care to deliuer vnto vs by the Prophets, certayne 
wing vf Chriſt fgreſignes, by which might be coniectured, when the 


to wudgement, 


commyng of Chriſt in the fleſhe was righ at hand: 
whoſe commyng ſhould yet before the world , be baſe 
and very ſimple, and yet of ſufticient power to ſaue 
our ſoules fro the heauy curſe and diſpleaſure of God: 
And ifthe holy Ghoſthath been ſo carefull in giuyng 
to the Church , and the choſen of God,certaine ſignes 
and tokens of the commyng of Antichriſt , no doubt 
he dyd the ſame, that the better they mightſhun and 
forſake all his vntrue teachings and blaſphemies , by 
Ipe of Gods woord. And therfore hath the ho- 
ly ſpirit of God been themore diligent to ſhew to the 
Church, many and manifeſt ſignes of the Lords com- 
myng toiudgement,that ſo he might driue vs from all 
ſecuritie of this lyfe, and wake vs out of che deepe ſlepe 
of our deadly ſinnes , leaſt by the ſpeedy commyng of 
the Lord to judgement, we ſodainly periſh:and that in 
all afflictions , with which the Church is continually 
vexed,we might haue a ſure truſt and confidence in the 
mercy of God. Andtherfore the ſonne of God him 
ſelte, inthe laſt preaching before his death, through a 
great goodwyll gaue vs many ſignes , and earneſtly 
charged vs,taking his parable from the Fyg tree, thar 
beholding thoſe tokens imminer,we ſhould carefully 
and readily ,attend the commyng of our Brydgrome. 
For that commyngto all the godly and choſen of the 


Lord 
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Lord, ſhalbe ioyfull and comfortable .. Inwhich th® 
Soune of God ſhall appearein power mighty,in glorY 
woonderfull , and ſhew hymſelte to his toes terrible» 
tovs comfortable : to them ſeuere, gentleto vs : to 
thema Indgeand condemner : to vs an Aduocate and 
Redeemer: to them an enemy and deſtroyer, to vs an 
aſſured friend and defender : ſo that he ſhall recom- 
cethem with fire continuall among the Diuels, 

ut vs he ſhal reward with his fauour perpetual, in the 
ſocictic of Angels,and celeſtial habitation. And ther- 


fore doth /oe/cal that day of the Lord, a'great day,and toel.z. 


terrible (to the wicked) whenall from the worlds cre- 
ation, ſhall be made to ſtand betore the tribunall ſeate 
of God. 

- Aboue I haue ſhewed , that the chicfeſt ſigne of 
the comming of the fonne of man was the preaching 
of rhe Gofpell,which Pale termerh- the ſpirit of the 
Lords mouth : alſo Thane declared how that ſigne'is 
euident in theſe dayes , and that Antichriſt by the 
breth ofthe mouth of the Lord is- ouerthrowen , and 
ſtrangled with lynnin,as Seby/ Erithraa ſpeaketh '( that 


is-with interpretations-of holy Scripture imprinted 1b 


inPapermade of linen) itis manifeſttoall godly , and 
meninſtruced in true religion. Now what what other 


thing remayneth ? But the conſummation of the 


world ,and that glorious comming ofthe Lord , by 
which that. wicked and damned ſonne ſhalbe abolt< 
ſhed , according to Chriltes woordes. Hytherto that 
coniuntion of all Planets which was alitle before the 
birth of Chrilt, and in the time of Charles the greatin' 
the beginning both of the Turkes tyrannicall domini- 
on, andrhe Popes Antichriſtian religion,which ſhal 
enſue very ſhortly , dooth belong. As if the Lorde 
would ſay : Behold the chiefeſt ſigne of my comming, 
according tomy promiſe, the omg ofthe G 
.U, 


a comfortable diſcourſe. fol.2z, 
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.** Ofthe ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


. Jalis come already ; youke the power of Antichriſt 
Amy 


c 


4 


ſworneenemie 1s greatly weakned , now ſhallyou 


. keethevery lignes in heauen , which forctold my tor- 


mer comming in the fleth, and the comming of my 
aduerſary , by which you may gather my commyng, 
wher by I wil vtterly aboluh his vſurped gouernment, 
and abandon him trom the godly, to that bottomleſſe 
pyt of hell. And therefore take you heede, and be 
circumſpe&t, for the tyme of your deliuerance is at 
hand . Neither can wedoubt{ ſith the Starres are of 
the Lord God created for ſignes vnto vs ) but that 
marucitous contunctionot the Planets, doth foreſhew 
a wonderfull and incredible alteration of all things. 
And whatother change may we looke for,I pray you? 
But euen the vtter deltruction of the _—_ and the 
triumphant appearing oftheLord .For the ſixe thou- 
and yeere, which is the laſt daye, draweth tothecue- 
ning , courſe of tymes , and their foretold agreement, 
declare the end to be at hand : the preaching of the 
Goſpellſhineth, thePope of Kome by the breath of 
the Lord periſheth,and we are in Religion colde, care- 


' Tefſe, and contemne his preachers ; which the Lord 


God cannot ſuffer long to go vapuniſhed . Alſothis 
fearfull inclination of the Starres, the dayly talke of 
warres, the direful ciuill contentions, the cruell difſen- 
tion in Religiou,the great plagues,the miſerable hun- 
ger.the{iraunge mmpeſdes, the woondertull riſings of 
the Sea, and other {ignes , which many tymes haue' 
come after the preaching of the Goſpell, and daylydo 
more increaſe, are out of doubt the enident ſignes of 
the worldes ſpeedy ouerthrow , and haſty commyng; 
ofourLord Ieſis Chriſt theſonne of God, to indge 
the quickeand the dead. 


5 Of 


1 « Of the fifteene hundred yeares © 


after the Apoſtles tyme vntyl the 
laſtiudgement, 


ny other ſweete , and verye 
probable contecures of the 
-/{uddaine comming of the 
Lord toiudgement. Which 
RS * Y8g-'|containe many and profita- 
T7 IV: | blein{truftions, and will be 
' J "wonderful, and _ per- 
22 chaunce tomany, for the 
{mall conſideratio they haue 
of them, which if they were well wayed , myght bring 
vsintoa great admiration of Gods prouidence. ' Itis 
well knowento all the learned , and not doubted, but 
that all gouernments,according to the Princes of Phi- 
loſophic Platoes and Ariſtorles dottrine, haue their cet- 
taine concluſions, and it may be for truth ; that euery 
fiue hundred yeares there happen wonderfull alterati- 
ons both in Religion and common Weales , as there 
appeared three in Hoſes Kingdome. For from the 
comming out of Egypt vnto Salomon, there was abont 
fine hundred yeares , from thence vnto the- captiuitie 
at Babylon, other fine hundred : and from the retur. 
ning vnto the laſt ſubuerſion,fiue hundred moe: which 
laſt periode doth greatly agree with thoſe ſeue weekes 
of Daniel!, becauſe they are in number foure hundred 
foure ſcore,and tenne. And therfore bya briefe mar= 
king of the tymes and things brought to paſſe, we wHl 
make it euident, that the laſt five hundred yeatesfrom 
the Apoſtles tyme, fully ſhalbe expired in this Monar- 
Chic of thePope,which now -7— waa a great rui - 
Y vs ll; an 


Here are beſides theſe, 'ma- 


a comfortable diſcourſe. * Fol.22. 
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iuſebius, 


\ Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


 whicht 


and perchance an vtter downefall about the 'cightie 
eyght,and ninetie three yeere, the former inclinations 
ot the {tarres and other enſuing, forcſhewing dyrefull 
thinges cuen vntill the ſixe thouſand and a hundred 
yeere. Which Monarchieis called of /ohn in his Re- 
uelation,the image of the beaſt, by reaſon of a certaine 
likenes1t hath wyth the olde Monarchie , which by a 
like tyrannie againſt the Chriſtians,2nd manner of go-= 
uernment by their eccleſialticall Senate, and by the ſe- 
cular power ( asthey ſaye ) tothe ſatiſtying of their 
bs in oppreſsing the Chriſtian veritic through all 
the world, they doo exerciſe. So that by a great and 
infallible ſuppoſition it may be gathered,that the no- 
ble comming of the Sonne of God is nygh at hande ; 
ſith the preaching of the Goſpell now gocth betore,by 

is Monarchie hauing his aucthoritie from the 
Dragon, atthelength ruinous beginneth to ttoupe, 
but cannot vtteriy be aboliſhed”, according to Parles 
doctrine, vntyll the Lord come for altogether. For by 
hiſtories we know , oh» the Exargedst to haue lyued 
longer time thanany of the Apoſtles , & to haue writ 
ten his Goſpel at Epheſus,and afterward when as none 
of the Apoſtles were,no not many dayes before living, 
itis well knowen that he was ſent of Domitian into the 
Iland Pathmeos,where he committed hisReuelation to 
writing , and that was about the dayes of Traian the 
Emperour, which the hundred yeare from Chriſts na- 
tiuitic beyng adopted by Nerwa,cameto the Imperiall 
throne: from whom,for cauſes enſuing, I will begin to 
recite three notable chaunges, and altcrations both in 
Religion,and in theEmpire, which differ one from a- 
nother according to the'true accompt of yeares, but 
fiue hundred yeares a peece, [5 | 
 Nowtheſchundred yeares from the birth of Chriſt 
vato the tyme of 7raiar beyng expired, fo ſtraunge 
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a comfortable diſcourſe. 
things and myraculous both in the Church and com- 
mon Weales happened,as from the beginning of the 
worlde ſuch and ſo great neyther haue, neither ſhall 
come to paſſe,except onely in the laſt comming of the 
Lorde, at what tyme he ſhall call the dead before hys 
tribunall ſcate , that ſo the whole vngracious worlde 
may be brought vnto perperuall ſhame, and the vertu- 
ous tocuerlaiting glory: tor firſt our Lord and Sauiour 
Chriſt was borne of a virgin, perte& man, the Meſsias 
promiſed tothe Patriarches , the fonne of one ſub- 
ſtance with his eternall father , by whom God hath 
made of nothing, al things both in heauen aboue, and 
incarth belowe , and redeemed mankynd which was 
fallen,from ſinne,and wickednes:forin the behalfe of 
vs all, he hath ſutfred a moſt reprochtull death of the 
Crofle,tothatende,that death, and the Diuell beyng 
y0w way myght rid all beleeuers from eternall 
death,and the intolerable yoke of Satan. He hath al- 
ſoryſen lyke a conquerour in glory from the dead,and 
aſcended into heauen, that he myght Lim wv a wayCe 
for vs to his almightie father,whoſe anger by his righs 
teouſnes he had appeaſed,and reconciled him vnto vs, 
 Finallyalſo, atthe feaſt of Penticolſt, God miracu- 
louſly and without meane( according as itwas long 
before promiſed by the Prophetes )did powre out his 
holy ſpirit fall of all grace, and:goodnes vppon his 
Apoſtles, thatin all Nations they myght beableto 
glority God, and by euery ſpeache declare theirmecſ. 

ge of glad tydings : asalſo Maugre the diuel and his 

Adherentes the — — the outragjous 
cruelty of Neroand Diomnar,) was preached & pub« 

lihedthroaghouall theworld, i + 1 Fo 

Laſtly, what wonderfull things haye - happened 
fromthe byrth of Chriſt ynto the humdred yeere/atrer 
the ſame at which! tyme:Diverie fynitceogyurd the 
e1 I 4 ii Empoe 


Apo.17. 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt 


Emperiall Diademe ? I mynde not to proſecute euery 


thing particulerly , lealt by that meanes contrary to | 


my purpoſeI proceede. Amongſt other things,thoſe 
woordes fbolent of Chriſt and the Prophets, tea- 
ching the ouerthrowe and vtter deſtruction , of the 
Jewes and Hiersſalem, take etie& : and alſo ynder 
Traiane the Emperour there happened a great alte- 
ration inreligion. For although the Empyre was of 
Rome,yet was not the Emperour a Komaze borne but 2 
Spaniard,and adopted to thatdignitie,of Nerwa which 
was a Romane. And thertore by theſe it plainely doth 
appeare,that the Apoſtles beyngdead, there was now 
anew face of the Church, and that nothing ſo beauti- 
full as the former,and alſo new ſtate of Empire preſig- 
nifyed of /oh» in his Renelation. Becauſe that 7raian 
was the eyght from the ſeucnth who was Nermwa,which 
was the ſeuenth from Nerc the laſt of the ſtocke of Ce- 
ſfars, from whom /ohn beginneth to number the ſeuen 
Kings,which were the ſeuen heades of the Beaſt. And 
therefore he ſayth : Beitia guar vidiſts, fruit , o non eff, 
thatis, The Braff which than ſaweit, was, and is nor, that 
is,the Romance Empire is, but not ſuch an Empyre, as 
that was which came of the ſtocke of Ceſars , and de- 
cayed, when Nerza dyed. And now in the tyme of Do« 
mitian; of thoſe ſeuen,fiue were dead : but the ſeuenth 
which was Nere, was not yet come. And cim vengrit, 
opportet eum brene tempru mancrenec din imperare : wh 
he commeth he muſt tary aſhort tyme , and gouerne 
buta whyle : which alſo came to paſſe', becauſe he 
raigned but one yeereand three monethes. [But 7rA4- 
ianwas the eyght, a Spaniard no Romane borne, at 
adopred by the ſeuenth]' Wherefore tothe purpoſe 
fayth the Angell to /ohninthis maner © Beftia'que erat, 
The beaſtwhich was, to wit, the Romane Empire, & 

Romwanſparidh 


Empue, 
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Empire,is otawns rrit,thatſhalbethe eight, from Nero» 
> e ſeptemeit, and'is ofthe ſeuenth;towit, adoptodof 
Neraa. | it 

| Wherefore becauſe of this alteration in the Em- 
pire,and mournful countenance of theChurch,by rea« 


wil here begin toaccoimpr thelyrit hue hundred yeres; 
euen vnto the dayes of Heraclyus and Phocas , which 
chanced in the ,604. and .602; yecre from Chriſtes- 
Natiuitie . About which time Boniface the third was 
confirmed yniuerſall Bilhop of all the world;and ma-- 
niteſted theforerunner of Antichrilt , as likewyle Gre. 
goriethe great not many: yeeres before had pronoun- 
ced of the Patriarch of Conitantinople, which ambiti- 
ouſly ſought to be Priuate, or chiefe Byſhop of the 
relt.. About this time ,.the..Romane Empire was 
much weakened, and the Turke began'to beof pow-: 
er. Thisfirſt periode , may well be referred 'to the 
Church of Chriſt, in whoſe beginning (as it were) 
thee ſuffered moſt greeuous perſecution of the Ro- 
mane Empire, that cruell and blooddie beaſt,” and 
A——_Y godly and learned men , whichentred moſt 
dangerous and continuall contictes for the- ouer- 
throwe ofherefies: and yet notwithſtanding by litle 
and litle many- Ceremonies were brought into the 
Church, by which at length ſhee- was marucilouſly 

uted-: the chiefeſt bringer of thoſe ceremonies in- 
to theChurch,was Gregorie the great , vntill Boniface 
by the helpe of Phocas,did playnly declare himſelte to 
be Antichriſtin deede. 


From this time vntil theraigne of Hemry the fourth, The ſeconds 
weretken the ſecond periode of fiue hundred yeares: Pi9% 


inwhich all Papiſticall ſuperſtitions, Idolatrie,blaſphe- 
mie,orders of Monkes, power of the Pope , wyth the 
chiefe Senate of Cardinals , dyd aboue meaſure en- 

Zl G1. creaſe, 


 acomfortable diſcourſes" fol.25, 


{on that her cheife Rulers,and Apollites weredeadr,we -_ fuk Pea 


oh ® 


...\, Of the ſecond comming of ( rift, 


creiſe andinthe _ owe. 1 impietie came t6 
tipenes;cucnas alſo afterward 'did-thie Turkes tyrannie 
and blaſphemie. Before about a two hundred and 
fiftie yeares numbring from Phocas the Emperour, 
whichalſo haue their ende,to wit, in the dayes of the 

'* Emptrours , the Pope of Rome was licenſ:d to bea 
© "ciillMagitrate, receyued his chiefe auchoritie from 
Pipine;and afterwardes trom Charles the Great, and 
Lodonike the Godly , and was endued with many Pro- 
uinces, and adorned with double power,ot with both 
Swordesboth of ruling the: Spiritualtie ( as they ſaye) 
and Laitte»wihich he obtained vnder the pretence of 
Religion : and therefore /oh» in his Revelation gyueth 


*% Ap9%13. tothis Beaſttwo hornes like vnto the Lambe. About 


Tanf.de Sacra. 
Virgi. de in- 


whichtyme, both the Turkiſh Empire (as in his place 
It is ſayd)dayly increaſed, and the olde Romane Em= 
pirecontinually decayed,and was diuidcd in the Ori= 
entall ant] Occidentall Empire. Yet notwithſtanding 
the Occidentall Emperours.in re{pe& of the others, 
had full power to create, and confirme what Byſhops 
they would. But in the tyme of Heme the fourth, tha 
order was altogether chaunged. 'Becauſethe Byſhops 
atthelengrh had brought ynto themſclues all power 
and auchoritie , both of ordaining and choofing By-- 
ſhops,and Emperours to,and made anewe Eccleſiaſtis, 


nentione:libr, Call or Cardinals Senate tothe which was giuen full 


4-capi.o, 


power,to chooſe whom they wouldto the Papacie,the 
Pope beyng dead : and referued to themſclues all auc- 
thoritie . chooſing and crowning Emperours. A. 

inſtthis ynſpeakable ambition and mightie power 
of the Pope, dyd for the maintainingof his Emperiall 
aucthoritie,according to the decree of his father , Her... 
x7 the Blacke , though in other things he dyd otier« 
much ſubmit himſelf to the Popes aucthoritie , Hemp 
the fourth ,ſtoutely(as became a good _—— 


 ching of the Goſpell, through the grace o 


therwiſe called o_ the ſcucnrly; a wicked and in- 


famous Magician, 


much that he diſplacing him, choſe anewe Emperour 
named &a/fe,to whom he ſenta crowne of Gold, with 
this inſcription : Petra dedit Petro , Petrus diadema Ras 
dolph? : but atlength vanquiſhed by Hemry, hauing loſt 
his right hand,he died mitcrabie . 

Bur He-ry being dead, when as now the ſecond Pe- 
riod of fiae hundred yeares, from the tyme of Phocas, 
was perfetly finiſhed, the yogodly Pope by his craft 
and ſubciltie,at the beginnyng of his raigne,obtayned 
eaſily of Henry the fift,(too wicked a ſonnefor ſo god- 
ly a tather ) all his d:ſire. So that, thatdiuine Reuela- 
tion of /oh+: , dyd fully rake effe&: bicauſe that Image 
of the Beaſt with two hornes,dooth exerciſe al the po- 
wer ofthe former beaſt; and calleth al kings his ſonnes 
and ſlaues , andearneltly dooth keepe the manner of 
theGenlesin. all kyndof Idolatrie ; odly hauyng al- 
tered the namesof things ." Laſtly alſo to this Image 
ofthe Beaſt by the Dragon (bycaule he ſpeaketh like a 
Dragon)that power is gyuen,that he may quicken the 
other image of the Beaſte, that is, this Germanicall 
Empire , which rather ought to be termed a ſhadowe 
of the old Empire;than animiageof the fame." For the 
Pope did giue life to the my of the Beaſt by his clec- 
tion. For valeſſe the Pope did confirme the election, 
none was worthy of the name of an Emperour. Ther- 
fore vnder the pretece of the keies of the kinds of heas 
ue,thisvngratious felow _ marueiluſly _ this 

wer of the Dragon , which power now by the prea- 
th bell, thronghthe graceof Goddoth 
threaten an vrter and laſt deſtru&ion : whoſe longeſt 
terme of five hiadred yeres,about the yere2 a 


G.u. —_— -v 
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fiſte. For which cauſe, afterward Pope F7ildebrandb, 02 


ca.$. 


yd excommunicate him, and rai- Blondus = 
ſed greatand greuous wars againithim byothers,in fo — 


The la it Porys 
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fixe Hundred,;Cor there about)is fully finiſhed. Where. 
fore (fith this damnable childe, and the image of the 
Beaſt with the Dragon in that perte& wickednes muſt 
becut of, andeaſt'hedlong into hell) a greatand in 
' llible argument isit;;zand agreeing to Gods word, 
and to the courſe of time; thart this certaine computa- 
tion of yeeres doth ſignifie the Lords comming to be 
yery nighat hand. 


'« Of things paſt already,things to 
| q YA ſour. Lax ch gathered, S 


=7] Y thatwhich hath ben ſp0- 

] ken, as wel asa briefe anno« 
< 10n of tymes, and thyngs 
MM that haue beendone, could 
ſhewe, it aftera ſort:ap . 
Dj] reth, how,after the death-of 
"Henry the fourth, the Pope 
became the chiefe Monarch 
ofall the worlde, ruled all 
"rt, 3, :. yngs,andobteynedallau- 
thoritie of chuſing Bilkoppes . Alſo howe that third 
Pericde of fine hundred yeares, about the yeare of our 


- Lord, one thouſand and fixe hundred ſhould be fully 


perfe&, that ſo without all doubt we may looke for a 
new Ceramorphoſic of theſe things, ifthings to come- 
may well be-gathered, of things paſt already . And, 
whatother (I beſeech you) can we lookefor, but cuerr 
that which was ſeene, and heard of John in his Rexela-. 
tion , from hymwhich fate on the Throne among the: 
fourgand twenty Elders,faying; Bebold;l inake al things 


”ew, 
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new,a newe heanen,a newe earth : behold the Tabernacle of 


God with men, and he ſhall dwell with them,and they ſhalbe AP9-*% 


his people, and he ſhall be a God with them, enen their God, 
But when thoſe vngodly Decrees and blaſphemies, 
which the Romanes tro the fifty ſeuen, vnto the thou- 
ſand one hundred yeare ( in all the tyme that Herrie 
the fourth raigned ) by litle and litle brought in, are 
conſidered , and withall compared with our dayes, we 
ſhall find all thoſe things continually to haue had (as it 
it were peculiarly )their five hundred yeares a peece. 
Wherefore, in my wudgement, by the tymes vaſt ,and 
ſtate of things preſent, Iam the more contirmed to 
thinke the full and perfe& end of all vngodlyneſle , to 
be very nighathand , after which ſhall enſue that per- 
Il and euerlaſting world, in which the Lord God 
raigne and rule in juſtice, truth, and mercy, for e- 


—_—_ : p Decreta Pon» 
In thetyme of Hemry (as out of hiſtories we gather) rificum. 
theſe Decrees of the Biſhoppes were publiſhed : firſt, P/:ina- 


— Sabellicus, 
that the Emperours ſhoulde hane no-aucthoritie to x,.ucr.tib. x. 


fol.27. 


chuſe Biſhoppes,nor Pope : for which cauſe the Senate ca.s. 


of Cardinals, to whom was geuen that power, was in- 
ſtituted and preferred to great honour : then alſo they 
tooke yppon them to chuſe, and refuſe Emperours at 
their pleaſure, as plainly appeared by Hildebrardes ele- 
Citing of Rodo/ph, and diſplacing of Henry ., Moreoner 
ynder this Emperour, that horrible Tdolatrie of the 
woorſhippyng and carrying about of the bread , came 
intothe Church, 
Laſtly, in the yeare one thouſand, nyntie, and three, 
al the lawes of Popes were gathered & ſet forth by one 
Tuon B.of Carnot.And therfore no doubt, but the Lord 
God alſo athis certaynetyme, wyll brirgto nought, 
cut of,and by his commyng to iudgemert, to the per-- 
petuall ſhame of all papiſtes, vtterly aboliſh all thatim-- 


Cauſ.is, q. 7s 
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Ceps., 


IE "I r= _ -— _ 
———_— pm a my 
—— - = 
my ., —_— = * — 
4 wv” - . _ . «S - 
»* n= Suomi Sh ro, 90 14 er atten mn nerrm 
=  - ———— Ant G 4 TR pA : 


Of the ſecond comming of (Chriſt, 


ietic and wickednes, which the Diuell by his mini- 

ers, tothe reproch of God , hath cauſed, increaſed, 
and afencd. For we haue examples both in the 
people of the Iewes, and Gentiles, For when as their 
ſuperſtition, and obſtinate vngodlynes was cometo 
the top, then ſprang vp the true doctrine , and prea- 
ching ofthe OTF which their falſe doctrine was 
reproued,yet in the meane while, through the iuſt and 
horrible diſpleaſure of God againſt them , moſt gree- 
uoully were they plagued, enen as alſo happen:d to 
the Iewes, by Icruſalems deſtruction,and allo to other 
nations,and laſtly to Rome , in the nuſcrable ſpoyling 
of the Gorhes -_ vandolles. 

But ifthe tyme ſince the preaching of the Goſpell 
were well marked, we ſh1ll ſee molt cuident begin- 
nings of the ruine and ouerthrow of the Pope,and Pa 
pacte,which perchanceeyrher ſhall go before the laſt 
end of tyme,orcls in that third ſpace of fyue hundred 
yeeres,or ſomwhat after , by the Lords comming ſhall 
cometo naught. So doolI perſwademy (elſe - thinke 
you what you will,atyour pleaſure,and yettake heede 
yerhinke not fal{ly . Butifinother places Terre ,the 
matter is not great . For itis certayn out of the word 
of God ,thatthiserrour ſhall not long continue . For 
Chriſt is the very truth , and caunort erre . But let vs 
note what hath happened , and dayly dooth happen 
among Chriſtians 1n this our age, and playalyand c- 
uidently , we ſhall ſee all things ( Gnbohe ) to haue, 
and daily to come to paſſe, about this yery tyme of fiue 
hundred yeeres .For we haue a notable example here- 
of inthe EleRors, and ſtates of the Empire, which in 
the yecre one thouſand , fiue hundred fiftye and eight 
(which was about the fiue hundred yeere after the 
—_ began their tyranny ouer Kings and Princes) 
Uid chuſe Ferdinands: the Emperor maugre the Pops, 
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and for ever diſanulled that decree of the Cardinals, 

for the confirmation of his eleGion . How(I1 beeſech 

you ) hath Lotharmge a Grifian Cardinall in France, 

and Grazuellus another Cardinal in PBelgra for al their 
Cardinalſt:ippes prevayled, in their laboring to con- 

firmethe Popes authoritie, andto bring in the Spa- 

niſke Inquiſition? haue not the Frenchmen, and 

Belg1ars by that meanerather rebelled agaynſt them, 

& caſtfr6 their ſhoulders that intollerable yoke of the 

Popes bor:dage? By which no doubt it is euident,that 

that ſpace of tue hundred yeeres in which the Cardi- 

nals bare the ſwaye ,is row paſsing , and will ſtortly 

be expired, euen as the other peeuiſh, and idolatrous 

dcErine of the Papiſtes is well , ard totheir perpetu- 

all prayſe baniſhed out of the Dominions of manye 

good Kings and Princes. And now ye Princes deale an atmenid. 
wiſely,and with iudgement, conſider how that Anti- © toP:inces, 
chriſt of Reme hath moſtſhamefully abuſed your au- 

thoritie to the ſuppreſsing of the truth , and perſecu- 

ting of inrocentes : Beare in minde how long you 

haue been Miniſters and Nlaues to that blooddie beaſt, 

In crucifyirg Chriſt agayne in his niembers . Belear- 

ned ye Iudges of the earth , be ſorye for theſe things: An admenies 
Serue the Lord in feare, and reiozce with trembling For ® ** Kings. 
the horrible day of the Lord h on your ſhoul- 

ders. Thereforebiſe the Sonne leaft Fe C47! bh ard ſoye — 
periſh :when his fury ſhalbe but a little kindled, Bleſſed are 

all they which truft in the Lord. 

Now ifin that ſpoken already, and other particu- 

Jar lawes, the number of five hundred yeeres beſo 

rightly filled , what ſtall we indge of the whole body 

of all the Popes decrees ? which afterwarde by /-Fu&i, Chron 
#01 Byſhoppe of Carner ( after whom Gratian follow- 

ed) intheyeereoftheLord one theuſand nintieand 
three, at the commaundement of the Pope was 


ruly 


<Tim.4. 
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truly collected into one booke, as it were by imira- 
ting Iſtinian the Emperour , which by the ayde of 
Tribonianus and other noble men, gathered the Ciuill 
laweinto an order, and made thereot'a newe booke. 
But how with abſurditiesin number infinite , & blaſ- 
phemies not to be vttered, thoſe decrees of the Po 

doo filthily deface the woord of God, none of a ak 
iudgementis ignorant. And yetalas theſe haue had 
more auchoritienow many yeares, than the very im- 
mutable worde, and will of God. Which things a 
though they doo agree very well together , yet for the 
fakes of the ignorant we will proue the ſame both by 
a Canon of holy Scripture,and the Popes decrees, ma- 
nifeltly contrarie between themſclues. Paule ſayth to 
Timothie : Spirits diſerte dicet, fore,cc, That is, The 


. Spirit ſaith plainly, that.inthe latter tymes ſome ſhall 


depart from the tayth, lyſtening to falſe ſpirites , and 
to the doctrine of Diuels by Te hypocriſie of vayne 
ſpeakers, who conſcience is marked: with a hot iron 

cy forbyd to marrye , they commaund to abſtaine 
from meates,which are created of God to be'eatem: of 
the faythfull,and ofthoſe which knowe the truth with 
thankefulnes, Anda little before he taught, a Byſhop 
muſt bethe husband of one wyte. To theſe woordes 
oi the Apoſtle;thedecrees of Popes are cleane oppolit; 
which doo forbyd Byſhops,Prieſts, and all the Clergie 
to marrie, with this interdiction, that if they doo lo, 


; they muſtbe remoued from the Eccleſiaſticall calling, 


and,which is more, ifthey haue alreadye contracted 
Matrimonie, without any reſpec of irregularſhip they 
mult be ſeperated,and (halbe compelled by the Ordi- 
narie', and remedies of excommunication to refuſe. 
their wiues.&c.By which itis apparant , that the Pa- 
= are thoſe, which in the latter dayes ſhould depart 

om the faith, and by the Diuels prougking vnder by- 
= " pocrilie 
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pocriſie,and with many of the chicfeſt of them haue 
not ynder the cloake of ouermuch chaſtitie forbyd 
pureand chaſtz Matrimonie , which the holye ghoſt 
dooth ſinguiarly commend:and alſo receyuing of cer- 
taine meates,which(as Paw/e dooth witnes)God hath 
created for the faithfull to be caten with thankeſge- 
uing. Andyet notwithſtanding theſe,as I ſaid betore, 
decrees of Popes,although they be cleane contraric to 
the wyll of God, haue had more aucthoritie among 
men, than theeternall woord of God. Bycauſe thoſe, 
although in deede wicked and vngodly, yet haue been 
called holy,and Catholike, and they which haue been 
conuerſantin them, our chiefe maſters , and doQors 
were counted,to whom the ſacred Scripture was moſt 
ynſauerie. Sothattotake an honeſt woman to wyfe 
(which Pawle commaunded his Byſhops todoo ) was 
diſhoneſtie, and more diſhoneſtie than either openly 
to vie aconcubine,or ſecretly to commit adulterie. Al 
ſo on the Friday to cate fleſh, was a great ſinne and he- 
refie: and yet on that day to follow drunkennes and 
carnalitie, was no ſhame,but je ——_—__ 
(eto heare the blaſphemous Maſk, to reuerence an 
Idolatrous peece of breade , and to carry the ſame a- 
bout with a pompous Proceſsion, was no impietie but 
ood Religion,and yet to celebrate the Supper of the 
dſoberly according to his inſtitution, was no god 
lynes,but great abhomination. At awoord,the doc- 
trine of Chriſt, a good and godly conuerſation , was 
of them ſuſpe&ed, aserronious : & yet forſooth their 
deuiliſh decrees, and damnable doctrine was holy,and 
nothing pernicious. Their impuritie , great pictic z 
their hypocriſie, great holynes , their damnablecere- 
monies , wasthe diuine ſeruice of God. So that all 
Chriſtian Religion was vtterly baniſhed, and no token 
of the true ſcruice of God _ be ſeen, But wk 
CVS " "Ii 6 
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the yeare of the Lorde a thouſand fyue hundred nine- 
tie and three after Chriſtes birth,which is the fyue 
thouſand, fyue hundred,and fiue yeare afterthe world 
was made, thar expiring of fyue hundred yeares draw- 
eth nygh, in which theſe decrees of Popes gathered 
together by publike aucthoritie to the great defacing 
of Gods woord , and the merites of Chriſt , ſhall 
haue theyrende . Wherefore a woonderfull and yn- 
doubted hope of things to come may be conceyued 
of things paſt , that about that tyme ſhalbe that vni- 
nerſall Jeftru&ion of all the worlde , and glorious 
comming of the Lorde . by which all theſe Popiſhe 
decreesſhall come to naught, and by the juſt iudge- 
ment of God , as erroneous, and blaſphemous , be 
calt into eternall fire , becauſe they haue wickedly 
burned all the true interpretations of the Prophett- 
call, and Apoſtolicall ſcriptures , and cruelly mar-- 
tyred the learned miniſters , and true profeſſors of 
Chriſtes Religion . Vndoubtedly that number of 
fyue hundred yeeres in lyke manner as the others 
ſpoken of before,doo preſage the ſame lyke thing:the 
Irons of the ſtarres ( as may be gathered 
by that whichis ſpoken ) take their about the' 
ſame tyme : The preaching of the Goſpell , and 0- 
ther tokens mentioned of Chriſt is gonne before: 
a the Iultice of God eſpecially dooth exadte the 
& ; 
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COf the double equalitie of num- 


bers which is repreſented in th! number of 
| yeares of the worlde happerirg :n the 
| | eyghtic eyght,and ninetie thre 
yeare next enſuing. 


f0l.30, 


& vntill the ninetie three nowe 
WF; athand ? Which is the yeare 
{| of the world fyue thouſand, 
tyuc hundred ,fiftic and fyues 
dooth it foreſhowe any won- 
dertull,or ſignifie any perf-& 
e* thingor no? Certainly Ifind 
the ſame to be altogether of lyke proportion as by 
that which is ſpoken may appearezcuen with the eigh- 
tiecyght now at hand, becauſe itisin his qualitie the 
| fiue thouſand, five hundred, and ſiſtie yeere. The Py- 
thagorians, and Platoniftes, men of great auhoritie, 
haue thought many things to conſiſt in theſe, and haue 
| wondred therat :for the loweſt numberin the highelt, 
hath inirſelfea perfe& Arithmericall proportion, and 
| fromtheloweſtro the higheſt,it comprehenderth with 
| initaperte& Geometicall equalitic. And P/:to in a- 
nother place,greatly dooth wonder at the Arithmeti- 1» Fpinems4e 
call, and ſaith,that the ſane dooth make the mynd1 apt * Piuloſophe 
for al: ſpeculation, and praiſe. And he dooth adde 


; moreouer,that numbring is ginen of God himſelfe to 
| man,as a neceſlarie inſtrument of reaſoning ard dif< * 
courſing, without whi_h, the myndeſhoul4 2ppeare 


without a mynde,and all artes and knowledge would 
vaniſh, Here Iconteſſe my ſelfeto haue certaine ſin- 
| H.u, ; 
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eular con We thoſe not vayne,but of waight, 
and agreable tothe woord of God, asIthinke, And 
thereiore forthe profit of all , and that I may giue an 
occaſio to the learned more deepely to thinke of this 
matter,lI will not bury this my talent whatſoeuer it be, 
but wyllſetitabrode tor commoditie , and bring it 
foorth without any regard of the ouer curious , &the 
rather becaiſe I knowe that theſe things ( itels where 
perchance I flidz ) doo containe no daunger , or here- 
ſiewithin them, butrather by occaſion many profitae 
ble inftrations,and thoſe ſweete and neceflarie. 

And (that we may returne to Plaro ) he ſayth in a= 
nother place very well : That Godis aneternall ſpirit 
and cauſe of all goodnes in the world . Becauſe in the 
creation ofgood things he ſhewed his vnſpeakeable 
power, wiſedome,and goodnes : and in the conſerua- 
tio of things created, hus eternal prouidence,8& a won- 
derful contne and order of al things: that by the con- 
templation thereof,man which was made to the j- 
mage of God, ſhould allo continue, according to the 
woord reneiled, in acknowledgin 5 and calling on 
his Maieſtie: and not as a brute » beholding the 
earth, ſhould ſecke after vayne and tranſitorie things, 
bur ſhould inminde aſcend into heauen to beholde 
things celeſtiall and of continuance, as alſo the Scri 
ture euerie where dorhtcach vs. Alſo, what kind of 
me would Plato in his Phedyus and Phedon, haue in his 
common weale ? Forſooth euen ſuch, as through 
contemplating of heauenly things , ſhould rather 
ſeemetoliue without,than in the body,and rather to 
God, than themſclues, and be delyghted in him a- 
lone . Butthat we may ga higher,to the manifeſting 
of that which I am about, Let vs behold how all 
things in the world doſtand ,and weſhall find them 
ina certayne order, meaſure, and number,to be ſa 
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Enkei togeather,that they canriot be ſeperated. The 
Heauen , the Planets,and the Starres keepe their cer- 
tayne order, and tyme, and they appoynt the cer. 
tayne courſe of euery thing : and cauſe the change 
and alterationsin the bodyes both of men and bealts, 
and in his due timeeuery hearbe,is broughr forth. Al 
which thingsare ſoapparantin oureyes, as of them 
wecan not doubt. And yctalltheſe things, by the in- 
comprehenſible wiſedome and prouidence of almigh- 
ty God ,earc keptin their certaine meaſure and num- 
ber, For God by acertainemeaſure ( as it were) hath 
placed the earth, like a round Globe inthe myddle ({o 
thatno way it can fall) the which the whole Firma- 
ment of heauendooth compaſſe, and in the ſpace of 
twenty and foure houres is carryed rounde about the 
fame. Alſq he hath appoynted a certaine and iuſt 
number of all things : to wyr, the foure ſeaſons ofthe 
yeare,and their monethes, dayes , the certaine houres 
ofcuery day,the minutes of euery houre,and laſtly the 
certaine endes of tyme , by a certaine incomprehenſt- 
ble conſent of the Starres,and numbers among them 
ſelues. Not as though the Starres and numbers with- 
out the firſt cauſe, can bring any thing to paſſe, bur be- 
cauſe intheir gouernment, and ſecond operation of 
the Starres,they repreſent before oureyes,the immea- 
ſurable wiſedome, and eternall prouidence of God, 
Becauſe God is nota God of corfuſion, that he can 
dooall things at his pleaſure, by a certaiue inordinate 
affection as men do : butheis a God of order, a kee- 
per of order in his things created , from which he 
dooth not raſhly digrefſe although he tyeth nor hym 
ſelferherto, thathe wyll not, or cannot alterit ( when 
his glory by his ſecret counſaile, and the ſafegard of 
the Church, requyre the ſame. ) For in the {taying 
and goyng. backe of the Sonne in the  tyme of 
doſua and Excchias kyng of [udz, and by other divine 
| H,iii, myracies 


fol-31, 
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myracles , he ſheweth the contrary . And yet withotit 
all controuerſie, the eternall prouidence of God, and 
Predeſtination hath appoynted by a certaine meaſure 
and number, trom the begynnyng of the world, to 
the end ot the ſame, as it were by rule, certaine termes 
in the courſe of the Starres, by which, great habilitic is 
gyucn toaskilfull and learned man, to iudge of things 
to come, cuenas by a Dyall made by a woorkman in 
E__ and niber, things to come are foreſccne, 
cauſe Arte, as nighas may be, imitatetPGod ard 
nature, Yea, and theſe excc!lent felowes, Plaro and 
Aristotle, doo place all wiſedome, knowledge,a”d ver- 
rue, in the proportion of number : for Vertue ard Tu- 
ſtice they ſetinthe myddle , by which, tocuery man 
1s gyuen his owne, by adoubleequalitie , and 1s mea- 
ſured by a proportion Arithmetical-and Geometrical. 
Now, ſhonce this inſtant number of the yeares of 
the world, dooth ſoexaGily comprehend in it ſelfe all 
thoſe things mentioned betore, as from the begin- 
nyng of things, andinthislaſtage, inlikequantuie, 
and ſo perfectly dyd neuer appeare,{as hereafter more 
n—_ we wyll prooue) I ſuppoſe the Lord God'a ma- 
erand gouernour of all things, by this proportiona- 
ble agreeing ofnumber, wyll,(as it were by the hand) 
leadevstoacertaine deepe conſideration of a perfe& 
expiring , andend of all things : eſpecially inas much 
as the direfull Deſtinies, the Starres, and damnable 
Decrees of Popes doo fulfill the whole number of fine 
hundred yeares. SothatItruſt , that thecommyng 
of the Sonne of God to iudgement, wyll ſhortly enſue, 
In which, all impietie, lying , and dooing of wrong, 
through the tyrannie of Antichriſt,the Diuell, and his 
members, ſhalbe taken awayc: and the cuerl»ſtyng 
kingdome of Chriſtintruth and equiti>, halbe con- 
firmed , that ſo toeuery oneſhalbe gyuen his m_ 


BY Oar FF = ©» %S 


* WH 1 » W wH T3 


i 8. 


a comfortable diſcourſe. 


either good, or bad, according to the true Geometri- 
call proportion, which is therule of Iuſtice in God, to 
whom all beleeuers in Chrilt, arelike. 

Burt that more playnly theſe things may be vnder- 
ſtoode, it muſt be knowen what we call Arithmeticall 
proportion , and Geometricall, according to iuſtice: 


and alſo how theſe two proportions are pcrfectlye .,, 
contayned inthis yeere of the .5555. which in the of ariebmery- 
yeere. 95 .cn{uing,ſthalbe the the yeres ſince the worlds «ll proporti- 
foundation . Arithmeticall proportion is, when as" 


three, or moe numbers being ſet. , all without any re- 
ſpect of proportions doo difter by equall ods, as .1.2. 
3.4.5.-Here continually one number differs from the 
Other but in ynitiegas alſo ,2.4.6.8.10, inwhich one 


differeth froanother,but the niiber of two. And ther- Melane .in E. 


fol: 12, 


defining 


forewe ſee inthe fifth number whichis thelaſt, an A- Pol, 


rithmeticall proportion to be contayned , becauſe it 
hath in itthis excellence , that it comprehendeth in 
It ſelfe , and that fitly , all vnities, of whichall other 
numbers doo conſiſt , be they euen or odde, to the 


which no naturall , be heneuer fo talkatiue , can at-- 


tayne by numbring . This Arithmeticall proportion, 


eAriitotle a(cribeth to the exchangeable 1uſtice . For' 


euen as euery number playnly doth differ from other 


in equall ſumme : ſo a great equalitie, there mult be. 


between the ware , and the price, lcaſt while one'is in- 


tured , the other by his lofſe and dammage become gen 
riche . The Geometrical proportion i1s,when as three proportzun 
or moe ſummes being ſet, we conſider not the diffe. "= 


rence of numbers, but marke the equalities of pro- 
portion., Foreuen as fiue referred to'.50. hath the 


proportion of quantitie, ſo hath ; 50. to. 500. and 


2$.50.to.500.ſ0.500.to, 5o0o. all which are in the 
proportion of tenne. But P/aro ſaid, that this Geome- 


etrical 


tricall proportion candoo much,both betweene God-In Gorgia, 


and 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt 


and man:an{ that the ſtate of a common weale is then 
beſt , when it conſiſteth of a Geomertricall equalitie, 
which appointeth perſons, and ordaineth offices ac- 
cording to the greatnes and worthines of giftes , and 
beſtoweth rewardcs to worthy perſons , whereof it is 
well called of the Philoſophers a diſtributiue Iuſtice, 
For examples ſake, as inthe gouerning of a ſhip , the 
ruling of the ſameis not committed to any man}, but 
ynto him which is Ckilfull,and tor his cunning , and 
well guiding therot he receyueth a better ſtipend than 
other which are vnſ{kiltul :{6 alſo to a vertuous , cun- 
ning,, iuſt, conſtant,and grave perſon, the adminiſtra- 
tion of the common Wealcis to be committed , and 
withall awoorthy honour : leaſt by a gouernment, 
whichis rude, wicked , ard tyrannicall , the common 
weale be brought to deſtruction. Alſo in the affaires of 
priuate _ this Geometricall equalitie isto be 
obſcrued. Fora greater honour and reuecrence is due 
tothe Magiſtrate , than to an other mani,to our paren= 
tes than to {traungers : to an old man, thanto ayOngs 
to a learned, than to an ignorant. Alſo we ought 
moreentirely to loue our wyues and children , 
other folkes,as likewiſe according to the dodtrine of 
Pasl,weſhould more make of ,and cheriſh thoſe of the 
houſhold of faith, than ſtraungers from the Church; 
But alas,we totoo well doo know, thatno equalitie 
according to the Arithmeticall proportion is kept at 
all, nonotof thoſe , which are accompted the moſt 
holy among the members of Chriſt , and inthe ſame 
greatly delighting themſclues , as though then th 
were the bell Chrittans,if they leade a ciuil and poli 
tike lyfe without any publike reprehenſion. The which 
asSitis rare,ſo is itmuch to bz commended : becauſe 
todoo ſo,is the propertie of a good citizen, Butit fol- 
lowethnot by and by that they are good Chriſtians: 
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becauſe they are good Citizens. For godlines, huma- 
nitie, bounteouines, fidelitie,yprightnes and true reli- 
gion, ſtretche farder than doth outward behawiour 


therule of the lawe,and hypocriſie. For the true dif- | ** Cher. 


ciple of Chriſt being of one minde and meaning wyth 
his maſter Chrilt,will be ſo farre fromenriching hym- 
ſelf by empoueriſlung another,and hyding thatwhich 
may hurt his neighbour, that by no meanes he wyll 
preferre his owne priuate proſperitie, betore the com- 
mon profit, 

And rather will forgoe life , and liuing, then doo 
that which is notſeemely for any man, much lefſe for 
him which is by calling holy , and by profeſsing a 
Chriſtian. Good God, how farre from this mynde 
and purpoſeare moſt of our buiers, and ſellers e{tran- 
| Foras yet wetalke not of thoſe which are well 

owen to deceyptfull , faithlefſe , abhominable , and 
common vſerers , but of ſuch as in the ſight of al men 
ſeeme and be accompted honeſt, and good Citizens. 
For euen theſe doo perſwade Chemnſtines that they 
deale vprightly , if onely they giue true meaſure for 

Ir money , not conſidering atall,that to take exce(- 
ſive gaynes,is todoo wrong , and altogeather agaynſt 
tuſtice : not conſidering , that itisall oneinreſpect of 
equalitie ( from which all iuſtice dooth ſpring ) to ſet 
too great a price , and to ſell by falſe waightes and 
meaſures,by which reaſon the vnequalnes of price and 
and ware, may well be called falſe meaſure : for if it 
were demaunded of them , whether itwere meete to 
bring him into the right way,which is out of the way? 
or to ſhewe him the ready way , which is altogeather 
ignorantofthe ſame ? orifhe were not much tobe 
blamed which ſeeing his neighbour goe aſtraye , will 
without calling him backe, let him goe on forward? 
I am ſure they wil couſefſe, both him to bea noughty 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, 


man , and thisno honeſt man, for his labour, And 
yet forſooth,is ita falſe opinion which weare in, when 
troa general propoſitio, we come to a particular con- 
trary totheir minds : in deede it 1s more agreeable to 
iuſtice,not to hurt a mi by the purie,or loſle of goods, 
than toſhew him the ready way,which knowes it not, 
ButTIpray you, what is the caule of thee ſiniſter opini- 
ons$?f{1th thereaſonis al one, and nothing more agree- 
ing with juſtice. Trucly ſelfe loue,couetouſnes,and an 
ouer greatcare of thislyfe,from which Chriſt carneſt= 
ly dooth call ys. Butlet vs thinke that ſaying of Cicero, 
to be moſt true : Quwm quid quiſpian ſcat, &c. 11 is not 
the part of a plaine, ſmple , ingentous , innocent , and honeft 
maubut rather of a ſubtule, vile, wyly deceiptfull , maliti> 
ons,craftie,and dubble dealer , for his owne profit ſake to 
hyde that which he knoweth from any man , which ſhould 
wnderitand the ſame. And moreouer he ſayth : S; vitu- 
perandi ſunt qui reticuerunt , quid de his exiftimanaum eſt 
qui orationis vanitatem adhibuerunt ? That is . If they are 
ro be dripraiſed which keepe a thing cloſe , what ſhall we 
thinke of thoſe which haue vſed vaine woordes? And ther- 
fore ſayth Syrach very well : As a naile inthe wall/ticketh 
fait betweene two kones,ſo dooth ſame ſticke betweene the 
buyer avd the ſeller. 

Likewiſe, much lefle is the Geometrical proportion 
kept in this wicked world. For the wicked & vnlearned 
beyng in face impudent, andin behauiour egregious 
Paraſites, areexalted to great honour, & glorious of- 
fices,when as men famous, as well for learning,as Re- 
ligion,b-eyther in Court cotemned, or of Sycophants 
defaced,or ynworthely diſgraded, for ſome light of- 
fence: as happened to Beliſerms , who by 1uft;marloſt 
his eyes: For darknes cannot abyde the light,and bold 
1gnorance through her marueilousimpudencie, doth 
&r her ſelfe againlt learnyng and knowledge . For as 
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Quintiliandooth witnes , Quo quiſque minus valet, hoc qyinil, ub, 2 
ſe magis attollere , et dilatare conatur : The leatt of power, Cay. , 
the moit vaineglorious . And againe : Quo minus ſap 
wunt, minus habent pudoris : The more foole, the more impu- 
dent, Nowe therefore, fith among the learned, or(as 
Plato ſaith) among Philoſophers ,the contrary dooth 
happen , no marueyle if the vnlearned hauethem in 
contempt. Yet P/aro woulde hauc it otherwiſe in his 
common Weale, where either Philoſophers ſhoulde _— ms 
beare the ſway ,or thoſe which ruled,ſhould be learned ** - 
in Philoſophie, or ( which we doo adds ) at the leaſt 
haue ſuch about them,whoſe counſaile they might vic 
and folow, Moreouer, ſfith the Lord God, tor hise- 
leces ſake ( for whoſe cauſe all things are kept) hath 
created all things , it foloweth out of the woorde of 
God,and his diuine Iuſtice, that al things in the world 
aredue vntothe ele& and godly, not to the wicked 
and reprobate . Bur it falleth out farre otherwiſe in 
the world , where the wicked doo flourilh in riches, 
and are preferred : but the godly doo periſh with po- 
uertie, and areleftas a pray totheir enemies, Alſo 
Chriſt the onely begotten ſonne of the euerlaltyng 
God, which is themaker both of heauen and earth, 
and Lord of Lords, hath witneſſed of hym ſelfe, thatin 
this world he had not where to hyde his head , but was be- 
fore theworld,a very abie&, and made away bya moſt Meth. 8. 
odious death , euen the death of the Croſſe: Yet not- 
withſtanding his aduerſary , thatſonne of perdition, 
ſirteth(as God)in the temple,ruling with two {words: 
flouriſhing with riches, power, and glory , and is with 
all reuerence called our Holy father, and worſhipped 
as thedeputie of Chriſt him ſelf. And therfore by theſe 
we plainly perceyue, that in this world no Geometri- 
call equalitie according to the diſtributiue juſtice 
(which is the beſt ) is any where obſcrued , But yer 
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(fith Godis iuſt) all kinde of iuſtice neceſſarily to alt 
mult be extended , ſo that to the worthy , all things 
mult be giuen, but from the wicked , all things which 
falſely they haue taken to themſelues , and abuſed to 
the moleſting of the godly,ſhall vtterly be taken away, 
Wherefore needes mult there be another lyfe after 
this, and therfore for thoſe reaſons alledged we ſer 
downe,that the Lorde God dooth foreſhowe to the 
ſtudious , by this dubble proportion or equalitie of 
numbers , a certaine finiſhing of things with an vtter 
deſtruction of this wicked world, and withall , he vn- 
doubtedly dooth giue vs to vnderſtand , and ſignifies 
the beginning of the building anewe of the eternall 
kingdome of Chriſt, which with vpright iudgement, 
and by equalitic in cuery reſpe&, he will eſtabliſh per« 
petually, and make itendure world withoutend, 


© Of the number of fine, the fiue- 


folde forme,and ofthe Greeke letter x. 


Ith by that which is vttered 
we haueſhowen, thateuen 
{| frue hundred, andeuery 50, 
ecre,there doo commonly 
| ppen ſome ſingular alte- 
39! rations inthe Churche, and 
common Weaſes, it follow- 
eth very likely,that the cighs 
tie eyght yecare nowe at 

hand,which is the yeere of 
the world. 5550. ſhalbe fully perfe& to which if bur 
fue were added, it commeth to paſke (as alittle before 
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it is ayd) that the whole number, inthe yeare. 93. will 
be proportionable , according to Arithmeticall and 
Geometricall equalitie, And therfore they doo ſeeme 
to preſage vnto vsa golden world in deede, andener- 
laſting to come,in which all the juſtice of God ſhalbe 
fulfilled, and haue her full ſtrength,and vertue. YetI do 
not denie,butitis my ſaying, thatthe loweſt number 
of fiue from the firſt and laſt,doo offer vnto vs many 
things agreeing very well to our purpoſe : eſpecially 
ſith which hath beenſayd ſomeete in one , and many 
things els both in the Byble, and S:bilbar Oracles are 
to be founde lyke vnto them : all which we plainly ſce 
are grounded 1n the perpetuall ordinance , and proui- 
dence of God,not by chaunce. 

Ofthe number of fiue is termed the fiuefold forme, 
which of all other , ( as — recordeth) in ſet- 
ting of trees, maketh the tayreſt Orchard, and is ſuch, 
as howſocuer one behold the ſame, itis dire& and 
and {trayte . Then isa thing ſayd to be finefoulde , or 
of fiue manner of wayes , when the diſpoſitionjthere- 
of is ſach,as two partes thereof togeather with the 
third of another ſqrt, oppoſit to themſclues by equall 
ſpace, doo ſeeme\ howſoeuer you turne your felfe) 
to hauethe forme offiue, orthis letter V , by which- 
the Latines doo note fine';; Burit five in number were 
{erdowne by other figures, or bythe ſame, in like of- 
der vnderneth , they - > repreſent the Grecke letter 
x. and the lattine X,which dooth ſignifie tenne . From 
thenceI thought, fith inthe fore mentioned propor- 
tionable number of yeares , the number of hue is 
loweſt, and befides dooth repreſent theſe two letters, 
from which alſo by an equalitie of Geometricall pro- 
portion, it gocth foreward by the diſtance of renne, 
IthoughtT ſay, whether this alſo did fignifte any fin- 
gular thing worthy to be marked ? For the Greeke 

].u. letter 


fol. 35. 
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Ofthe greeke letter x. is the firſt letterin the name of Chrilt ypr53g: 
and /oh»in the Reuclation by x3; , commaundeth all 
of ynderſtanding to count the. comming of the Beaſt 
riſing from the earth, and hauing the two hornes of 
theLambe, which are .666. yeares,ſo ſignificant are 
theſe Grecke letters . But inthe explications of this 
place Bullrger teacheth , that the account of ,666. 

eares muſt begin , when /oþ» ſawe his Reuelation a+ 
urthe ende of the raigne of Dometian which was 
fromthe byrth of Chriſt the. g7.yeare : ſo that to the 
filling of the firſt hundred yeare trom Chriſtes natiui- 
tie three yeeres be wanting, It therefore theſe yeares 
were added to an hundred , and they added to the 
number of the Beaſtes. name. 666, and three ,yeeres 
were taken from the firſt hundred , we ſhall haue the 
yeare ofthe Lord to be. 763. which was the. 13, yeare 
of Pepines raigne : about which tyme Pepine graunted 
yntothe Pope, his chicte power and aufthoritie, con» 
trarie tothe minde of Leo /ſanricxs,which the Papiltes 
extremely did hate, for caſting their images out of his 
teples,and'therforethey called him &xoy6uaxoy or ene- 
mie toimages. Therfore by theſe letters we know the 
timeof the comming of the beaſt with two hornes like 
vnto the Lamb:cuenas: Henry Bullnger dooth profes 
cute the ſame moreat large, and prooueth the ſame by 

Sibpls Oracles. Moreouer when we count all markes 

of the letters in this name ype5%g,it(asitis in Sibyls yer 

ſes) E. be added, we ſhall plainly finde thatin theſe alſo 
the beginning of the tyme when the kingdome of 

Chriſtſhould be preached , and alſo the beginning of 

the fall of Antichriſt alſo in the former his comming 
was ſignifyed, All the Grecke letters in this name, ex-+ 

preſſe this number. 1485, 

Now if the yeares , which come from that yeare, in 
which Icſus,by his reſurre&ion from the dead , and af- 


Cention 


cention into heauen , he had declared hym ſelfe to be 
Chriſt the king of the Iewes, and the fonne of the eter- 
nal God, were compared to this tyme , when Lzther 
andother learned men did by the pure Euangelicall 
dodrine of the tree renuſsion of finnes in Teſus Chriſt, 
driue away the grofſe darknes of papiſticall ignorance, 
and made the | of righteoulnoſl lefus Chriſt our 
Lord, to ſhine againe , weſhall eutdently perceiue this 
tyme rightly to be comprehended in theſe numbers. 
For ifto this number. 1485. the yeares from the Na- 
tiuitie of our Lord,to his reſurre&ion,which were. 3 3. 


were added , then (hall the yeare of our Lord , a thou-- 


ſand,fiue hundred,eightcene ariſe, in which, and after- 
ward , many learned men began to ſet them ſelues a- 
gainlt the darknes of Papiſtes . Now becauſe this10- 
weltnumber offiue, aperfe& Arithmeticall , to that 
Geometrical proceeding by a fiuetold,and very good- 
ly forme, dooth as it were in colours, place before our 
eyes, the Greeke Letter x. which is the firſt Letter in 
thename and office of oureternall king, and alſo be- 
ingalitle turned, repreſenteth the Croſſe, thatis, the 
badge and noble ſigne of Chriſt , whoſe laſt letrer of 
the Nominatiue caſe is X: by thoſe things I fall into 
this conſideration, that about theſe tymes foretold, 
the commyng of the Lord to judgement , is preſignt- 
fied, by which he ſhall ſhew hym ſclfe to all the world, 
to be Chriſt the ſonne of God, proniſed to the fa- 
thers, afterward ſcene of the Tewes, whom they dyd 
abhorre , and at length cracifie, whoſe token ( accor- 
ding to theiudgement of the Fathers,and S:iby/les pro- 
youu ) alſo inthe commyng of the Lord to all the 
aythfull, ſhalbelike x comfortable Trumpet; butin 
the ſight of the worlde a 2pooxopus, or {tumblyng 
blocketo the world. That this is no vaine imagina- 
tion, althoughit be no certaine demonſtration, ma- 
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Of the ſecond comming of (brift, 
ay ſuch like reaſons and examples cauſe me to thinke. 
For in many places of the Scripture, we often find, that 
the Lord hath been greatly delighted in geuyng them, 
either by plaine wordes,or ſecret prouidence, T and 
proper names, by whom it hath pleaſed hym, tor the 
glory of his name, to beſtowe vppon his Church any 
great benefite, Hereof is eAbram called of God , eA- 

abams , and the forerunner of the Sonne of God, is 
called /ohx, and the Sonne of God hym ſelte receyued 
a name from the Angell, and was called /eſ, that is,a 
Lord, and Sawiour, redeeming the worlde from finne: 
which afterward receyued a name,according to his of< 
fice.and was called Chr:ff, that is, Annoynted, annoyn- 
ting vs with his holy ſpirit, that ſo we might acknow- 
ledge him to be our Chriſt. Whertforeletit not ſeeme 
{traunge vnto vs,it thoſe letters, by the diuine prout- 
dence of God,doo containe many and great myſteries 
within them, For the Lorde God by a certaine incom- 
prehenſible prouidence, not according to mans wiſe- 
dome,or foreknowledge of things to come, doth go- 
gouerne the thoughtes and tongues of men, that ma- 
ny men, and Cities,in which the Lord God wyll ſhewe 
eyther his ſingular fauour,and marueilous woorkes of 
mercie,or his anger and heauie diſpleaſure, ſhould re- 
ceyue fatall names accordingly . And therefore by 
this reaſon it came to paſſe no doubt,that king David, 
which ſignifyeth well beloued, ſhould receyue a pro- 
per name: as alſo the Prophet Damiell his , ſignifying 
the indgementoftheLorde. Becauſe in him the Lord 
God dyd ſhewe foorth his ſingular kindnes manye 
wayes, andin this his ſecrete iu ent concerning 
the Empyres of the world, and theirendes, and of the 
two commingsof Chriſt,the firſt vyleinthe fleſie, the 
ſecond viRonous,toiudgement. Solikewyſe Babylor, 
receyued a fit name, but in adiuers reſpe& , not uy 
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becauſe that in her there was made a confuſion of 
tongues : but eſpecially becauſe of the confounding 
of manners,and wickednes,of Religion,and Idolatry 
together. Wheretore at the length ir vtterly came to 
naught,and there is become a meere contutio in deed 
ofall beaſtes and (erpents. By a contrary ende Ieruſa- 
I:tooke her name, becauſe ſheſhould ſee the peace of 
Godin Chriſt, which atterward ſhe dyd furiouſly di- 
ſpiſe, Ihaue heard moreouer of MMelarthon which al- 
oin a certaine booke he dyd publiſh, that that name 
Emada,atowne of the Orientall F7:/a , and my natiue 
countrey,hath her dcriuation from truth , and firme- 
nes,according to the force of the Hebrew woord : EF 


a comfortable diſcourſe. | fol.z7. 


enim illa vrbs amans veritatis FOr (ſayth he) that citic Fme,veritas: 


is alouerof the truth, And howe this name agreeth 
to that Citic in theſe our dayes, the Lord God hath a- 
bundantly declared in this,that he hath myraculouſly 
kept vs among theſe ſo daungerous tempelts,conſtant 
in the true doctrine of hys Goſpel, againſt the mani- 
folde ſubtilties of the Diuell : God graunt we may 
perſcuer to the end inall truth. and fimplicitie of hart, 
and that this naturall falling,may firmely be ypholden 
and ſtayed, leaſt otherwiſe it pretend an euill fortune 
and ſo we be called no longer Emdari, thatis,conftant 
in the truth , but Valdarini.that is Babilontans , which 
thing God of his mercy turnc away from vs, Sib:/alſo 
Erithina, plainely telleth of Rome, that her name doth 
comprehend many wofull deſtinies , and thatin theſe 
yerſes, tranſlated out of Gtecke into Latin by Ca#ts- 

bon. 


Eman;Rabiliss 


Porro quater decies complebis,terque trecentos m_ _ 6 
Amnnos Atque otto,cum te pertingere metan 948. 


Triitia fata,tuo completo nomine cogent. 
Thy ende, thy name fulfyld,and fates 


cauſe then for to come: 
K.i. Of 


Of the ſecond comming of (Chriſt, 
Of yeares nine hundred forticeyght, 
When ſcene ſhalbe the hs 

Nowe after what ſort that Propheſie is fulfylled 
Caftabon ſhewes in his annotations vppon the ſame 
place,to which I ſend the Reader. And that Rome els 
where hath a name according to her nature , it is ap« 
parant by a certaine anſwere of Paſqui/: 

Roma quid eſt? quod te docuit prepoſterns ordo, 

Quid docuit ? inngas verſa elementa, ſcies. 
Roma amor eſt, amor eſt ? qualis ? prepoſterns, vnde hoc? 
Roma mares. Nolidicere plura, ſcio. 

Hereofalſo inreſpe& ofher outward whoordome, 
which is linked oftentymes with the ſpiritual fornicati- 
on , ſhe is worthely called in holy Scripture, an Harlot, 
and Babylon, Sodome, and Gomorrhe , ſecret malice, and 


a peoplerebellyng againſt God. 


Lo. Vulceii, 


C Of the round and ſquare ioure, 


of the Clima&erian yeares,and of 
Golden number, 


Fnowe theſe,and that which 
D IS] folowcs be rightly conſide- 
3K | red,and com together, 
x they wyll ſufficiently ſhewe 
is. | themſclues to be neither c0- 

@A trary to the Scriptures , nor 
impertinent to my purpoſe, 
but rather ſuch,as (ifthey be 
compared with that before 
mentioned ) may well bring 
vs1ntothe remembraunce of the latter dayes ; __ 
| y 
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ally fith they doo, as it werein colours, liuely place be- 
fore oureyes, the perfe& end of this world, and com- 
myng of the Lord to iudgement : As alſo the fiuefold 
figure doth notonly repreſent the Greeks letter y.or 
being ſomewhat turned, the croſle : but alſo both the 
ſquare figure, and theround. For the croſle by equall 
diſtance in the plaine, dooth fyll the circle, and repre- 
ſentes the round forme : but the Greeke letter x. ra- 
ther betokeneth the quadrangle figure. 

- But(this I ſpeake by the way ) if vnto the fiuefolde 
figure,noted by fiue ynities on either ſide, contrary to 
the myddle number of five, the foure figures compre- 
hended inthe fifth, euen to the perfe& number, were 
ſet vnder,then theſe nyne vnites, may ſo by Art be dif 
poſed, that cuery way we may ſee fifteence, as by the fi- 


gure here ynderneath may appeare. 
3 © 2s. 
52 9 4| 
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So that this number of fyue in the threefold, accor- 
ding to Arithmetike, may ſeceme the moſt perfe&,and 
by many figures as it were to repreſent thoſe three al- 
terations of tyme, of which, before we made mention, 
whoſeendina iuſt quantitieofnumbers, perte&tly ſer 
of God hym ſelfe , ought certainly to be looked for. 
Neither can any doubt , but that this figure contay- 
nyng a marueilousequalitie, and agreement of num- 
bers, ina very great incqualitie (as 1t may ſeeme) doth 


fal38. 
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Of the ſecond comming of (rift, 


ſgnifie ſome great myſteries, as well Duune, as Philge 
ſophical,the which,(leaſt in theſe which may perchace 
ſeeme more darke, ther. many of P/atoes numbers, be 
oner tedious to the Reader) Ileaue to the conſidera- 
tion of the ſtudions . But (that we may ſomewhatre. 
turneto that we haue in hand) although the circular 
and round figure, be of all others , in ſight molt fayre, 
yet ( as is the whole world ) is it very vnitable, ſubie& 
toalteration,and full of troubles.But the ſquare forme 
is firme, conſtant, and ſtable : and howe {ocuerit be 
placed, is alwayes one and the ſame . And therefore 


AR 131-4. dooth AriFotle comparethe ſame to a good and ho- 


nhert.;, 


Pſal.ry, 
Mat. 21. 


Ap9.32L 


Ap#.21, 


Of rhe 


Ce- 


neſt man,whom he calleth re*«ywyoy, the which, how- 
ſocuer with Aritotle we imagine hym, we ſhall not 
finde, Chriſt onely the Rocke , and true cornerſtone, 
refuſed of the buylders and workmen of this world, 
onely excepted : butin the lyfe to come, wee ſhall be 
ſuch with Chriſt hym ſelfe. And therefore dooth /ohv 
deſcribe the holy Hiersſalem , deſcending from hea- 
uen,to be foure ſquare: in which, her perfe&ion , con- 
ſtancie, and continuance,,is noted. Becauſe by no yll 
fortune it ſhalbe weakened, there ſhalbe no lamenta- 
tion,no ſorow,no death : but perfe& ioy,great myrth, 
andalyfe endued with all fpirituall riches, and eucrla- 
ſting, of which the faithfull , inthe commyng of the 
Lord,ſhalbe partakers. Whoſe moſt ioyful comming 
about thoſe notable tymes aboue mentioned , we 
looke for,and long exceedingly for our redemption. 
Totheſe may be added,that in the yeare. 83.which 


mitwianyeres jc the yeare of the world, 5 550. ſuch a yeere ſhall en- 


ſue, as it is from the creation of the world, by ſeuens, 
as it were by degres & ſteps we may aſcend:asalfo the 
yere beforethar, 87. which is the yere.55.49.to which 
number auncient writers haue aſcribed much : partly 
becauſe itisa fquare number, of which abouc it is ru 


ken; lyealſo, becauſe it ariſeth of ſeuen, ſenen 
_ timesdubbled. Butexperience, and the aſſertion of 
thelearned, proues,thateuery ſcuen yeere from their 
byrth,to therr death, is very daungerous, contrary to 
noble wits, and notable men of the beſt nature by a 
certaine agreement they haue with their maker. For 
ſith all thatis made hath been created by the wonder- 
full wiſedome of God , and by a certaine ſecret power 
ingrafted,tendes to his natural conſeruation, & ſcekes 
thatis belt for his good eſtate , itvery likely appeares, 
that famous men,hauea more affinitie with theyr ſe- 
cond byrth,the moſt artificiall nature beyng made of 
God, thaneyther beaſt,or beaſtly men: - therefore 
that they are of God more tyed wyth nature her ſelf to 
a certaine tyme. Buttheſeare counted eſpecially cli- 
maderian yeeres,which by ſeuenfolde aſcend, as 1s the 
21, yeere, which dooth conſiſt of three times ſeuen. 
ſuch be. 42. and 63.yeeres,counting aſwell by. nynes, 
as by ſeuens,and therefore be they indged to be very 
hurtfull to notable fellowes. Forin thatyeare of their 
Iyfe dyed Luther, Melanthon, Martyr and other excel- 
lent men in all ages : as alſo Eraſmms is thought to 
hane leftthis world in the 70. yeare of his age. But 
whether the lyke yeeres be firal to all the worlde as 
they areto particular men , weleaue it to the iudge- 
menrt of orhers. Yerif theſe things mentioned fora 
certaine lyke proportion of members, do include ary 
ſecretereaſon , bycauſe(as Plinie ſayth, harmoniarerum 1g, . .. oY 
warura ſibi ip ſam congruere cogit - the concente of things 
makes nature to agree to her ſelfe : itis credible and 
Iykely,thatthe laſtende of the world and of all man- 
kind, dooth conſiſt of lyke proportion of numbers, 
as dooth apart. Becauſeman isin deede a part of the 
world,and therefore is rightly called of the Philoſo- 
Phers wixpoxioug : Againe of thinges paſt ,'thinges to 
on K.w, come 


* xcomfirtabledifeenſe. ©: folag. 


Of the ſecond comming of (rift, 


come are gathered ſince the courſe of tyme,the inclis. 
nations of the ſtarres , the circuite ot five hundred 
yeares, and that {inguler proportion of numbers, in 
the number of fyue (of which hetherto we haue ſpo- 
ken)cometo paſſe about the ſame tyme altogether, 
and conſiſt of one reaſon . All which ( toſpeake the 
truth)were coniecures of no waight,and could proue 
nothing,did not Chrilt and Paulein plaine woordes 
ſignifie vnto vs, that the worldesende, together wyth 
the glorious comming of the ſonne of God to iudge- 
ment areat hand; and asit were at our doores , when 
we ſhall plainely perceiuethe Goſpell of thekingdome 
of Chriſt: to be preached throughout all the world,and 
the ſonne of perdition by the ſpirit of Gods mouth 
to be ſo confounded;that nothing ſhal ſceme to be be- 
hind, but his ytter defamation : and to this purpoſe 
finally doo ſerue other coniectures , as is aboue de» 
Clared. 
Here by reaſon of numbers , one thing more wor« 
thy to be marked , becauſe it agrees with that aboue 
mentioned, comes into my _ , the which was 
told me by an honeſt man, {kilfull in Aſtronomy, and 
Geometric , and of good. credit. For heſayd , that 
inthe .1568. when Eric King of Sethland ( which 
then wasin armes ) had by force taken from the Liuo- 
»#ans , a certayne Caſtle ſiruated in the Iland O/ia, cal- 
led Sonenborch , he by good fortune, was lodged with 


Ofthe gelden 2 certayne noble Aſtronomer, with whom by rea- 


pumber, 


ſon of their ſtudies he was very familiar . Being in 
talke one day , he brake out into theſe words,and ſaid, 
-O miſerable , and hotrible dayes, which from the 
yeare , 1570, now athand , ſhall enſue, and continue 
many yeares. His gueſt aſked him how ſo? He aun- 
feared : Becauſe, when the number of the yeares of 
Chriſtes Natiuite dooth containe within it, for cer- 
2321 * rayne 


tayneyeares the Golden number of euery yeare,which 
is ſeidome ſeene , then it hath of long tyme been ob- 
ſerued , and hiſtories doo witnes the ſame, that infi- 
nite calamities , and intolerable troubles haue chaun- 
ced . Butnow from the 70, yeare now at hand,yntill 
_— .77. there ſhalbe among the ycares of the 
birth , of Chriſt , and between the golden number of 
euery yeare ſuch an agreement : as .1. 5. 7. which be- 
ing ioyned togeather by addition,do make .1z. Now 
this number .13. is the Golden number of the yeare 
I570,&in the ſix other immediatly enſuing.And ther- 
fore he did affirme that in that yeare the watrie Ele- 
mentſhould gouerne, and ſhould preſage great ouer- 
flowings of water. But intheyeare 73. which is the 
middle of theſe ſeuen, the Earthy Element, for ſome 
notable cauſe, ſhould loſe of his yertue, by reaſon 
whereof, a wonderful ſcarſetie of all things ſhould en- 
ſue, asafterwardit came to paſſe . Moreouer, he ſaid, 
thatin .76, yeare, theaire ſhould be corrupt, and the 
Plague ſhould be ineuery place. After which ſhould 
ucceede three yeares , the firſt of which. 1577. dooth 
by the fore ſayd reaſon comprehend in it twentiein 
number, and if from this number. 19. which is the 
chiefeſt golde number, andthe golden number tothe 
yeare going before, were taken away, then one,which 
15 the beginning of the number, and the golden num- 
ber of thys yeare dooth remayne , and (o in the 
other two following, and no further . And therefore 
in the yeare .77. the firic Element ſhall trie his force; 
and breede diſcention and warres, and agayne in the 
yeare .78. a greeuous peſtilence ſhall diſpatch verye 
many . Andinthe yeare.79. agayne ſhall come great 
ſcarſetie of all fruit . Finally he ſayd, becauſe,19. 
is the higheſt golden number, it ſhalbe found that 
that number from the .70. yeare (when this firſt a- 
greement 


a comfortable diſcourſe. = fol.go. — 
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greement began (counting .19. ſhall asit were by a 
tinger, poynt vnto the. 88.yeare . Fortrom the .70. 
eare to the .8$. ſo many yeares come betweene : a- 
Cour which tyme( according to the opinions almoſt 
of all Mathematicions ) verie dyreful, and miſerable 
things (halbe cometo paſſe. Becauſe by good expe- 
rience, he boldly ſayd,that the Lord God maker and 
keeper of all order , did orderly by a certain number, 
meaſure,and aſpe& of the ſtarres, rule and gouern the 
whole Firmament of heauen. | 
And therefore, becauſe of theſe things which haue 
ben ſpoken we do wel ynough,and (i aficiently know, 
thatthe kingdome of God 1sat hand : let vs lyft vp 
our heades to heauen, let vs contemne all worldly 
things : let euery man caſt away ſecuritie and deſire of 
plealure , by whoſe inticementes, the mind is ſuppreſ< 
{d : let euery man frame himſelfe ro learne whatis 
good, and | — : lethym prepare himſelfeto the 
Croſſe, let hym profitin good woorking, in true cal- 
ling "Pp the name of the Lord , and put on thear- 
mour of righteouſnes that if the aduerſarie challenge 
vs into combate , wemay by noflaterie,, by no force, 
by no terrour,by no tormentes be drawen and pluckt 
away from Chriſt. The almightie God be preſent 
with vs continually with his diuine aſiſtance, and de- 
fende vs euermore agaynſtall the inuaſions of the di- 
uell by which he would bring vs from our faith , driue 
vs out of hope, and {© bar vs from our kingdome 


which is 1n heaucn, 


goof 


« Of the manner and effef of the 


Lordes commyng to iudgement, with 
an exhortation to watchfulnes, 


Etherto by diuine te- 
ſtimonies it hath ben 
ſhewed, that certain- 
ly the world muſt be 
deltroyed , and alſo 
££ Y [by Oracles, and pro- 
bable reaſons and 
conieQures it hath 
7 || been proued,that the 
A | glorious comming of 
the Lorde is at our 
7.54] doores and cannot 

——— fare of, although 
we knowe not the certaine yeare; daye, and houre of 
hys commyng . It followeth therefore , that both 
for the edifying ofthe Churche , and refourming of 
our manners,that we alledge teſtimonies out of holye 
Scripture both of the manner of the: conimyng- of 
the Sonne of God t6-tudgement', and of the cffe& 
of the ſame; After thar the Sonne of God Chriſt 
our Lordeand Saujoar , by the ſecrete counſayle of 
God the Father , had determyned for our faluari- 
ons, and fatiſtying the wrathe of God, to ſuffer 
death, he tooke vppon him the ſhape- ofaſeruannr, 
was in the worlde.poore and* miſerable” ;'rooke pa- 
ciently all tauntes and mockes , and fuffred himſelf 
to be condemned though vniuſtly , and ſhamefully 
to be crucifyed : but in his ſeconde commyng he 
ſhall not onely appeare lyke a chicfe "Monarch of 
thys world , bur ſhall ſhewe hymſelfe to” be _ 
Ps | Li, ce 
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Daniel. 1. 
Ince. 


Math,2y. 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
ſince the begynning of the worlde , and him which 
caſt the myghrieſt trom theyr ſeate of Maieſtic , and 
exalted the humble ', and turned Empyres at hys 
pleaſure . Alſo he {hall declare himfelfe to be the 
Sonne of God, cocquall in dietie wyth God his eter- 
nall Father : ſo that then the courle of things ſhall be 
chaunged, for he in that daye ſhalbe judge , andiuſt- 
ly condemne thoſe, of whom he was 1udged, and a- 
gainſt all equitie together wyth his members con- 
demned , and which haue obſtinatcly and wythour 
reaſon perſiſted in impietie. For the wordes of Chriſt 
in the.25.of Matthew, by which accordyng to the ca- 
pacitieofman , thelaſt iudgemientis depainted , are 
theſe i Cum venerit films hominis in maieſtate ſua, & om- 
nes angel cum eo, tunc ſedebit ſuper ſedem maieſtatis ſue, 
& congregabuntur ante eum onmes gentes( Nemo enim qui 
wyquam vixit et,co erit hoc indicio eximetur ) 0 ſeparae 
bit eas ab intcem, ſicnt paitor ſegregat ones ab had , &+ 


"fhatmet onerquidem d dextris ſues. T unc dicet Rex his quid 


dextris eins erum : Venite benedifti Parris mei, poſſidete pas 

'ratum vobis regnum a conſtuntione mundz, &c, Et his qui 
a ſmiſtris dicet : Diſcedite a me maledeiti in ignem eterni, 
q#iparatus et Diabolo && Angelis ems, Thatis, When the 
[orne of man ſhall come in his maieſtie , and all his Angels 
with him then ſhall he ſit vppon the throne of his mateſtse, 

" andall Nations ſhalbe Yarbered tegether before hm, ( for 
. nonewhich euer was ,is,or ſhalbe, from this judge- 
ment ſhalbe exempted)a»d he ſhall ſeparate them, euex 

as a ſhepheard doth ſegregate the ſheepe fromthe goates and 

Jhallplace the ſheepe on hit right hand. Then ſhall the King 
ſage wnto theſe which are on his right hand : Come ye bleſe 
fed of my Father poſſeſſe the kingdome prepared for you, from 
the beginning of the world.c&c. eAnd to thoſe which are on 
bis lef JaaZhs ſhall ſay : Depart from me ye accurſed into 
ating fre; which is prepared for the Dinell , and his 
3.1 | Avgels, 
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a comfortable dieowſe. 


fal.azs 


Avgels, Becauſe theſe haue doone no deedes of chari- 
tie, but haue continually rebelled againit God : but 
theſe hauedoone much better , becauſe by reaſon of 
their fayth ; they haue fulfylled all woorkes of mercies 
and haue been with one minde with God. 

In which Sermon, Chriſt dooth applic himſelfe to 
mans capacitie, and borroweth his {imilitude from an 
vpright King and _ of this world , which dooth 


ronounce lawfull 


Folution 


, or condemnation, — 


woorkes be they good or bad, andby an 


execute the ſame . Lyk 


entence , whethet it be of ab- 

to our 
by dooth 
{ce Paxle dooth ſhewe the 


manner , how Chriſt in his laſt comming ſhall ap- 
peare toal theele& whicheuer were,or ſhalbe in theſe 
wordes; Hoc enim vobis dicmus mverbo Domini , quis 
2s qurvinimin , quireſidus ſumus in aduentu Domini, 
non prenentemus qui dormierunt , Ouoniamipſe Domi= 
mms in inſſu & in voce Archangelt, & intuba Dei deſcen. 


det de celo 7+ mortmr quiin Chri 'o ſunt , reſurgent primsi, 


Dremade nos qui vinimus , ſimul rapiemur cum lis in 


Jn 


bus, obutam Chriftoin atra , && fic ſemper cum Domino e- | 
rimns. This we fay vnto you in the word of the Lord,thatwe 1Theſ.q, 
which line , and are the remnaunt im the Lordes comming 


ſhall not 
ſelfe, Pa. 


ve before thi which ſleepe. Becanſe the Lord him- 
e camanndement apd voyce of an Archangle,and 


in the trumpet of God,ſhall deſcend from heauen and they 

which are dead in Chrift, hall firft ariſe. © eAfterwarde 

we which doo line , ſhall togeather with them be caried m 

the Clondes to meete Chriit in the the ayre , aid ſo ſhall be 

with God for ewer . Alſo Pavle teacherh : thatin a mo- 
ment, inthe twinckeling of an eye, inthe laſt ſound, c., 
of the Trumpet the dead ſhall ryſe vncorrupt , and 
thoſe which are liuing ſhall yppon the ſuddayne be 
changed to incorruption , and immorralitie . oh» a, ,, 


alſo ſeerh allthe dead Randing before the great 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
whyte Throne inthe ſight of God, and the bookes 
to bee opened , and the dead to be indged out of that. 
which was written ,according to their woorkes. And. 
he which was notfound written inthe booke of lyfe,. 
was calt into a burninglake . But Sybyll Erithrea in 

Cice,liv. 2.de jn her yerſes called Acraſtichides,which wereread (as it 
nie fremeth) butnot well vnderſtoode of Cicero , dooth 
notably depaintthe laſt comming of Chriſt , and de- 

_ ſtructionotthewoxld. Which verſes were greatly eſtee- 

= —_— med of the Fatherg,as appeareth both out of Exſcbizs 
Auguftlib, is, and eAwgritine, For out of theſe Authors, which were 
ca.25.de ciuit before the byrth of Chriſt, as alſoit is euident in Yarrs 
ws &in Virgels. 4. Eglog, that theſe Oracles were of great 
antiquitie,in ſo much as they were accounted as di- 

uine reuelations, and therefore wyll wee ioyne thoſe 
Latige yerſes vnderneath , and the rather, becauſein. 

them nothing can be foundewhichis difſonant from 
the word of God. eAcroſtichian verſes are thoſe whoſe. 

firſt letter of cuery verſe neceſſarily depends one of the. 

other,.. The letters in Greeke were theſe, Iyoovs, Kpqgos, 

. be $106, 04aryp, 5%vp0;Þln Latine theſe. 
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Which. verſes of Sibyl, were thus turned 
| into Latine, 
\. « -> T, Way ſrgrem rellus ſhdoribu edet, 
ow £6, polo weniet Rex tempus in omne futurns, 
_ cilicet vt carnem onnem, vt totums indicet orbeng. 
I FV de Dewm fids, diffidentesg, videbunt , + 
"""S nm com (ants in ſect fine ſedentens, 
$i 067 Corpo, 


4 comfortable diſconrſe. 
C orporeorum animas hominum , quo indicet , olim 
H orrebit totus cum denſis vepribui orbis, 

R. eycient (5 opes homines , ſimulachrag, cuntla , 
E —_ Jgms terras , celumg,, ſalumg,, 

I ncenaetg, fores anguiti carceris Orci, 

S anttorumg, onmis caro libera reddita , lucem 
T munc repetet : ſemper cruciabit flamma ſceleſtos, 
V tque quis occulte peccanerit , omnia dicet. 

S ub lacemg, Dems reſerabit peftora clauſa, 

D entes ftridebunt , crebreſcent undique luttus: 
E t lux deficiet , ſolemg, — 
I nuoluet calos, & Lune ſplendor obibit : 

F ofſas attoller inga deprimet ardua montes, 

1 mpedietg, nihil mortales amplins altum. 

L onga carma fretum non ſcindet : montibus arua 
T pſa equabuntur : Nam fulmine torrida tellus 
V nag, & ficci fontes , & flumina hiabunt, 

S ideretsg, ſono trifti tuba clanget ab oris, 

S tultorum facinus merens ,munazg, dolores. 

E t chaos oftendet, + tartara, terra dehiſcens 

R egesg, ad ſolium ſittentur numinis omnes. 

V ndag, de celo fivet ignea ſulpbure mixto. 

A tque omnes homines ſignum praſigne notabit 

T empore e0 lignum , cornu peramabile | 

O ppoſitus mundo caſus , ſed vita piorums 

R efpergenda lauans duodeno fonte vocaros, 

C ompeſcetg, pedo ferrata cuſpide gentes . 

R ex tibi nunc noftris deſcriptus in ordine ſumme 
V erſibus , hic nofter Deus et, noftreg, ſalutis 

C onditor aternus , perpeſſns nomine noitro, 

I. 


| Nowlhopetheſe teſtimonies alledged,may ſuffice 
to proue vntovs, the manner ofthe commyng of the 
Sonne of God, and of the worldes ouerthrow . For it 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chrift 
hath learned out of holy Scripture. Yet ſomewhat 
longer wyll we tarry in the greatneſſe of an happy lite, 
and paynes of the vngodly: and yet no further wyll we 
goc, then the holy Scripture dooth leade vs to conſt- 
der, Certayne itis, and without all controuerſie, that 
nothing can be imagined of greater happineſſe, and 
betterelitate, than is God the chicteſt good : and that 
that felicitie which is in God,is as great and inſearcha- 
ble,as is his omnipotencie, by which he created both 
heauenand carth of nothing , by his woorde alone. 
And thertore it foloweth , that thoſe which are of one 
myndein Ieſu Chriſte with God , be alſo partakers of 
thoſe goodes which are in God, bealſo as beloued 
children in Chriſt, and heyres of all their fathers ri- 
ches, which are infinite and incomprehenſible, And 
therfore Pau/(aith out of Eſay : That the eye hath not 
ſeene, nor the eare heard , nor hathit entred into the hart of 
man , what God hath prepared for ſuch as loue hym . But 
thoſe celeſtiall and inuiſible are not ſo apparant , and 
ſhine before our eyes,as do carthly and vilible thyngs, 
to which we are tootoo greatly addicted, and therfore 
the holy Ghoſt by [bz 1n his Rexelation , helping the 
weakneſle of our judgement, dooth liken the king- 
dome of God toa certaine great and large citie,which 
he dooth call the holy Hiern/alem , whoſe gates are of 
precious ſtones, and whoſe walles and ftreates are of 
ure golde ,then the which nothing is moreexcellent 
inthe ſight of men . And hedooth allo call thatcitie, 
Cof the whichall the ele& ſhalbe perpetuall citizens) 
T aberriaculum Dei cum hominibas , & habitabit cum eqs, 
& ip/ipopule eras erunt , + ipſe Deus cum er erit : The Ta« 
bernacle of God with men, and he ſhall dwell with them, 
and they ſhalbe his people, and he ſhalbe their God, Finally, 
that there is the fulneſſe of all felicitie , where God is 
allinall, in which place we ſhall know hym perfectly 
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euen aSheis. And therforetrueis that voyce, which 
Tohn in his Rewel/ation heard from heauen : Beat: morins 
qui in Domiro morinntgr : Bleſſed are the dead which dye 
mm the Lord : or thoſe are bleſſed , which the Lord at his 
commyng ſhall inde vigilant, wiſe,and ſober. 

Now, it nothing be more happy (asin deede no- 
thing is)the to inioye the ſight ot the euerliuing God, 
and to be inheritours of eternall lyte : certainly by a 
contrary , nothing can be imagined more wretched 
and miſerable,then with Diuels to be caſt for euer out 
of the ſight of God , intoeternall torments and paines 
of hell , at whoſe very remembraunce, the Diuell hym 
ſelfe in an horrible rage dooth quake and tremble, 
For ſith God is altogeather infinite, and his tuſtice in- 
comprehenſible, and ſinnes be cleane contrary to his 
vnſpeakeable juſtice, it muſt needes folow , that they 
alſo muſt be puniſhed with eternall paynes . And that 
this is true, our heauenly father ſheweth molt plamly 
in his only begotten ſonne, which for our ſake he ſent 
into the fleſh, that he might take vpon hym the forme 
ofaſcruaunt, and ſuffer death for our offences . For 
the iuſtice of God,for our ſinnes in our fleſh,dyd exa&t 

ſufficient fatisfa&tion, and his diuine pitie an infinite 
mercy towards all the ele&, And therfore the Sonne 
of God, of one ſubſtance with hiseternall father, and 
cleareneſſe of his glory, was almoſt compelled toſub- 
ie& hym ſelfe vnder hym, that ſo he might pacific 
Gods anger, and publiſh his ynſpeakable mercye to- 
wards al mankynd : eſpecially towards al them which 
would with aliuely faith take hold, and imbrace hym, 
Now that the mynd of man might conceiue the great- 


nes of Gods diſpleaſure, agaynſt our ſinnes, the holy 


Scripture ferchyng ſimilitudes from ſenſible things, 
dooth liuely ſet the ſame before oureyes, that ſoif our 
fleſhly and flexible harts geue any creditto the mon 
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Luce. 13. 
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AP. 20, 21, 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chrift 
feſtwoord of God, and benot hardened like ſtones, 
we might conceyue the greatnes of the ſame . For 
Chriſt dooth comparethart eternall caſting out of his 
fauour, toa very darke priſon, to euerlaſting fire , and 
vnquenchable,toextreme horror,with perpetual gna- 
ſhing of the teeth : And oh in his Rewe/arion ſayth, 
tharthe vngodly ſhalbe throwe into a fiery lake, full of 
Brimiſtone , in which they ſhalbe continually for euer 
tormented: : than the which , mans mynd canthinke 
nothing more horrible , more intolerable. All which 
Sibyl-in her Oracles comprehended in theſe verſes 
tranſlated out of Greeke. 

Nec erit mods vilus eorum 
Ploratu: neque vox triſtes diſtintta querelas 
Dinerſas referet :verum ſub nofte profunda 
T artareanigra,Janiante dolore, profundum 
Clamorem tollent : atque in regione profana 
Ter tantum ſoluent , quantum fecere malorum, 
Joni confetti multo: tum dentibus omnes 
Stridentes , acri tabeſcent wvique, ſitique 
Optandum mori dicent fugjentque vocantes, 
Non iam mortis enm requiemywon noltts habebunt, 
Nulta quidem fruitra ſupremi numina Patris 
Orabwut : ſed eos tunc anertetur aperte, 

O that blyndnes of mans mynde, and that madde 
doubting of theſe diuine promiſes of eternall lyte : O 
that hardned and flintie hart of ours , which is not 
mooued, no not wyrh theſe horrible threates of Gods 
heauie diſpleaſure , but continuing ſecurely in all im- 
pictie,neuer asketh pardon for ſuch wilfull offending, 
andamendeth : euen as though the ſcripture were but 
Jyes, and theſe dinine Oracles & prophane fables.For 
by thoſe things which haue come to paſſe, and by true 
demonſtrations of Gods holy ſpirit , itisapparant, 


that nothing is more certaine than that the end of all 


things 
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things hageth 6 our ſhoulders. Truly greatis the force 
of ſinne, and marueilous is the rage of Satan in theſe 
latter dayes, he endeuoureth by all meanes that poſsi- 
bly h&can to bring the whole world into adeſperate 
ſecuritie of lite , thatſo he may haue many partakers 
of his tormentes in hell, from which thereis no re- 
demption .But how much better had it been, we had 
eyther neuer been borne, or at the leaſt been voyde 
of reaſon with beaſtes and ſerpentes , orels been dif- 
pacthtas ſoone as we were borne, it either we enioy 
not that place , for which we were created, or come 
not to the celeſtyall Paradyſe , and to the marryage 
of our Spouſe ourLord and ſauiourTeſu Chriſt, where 
ſhalbethe ful abundance of all delightes,and perfecti- 
on of all pleaſure. * | 


Wheretore let vs caſt from vs, both our careleſſe an exhortari- 
ſecuritie , and miſtraſtof the promiſes of God , let ys 9» ro warch- 
renounce the diuell,, and all the woorkes of the fleſh, 


which are not ſufferable by the word of God,& let vs 
liſte tothe friendly admonitis of our Sauiour Chriſt, 
warnung vsin theſe wordes .T ake heed,leatt at any tyme 
your mindes be ouerladen with ſur fetting and dronkennes, 
and cares of this life , and ſo the ſuddayne day of the Lord 
take you vnawares : for euen as a ſnare tt ſhall come vppon 


all which fit vppon the face of the earth. Be ye watch- 


full therefore at all tymes: ({ and as Matthew addeth , be Math, 24. 


cauſe ye knowe not the houre im which your Lorde wyll 
come ) praying , that ye may eſcape all theſe things which 
are to come , and may ſtand before the Sonne of man, For 
if the comming of theeues and ſtealers of our earthly 
goods beto befeared , with how great care,withhow 
great diligence and watchfulnes,ſhould we ſceketo 
eſcape thoſe enemies which would ſpoyle vs of our e- 
ternall riches, and kingdome of heauen.. Here we 
vie great heede and wiſedome to preſerue our mortall 
| 'M.l, bodyes 


no fol. 4 


Luce, 21, 


: Ota Of the ſecon 4 commimg of © priſt, 
Bs bodyes from hurt and daunger: but to ſaue our ſoules 
which areimmortal from eternal paynes in hel, we are 
alrogcather careleſſe,nothing circumſpe&t. And yet 
more would it beſeeme the children of lyght , to be 
more carefull in ſeeking and keeping thoſe things 
which are celeſtiall, than are wordlings paynfuil in 
enriching themſclues with ſuch things as they are nei- 
ther ſure toenioy while they are aliue: nor can aſſure 
them of any ioy when they are dead. Yea letvsthinke 
and perſwade our ſelues, thatin the ſight of God itis 
not thamefull, but abhominable, that the ele& or 
choſen people of God which ſhould be wiſe and cir- 
cumſpeR , ſhall in this care be ſurpaſſed of wicked 
worldlings, and the more hyghly we diſpleaſe our 
god,by how much the things Nhich weſolitle eſteem, 
are more excellent than that which they ſo hunt af. 
ter , betweene which (ſo ſurpaſsing is the treaſure 
prepared tor the godly ) that there 1s no compariſon. 
This exhortation though it pertayne toall men ar all 


tymes, a now eſpecially in theſe daungerous dayes, 


in which, euery where we ſce ſo many by ſuddayne 
and ſtrange endes to be taken out of this world ; and 
becauſe euery man ſhall dy ( though the cerrayne 
houreand daye none dooth knowe ) and ſhall either 
woofully beſent among the diuelsin hell, or toyfully 
bereceyued into the felowſhip of the faythfull in hea- 
uen. 
— Wherefore ſiththe ſpiritin the faythfull is willing, 
but the fleſh very weake , and blinde in heauenly 
things, weare to beſeech our heauenly father in con- 
tinuall prayers , that by his holy ſpirit he would dayly 
more and moreencreaſe, and ſtrengthen our weake 
and feeble fayth . And therefore we hartely deſire thee 
O cternall father,that thou wilt not vtterly breake vs, 
though we bowe not as we ſhould , neither deale with 
tultice, 
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inſtice , though we doo not our duties, according to 
thy wyll : but keepe vs good God in thy welbelo- 
ved ſonne , illuminate our myndes with thy holy ſpi- 
rit, by whichwe may be prepared toall good workes, 
in true holines,& newngs of life :that ſo with Pav/e we 
may deſire to leaue this world & to be with Chriſt, and 
ſo in the coming of the Lord, being found ready with 
oyle n our Lamps,and adorned with our wedding | 
garmentes , we may find entrance to the Lordes 
mariage,which thou for thy ſon,& his belo- 
ved ſpouſe the holy church haſt prepared, 
and appointed , from the beginning 
of the world , To thee thertore O 
heauenly father, rothy wy be- 
gotten ſonne, and to the ho- 
ly Choſt our comforter, be 
all prayſe , honour, and 
glory , foreuer and 
cuer . Amen. 
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